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Please Note:

Alabama has forty-five local
FSA offices that

service producers throughout

For questions or inquiries re-

the State.

garding information con-
tained in this newsletter or

regarding other FSA programs,

please contact your local

USDA- Farm

Service Agency Office.

You

may also visit the

FSA website at:
www.fsa.usda.gov

All FSA Offices will
\ be closed on the

3 following dates in
observance of the

respective listed Federal

holidays:

®  Oct.

® Nov.
® Nov.

® Dec. 26 — Christmas Day

10 — Columbus Day
11 — Veterans Day

24 — Thanksgiving
Day

Eleven Alabama Counties Designated

as Primary Natural Disaster Areas

Eleven Alabama counties were recently
designated as primary natural disaster areas
because of losses caused by drought that began
April 1, 2011, and continues. They are:
Baldwin, Barbour, Coffee, Covington, Dale,
Escambia, Geneva, Henry, Houston, Mobile,
and Russell. Farmers and ranchers in the
following counties in Alabama also qualify for
natural disaster assistance because their
counties are contiguous: Bullock, Butler,
Clarke, Conecuh, Crenshaw, Lee, Macon,
Monroe, Pike and Washington.

This secretarial designation makes all
qualified farm operators in the designated areas
eligible for low interest emergency (EM) loans
from Farm Service Agency (FSA), provided
eligibility requirements are met. Farmers in
eligible counties have eight months from the
date of the declaration to apply for loans to
help cover part of their actual losses. FSA will
consider each loan application on its own
merits, taking into account the extent of losses,
security available and repayment ability.

The designation also makes the
Supplemental Revenue Assistance Program
(SURE) available to assist farmers and ranchers
with crop losses.

Interested farmers may contact their local
USDA Service Centers for further information on
eligibility requirements and application
procedures for these and other programs.
Additional information is also available online at
http://disaster.fsa.usda.gov.

Register Online to Receive FSA

Newsletters and Updates Electronically

Producers are asked to enroll in the new
GovDelivery system, which will provide notices,
newsletters and reminders through electronic
means. Producers and agricultural partners
may subscribe to receive e-mail updates by
going to the USDA GovDelivery sign-up page
found at:
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/
USDAOC/subscriber/new and subscribing to
the preferences of your choice.

NEWSLET

)
—

R

VOTE for FSA County
Committee Candidate of
Your Choice by Dec. 6

—FSA County Committee
Election Ballots Will Be
Mailed In November

Ballots for the 2011 FSA County Committee
(COC) Election will be mailed to eligible voters by
November 4, 2011. Please mark your ballot and
return it to the FSA Service Center Office by De-
cember 5,2011. Your signature is required on
your ballot in order for it to be valid. Ballots may
be mailed or hand delivered to the FSA Office. If
your ballot is mailed, first class postage is re-
quired; and it must be postmarked by December
5, 2011. If you are an eligible voter in the Local
Administrative Area where the election is being
held, and do not receive a ballot by mid-
November, contact your local FSA office.

Foreign Investors Must
Report Agricultural Holdings
Within 90 Days

Any foreign person who ac-

quires, transfers or holds any in-
terest, other than a security interest, in agricul-
tural land in the United States is required by law
to report the transaction no later than 90 days
after the date of the transaction. They must file
Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act
(AFIDA) reports with the FSA county office that
maintains reports for the county where the land is
located.

For AFIDA purposes, agricultural land is defined
as any land used for farming, ranching or timber
production, if the tracts total 10 acres or more.

For more information regarding AFIDA and FSA
programs, contact the FSA office near you or visit
the USDA Web site at http://www.usda.gov.
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For more information regarding FSA pro-
grams, please visit the FSA web site at:
http://fsa.usda.gov



http://www.usda.gov�

2011 ELAP and LIP Sign-up

The USDA Farm Service Agency’s Emergency Assistance for
Livestock, Honey Bees, and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP) and
the Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) have sign-up deadlines
approaching. Fact sheets for these programs can be found at
www.fsa.usda.gov; click on Newsroom, then Fact Sheets.

We encourage all producers who have suffered a disaster
due to the recent severe weather conditions to read the fact
sheets and visit the local FSA office to get a quick start in the
recovery process.

Both ELAP and LIP Sign-ups require a Notice of Loss filed the
earlier of:

® 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent to the
participant.
or

® QOctober 31, 2011
An application for payment no later than January 30, 2012, is
also required.

November 1, 2011, is Sign-up Deadline for 2012

Tobacco Transition Payments

Tobacco quota holders and producers not currently enrolled
in the Tobacco Transition Payment Program (TTPP) have until
close of business on November 1, 2011, to sign up in order to
receive a 2012 TTPP payment.

The TTPP, also known as the “tobacco buy-out,” provides
approximately $10 billion in 10 annual payments to eligible
tobacco quota holders and producers from 2005-2014.
Enrollment for TTPP must be completed at the Farm Service
Agency (FSA) county office where the contract holder’s or
producer’s farm records are maintained.

TTPP contract holders also are reminded that they have until
November 1, 2011, to sell their remaining four annual payments
to a successor in order to receive a lump-sum payment. Certain
requirements must be met to qualify for these payments. More
information on lump-sum payments is available online at http://
www.fsa.usda.gov/tobacco or by calling the national FSA office
at 202-720-7901.

Sign-up for 2010 Crop SURE Begins November 14
Sign-up for the Supplemental Revenue Assistance Program
(SURE) for 2010 crop losses will begin November 14, 2011,
and end June 1, 2012. SURE is available to eligible producers
on:

® farms in counties with Secretarial disaster declarations,
including contiguous counties, that have incurred at least
a 10 percent crop production or quality loss, or both, on
all crops grown by a producer nationwide, except grazed
crops

® farms in which, for the crop year, the actual production
on the farm because of disaster-related conditions is 50
percent or less than normal production of the farm.

2012 DCP and ACRE Sign-up Begins January 23, 2012

The beginning enrollment date for the 2012 Direct and
Counter-Cyclical Payment (DCP) Program and Average Crop
Revenue Election Program (ACRE) will begin on January 23,
2012. There are no 2012 advance direct payments for DCP and
ACRE. NOTE: Final counter-cyclical payments for 2010 crop
peanuts will begin after October 7, 2011.

Continuous CRP Avadilable
The Continuous Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) is a pri-
vate lands environmental improvement program that allows
participants the opportunity to enroll acreage in conservation
practices that will reduce soil erosion, improve water and soil
quality and provide wildlife habitat and food sources.

Contact your local FSA Office for details.

Farm Storage Facility Loan Program— The Farm
Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program allows producers of eligi-
ble commodities to obtain low-interest financing to build or
upgrade farm storage and handling facilities.

The new maximum principal amount of a loan through FSFL
is $500,000. Participants are now required to provide a down
payment of 15 percent, with CCC providing a loan for the re-
maining 85 percent of the net cost of the eligible storage facil-
ity and permanent drying and handling equipment. New loan
terms of 7, 10 or 12 years are available depending on the
amount of the loan. Interest rates for each term rate may be
different and are based on the rate which CCC borrows from
the Treasury Department.

Payments are available in the form of a partial disburse-
ment and the remaining final disbursement. The partial dis-
bursement will be available after a portion of the construction
has been completed. The final fund disbursement will be
made when all construction is completed. The maximum
amount of the partial disbursement will be 50 percent of the
projected and approved total loan amount.

Applications for FSFL must be submitted to the FSA county
office that maintains the farm's records. An FSFL must be ap-
proved before any site preparation or construction can begin.

The following commodities are eligible for farm storage
facility loans: corn, grain sorghum, rice, soybeans, oats, pea-
nuts, wheat, barley or minor oilseeds harvested as whole
grain; corn, grain sorghum, wheat, oats or barley harvested as
other-than-whole grain; pulse crops - lentils, small chickpeas
and dry peas; hay; renewable biomass; and fruits (including
nuts) and vegetables for cold storage facilities.

For more information about FSFL, please visit your FSA
county office or www.fsa.usda.gov.

Report Colonies to FSA

m’: by January 2— The final crop reporting date
for Honey is January 2, 2012, for the 2012 calen-
dar year or crop year ending December 31, 2012.
If colonies are acquired after January 2, 2012, the crop must
be reported within 30 calendar days of the date colonies of
bees are acquired, brought into, or removed from the county.

If the crop has NAP coverage, the crop must be reported 15
calendar days before the onset of harvest.
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Direct and Guaranteed Farm Loans Available
The Farm Service Agency is committed to providing family
farmers with loans to meet their farm credit needs. If you are
having trouble getting the credit you need for your farm or regu-
larly borrow from FSA, direct and guaranteed loans are currently
available.

Ask your lender about an FSA loan guarantee if you’ve had a
setback and your lender is reluctant to extend or renew your
loan.

Farm ownership loans or farm operating loans may be ob-
tained as direct loans for a maximum of up to $300,000. Guaran-
teed loans can reach a maximum indebtedness of $1,214,000.
Producers are encouraged to apply early so that a loan can be
processed and funded in a timely manner.

Special loan funds are also available under the Beginning
Farmer and Limited Resource Loan Program, Socially Disadvan-
taged Loan Program, Conservation Loan Program and the Rural
Youth Loan Program.

—Beginning Farmer Loans

FSA assists beginning farmers and/or members of socially
disadvantaged groups to finance agricultural enterprises. Un-
der these designated farm loan programs, FSA can provide fi-
nancing to eligible applicants through either direct or guaran-
teed loans. FSA defines a beginning farmer as a person who:

® has operated a farm for not more that 10 years

e will materially and substantially participate in the opera-
tion of the farm

® agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower train-
ing and financial management program sponsored by FSA

® does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the
county’s average size.
Additional program information, loan applications, and other

materials are available at your local USDA Service Center Office.
You may also visit www.fsa.usda.gov for more details.

—Rural Youth Loans

The Farm Service Agency makes loans to rural youths, ages 10
to 20, to establish and operate income-producing projects in
connection with 4-H clubs, FFA and other agricultural groups.
Projects must be planned and operated with the help of the or-
ganization advisor, produce sufficient income to repay the loan
and provide the youth with practical business and educational
experience. The maximum loan amount is $5000.

Stop by the USDA Service Center Office for help preparing
and processing the application forms.

—Loans for the Socially Disadvantaged

FSA has a number of loan programs available to assist appli-
cants to begin or continue in agriculture production. Loans are
available for operating type loans and/or purchasing or improv-
ing farms or ranches. While all qualified producers are eligible
to apply for these loan programs, FSA has provided priority
funding for members of socially disadvantaged groups.

A socially disadvantaged applicant is one of a group whose
members have been subjected to racial, ethnic or gender preju-
dice because of his or her identity as members of the group

without regard to his or her individual qualities.

For purposes of this program, socially disadvantaged
groups are women, African Americans, American Indians,
Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, Asian Americans, and Pacific Is-
landers.

FSA employees will help you complete the necessary appli-
cation and other forms, and help you understand what infor-
mation is required, where to find it or who to contact to get
it. To find out more about FSA loan programs, contact the FSA
Office.

FSA loans are only available to applicants who meet all the
eligibility requirements and are unable to obtain the needed
credit elsewhere.
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Guaranteed Loan Limits Increased

Effective October 1, 2011, the loan limit for FSA’s
Guaranteed Loan Program will increase to $1,214,000. The
limit is adjusted annually based on the "Prices Paid to
Farmers Index," compiled by the National Agricultural
Statistics Service (NASS). The one-time loan origination fee
charged on FSA guaranteed loans will also increase, from 1.0
percent to 1.5 percent of the guaranteed portion of the loan,
for loans obligated after October 1, 2011.

USDA Settlements and Claims Process Guide

For information on USDA settlement and claims, contact the
following as applicable:

e Hispanic and Women Farmer Claims Process, please
visit: www.farmerclaims.gov or call 1-888-508-4429;

e Pigford Il - The Black Farmers Discrimination
Litigation, please visit: www.blackfarmercase.com or
call 1-866-950-5547;

e Keepseagle - The Native American Farmers Class
Action Settlement, please visit:
www.IndianFarmClass.com or call 1-888-233-5506.

NAP COVERAGE REMINDER
Purchase Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program
(NAP) coverage before crop application closing dates. Sev-
eral Alabama fruit crops, including, but not limited to, ap-
ples, blackberries, blueberries, figs, grapes, muscadine, kiwi-
fruit, nectarines, oranges, peaches, pears, and plums have
an application closing date of November 20, 2011.

Alabama potato crops (Irish, red, russet, and white) have
an application closing date of December 31, 2011.

Check with your local FSA Office regarding NAP coverage
deadline dates for other crops.
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Alabama FSA is Moving to Electronic Information —

Will No Longer Mail Newsletters
Register Online to Receive FSA Newsletters and Updates Electronically
The USDA Farm Service Agency offices are moving toward a “paperless” opera-
tion. Alabama FSA offices will no longer mail quarterly newsletters, reminder cards
or other general information. However, County Committee ballots will continue to
be mailed to all eligible producers.

Producers are asked to enroll in the new GovDelivery system which will provide
notices, newsletters and reminders through electronic means. During this transition
to GovDelivery, producers are urged to remain in contact with the local FSA office to
ensure they are aware of program announcements, sign-up periods and deadline
dates. Interested producers and agricultural partners may subscribe to receive e-
mail updates by going to the USDA GovDelivery sign-up page found at:
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAOC/subscriber/new and subscrib-
ing to the preferences of your choice.

FSA, like many other organizations, is trying to work smarter and become more
efficient. Moving to electronic notifications will help us conserve resources yet re-
main in communication with our producers.

Though Alabama FSA will no longer mail the FSA Newsletter to producers, copies
will be available at local FSA Service Center Offices. We will also provide an elec-
tronic copy of the newsletter to our agricultural partners and agricultural commu-
nity based organizations.

Important Dates

Nov. 1 Deadline to sign up for 2012 Tobacco Transition Payments

Nov. 4 FSA County Committee Election Ballots mailed

Nov. 14 Sign-up for 2010-Crop SURE begins

Nov. 20 Final date to purchase NAP coverage for 2012 fruit crops, including, but
not limited to: apples, blackberries, blueberries, figs, grapes, muscad-
ine, kiwifruit, nectarines, oranges, peaches, pears, and plums

Dec.5 Final date to return or mail completed FSA County Committee Election
Ballots to FSA Office

Dairy Producers Reminded of
Production
=== Start Month
. Change
' Provisions
Milk
Income Loss Contract Program (MILC)
participants should review their MILC
contract or contact their local FSA
Office to determine if they would like
to make a change to their production
start month to start receiving MILC
payments for this upcoming fiscal year.
During the MILC sign-up application
period, participating dairy operations
selected the month of the fiscal year
to start receiving payments for eligible
production. Changes in the month may
be made from year to year so long as
the designation is made on or before
the fourteenth of the month before:
(1) the month originally selected as the
production start month, (2) the newly
selected MILC production start month.
The production start month
selected by producers in the dairy
operation must be designated on form
CCC-580. Changes must be made in
advance of payment rates being
known by the public for both the
original production start month that
the dairy operation is changing from
and the production start month to
which the dairy operation is changing.

Dec. 31 Final date to purchase NAP coverage for 2012 potato crops (Irish, red,
russet, white)

Jan. 2 Final date to report 2012 colonies/honey to FSA
Within 90 | Foreign Investors report agricultural holdings to FSA
days of

transac-

tion

e

tape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all of its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin,
age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, political beliefs, genetic in-
formation, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply
to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audio-

To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400
Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or
(866) 377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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