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FERRY & OKANOGAN COUNTY FSA NEWS 
Ferry County FSA 
PO Box 323 
84 E Delaware 
Republic, WA  99166 
Phone  (509)  775-3390 
Fax      (509)  775-3170 
 

Office Hours 
Monday – Friday 
8:00 AM – 3:00 PM 
 

County Committee 
Dave Konz, Chairperson 
Kathy Olson, Vice-Chairperson 
Luanne Finley, Regular Member 
 

Office Staff 
Gary Breiler, CED 
Virginia Lane, PT 

 

Okanogan County FSA 
1251 2nd Ave S Rm 103 
Okanogan, WA  98840 
Phone  (509)  422-3292 
Fax      (509)  422-0532 
 

Office Hours 
Monday – Friday 
8:00 AM – 4:30 PM 
 

County Committee 
Phil Brownlee, Chairperson 
Jeff Delfeld, Vice-Chairperson 
Ray Colbert, Regular Member 
Marcia Henneman, Advisor 
James McCuen, Advisor 
 

Office Staff  
Gary Breiler, CED 
Stu Skidmore, FLM 
Judy Adams, PT 
Sandy Hinger, PT 
Jose Limon, FLO 
Cliffene Coyne, PT 
 

************************ 
Next COC Meetings: 
Ferry                – December 5th  
Okanogan        – December 7th             
 

Meetings start at 10:00 AM 
 
CED – County Executive Director 
FLM – Farm Loan Manager 
FLO – Farm Loan Officer 
PT   – Program Technician 
 
FSA Web Site Address: 
          http://www.fsa.usda.gov 
 
WA State Web Site: 
           http://www.fsa.usda.gov/wa 
 

ACCESSIBILITY 
Persons with disabilities who require 
special accommodations may contact the 
county office.  FSA is committed to 
making programs accessible to all 
customers. 
 

 

 
NONINSURED ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 
APPLICATION DEADLINE FOR FRUIT 

 

The final date to apply for the Noninsured Assistance Program (NAP) for most 
2007 orchard crops is November 20, 2006.  The cost is $100 per crop not to 
exceed $300 for all crops in the county.  NAP covers losses in excess of 50% of 
the proven yield at 55% of the market price. 
 

EMERGENCY USE OF CRP DUE TO WILDFIRES  
 

In response to the Tripod Complex Fire, the Farm Service Agency is making 
available the emergency use of Conservation Reserve Program acreage in 
Okanogan, Douglas and Ferry counties.  Livestock displaced by the fire will be 
allowed to graze on grass in CRP fields, which are normally off-limits to grazing. 
 
The Conservation Reserve Program includes a mix of grass, shrub and tree stands 
grown for conservation purposes on private lands.  Landowners and managers 
receive annual rental payments and cost-share assistance to establish and maintain 
these stands as part of 10-year contracts with the Farm Service Agency.  FSA will 
monitor producers to ensure the land is safely grazed without damaging 
conservation covers. 
 
Livestock owners affected by the fire may use their CRP land for grazing without 
an assessed payment reduction to their annual rental rate.  Also, CRP participants 
may allow grazing privileges for an eligible livestock producer without CRP land.  
Grazing will be allowed on CRP land for 60 days after the emergency use is 
approved. 
 
 At least 25 percent of the CRP contract acreage must be left ungrazed for wildlife 
or the acreage may be grazed at 75 percent of the normal stocking rate.  Other 
restrictions and limitations also apply.  Producers must obtain an approved 
grazing conservation plan prior to grazing the acreage and should submit 
applications to their local FSA offices. 
 
In summary, the following are the important issues to be aware of regarding this 
authorization: 

♦ Those impacted by the Tripod Complex fire may graze any offered CRP in 
Okanogan, Ferry and Douglas Counties. 

♦ Grazing only approved for a 60-day time period which will be based on the date 
each individual grazing plan is approved by the FSA office. 

♦ All cattle MUST BE REMOVED from CRP by March 31, 2007, prior to the 
designated primary nesting period. 

♦ The CRP participant will need to sign a revised conservation plan that will 
specifically outline allowed stocking rates.  This MUST BE completed before the 
cattle are allowed onto the CRP. 

♦ Annual CRP rental payments WILL NOT be reduced!! 
 

COUNTY COMMITTEE ELECTIONS 
FSA COMMITTEE NOMINATIONS COMPLETE 

 

Nominations for the upcoming FSA Committee elections have been completed.  
In Okanogan County, Stan Stout was nominated to represent Local Administrative 
Area (LAA) #2.  In Ferry County the candidates are Dave Konz and Sheila 
Anderson in LAA #2.  Election ballots will be sent to all eligible farm voters in 
the applicable local administrative area by our Kansas City Office in early 
November.  Producers need to return the ballots to the local FSA Office by 
December 4, 2006 to be counted.  Please exercise your right to vote. 
 

2007 DIRECT AND COUNTER-CYCLICAL SIGNUP 
 

Signup for the 2007 Direct and Counter-cyclical Program (DCP) began on 
October 2, 2006 and will run through June 1, 2007.  There will be one significant 
change from previous year’s programs.  For 2007, Congress enacted legislation 
which will reduce the size of advance direct payments from 50% to 22 % with the 
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78% balance to be paid as a final payment in October of 2007.  These percentages will be applied to the following 
Direct payment rates which are issued regardless of market prices: 

~Wheat $0.52/bu.   ~Barley $0.24/bu.  ~Oats $0.024/bu.  
~Corn $0.28/bu.   ~Oilseeds $0.80/cwt. 

 

ADVANCE DIRECT PAYMENT AMOUNT REDUCED 
 

As noted above, the percentage of the direct payment to be made in advance has been reduced for the 2007 program 
to 22% of the total.  The Agricultural Reconciliation Act of 2005, that was passed into law on February 8, 2006, 
reduced the advanced payment to 40% for 2006 for producers who had not yet requested the advance and reduced the 
advance payment for 2007 to 22%. 
 

NEW DEADLINE FOR EQIP 
The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) serving Okanogan, Chelan and Douglas Counties announced 
the 2007 sign-up for the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) and will be accepting applications for 
Fiscal Year 2007 funding through November 17, 2006.   Note this is two months earlier than in past years. 
 
EQIP is a voluntary program that helps landowners restore and protect grassland, rangeland, cropland, forestland, 
orchard land, and other lands, and provides assistance for rehabilitating identified natural resource concerns on these 
lands.  Producers can submit applications at local USDA service centers through close of business Friday, November 
17th.  For application forms and program information contact your local Natural Resource Conservation Office at the 
appropriate county Agriculture Service Center.  Telephone numbers are:  Okanogan County (509) 422-2750 ext.3, 
Chelan County (509) 664-0210 ext. 3, and Douglas County (509) 745-8362 ext. 3. 
 
Additional details on payments and cost-share for the program can be found on Washington NRCS’s website at: 
http://www.wa.nrcs.usda.gov.  For more information about EQIP and other conservation programs, contact your local 
USDA Service Center, or online at http://www.wa.nrcs.usda.gov/contact/fieldoffices.html. 
 

NEW TOLL-FREE NUMBER FOR FARM LOAN CUSTOMERS 
 

Now FSA Direct borrowers will be able to check the status of their accounts any time, day or night, using the toll-free 
telephone number 1-888-518-4983.  Information is available in English or Spanish.  The first time borrowers call the 
system, they will enter their tax identification/social security number associated with their loan.  They will also need 
their zip code.  Borrowers will create a personal identification number (PIN) to ensure personal information remains 
secure.  Customers must enter their PIN every time they use the system thereafter, and may change it. 

 
OFFICE CLOSURE 

 

This office will be closed on November 10th in observance of Veterans Day, and November 23rd for Thanksgiving. 

Se habla español en esta oficina de FSA.   Si quiere informacìon tocante a los programas de crèdito, conservacion y otros 
programas que se administran en esta oficina, por favor visite o llame la oficina de FSA.   El nùmero de telèfono es (509) 
775-3390 en el condado de Ferry, (509) 422-3292 en el condado de Okanogan.   La direccìon se encountra al frente. 


