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MESSAGE FROM THE STATE EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR  
It is my privilege to announce that Anna Sullivan, a rancher from 
Hereford Oregon, has been appointed to the Farm Service Agency 
State Committee by Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack.  For the 
last 35 years Anna Sullivan has operated a cow/calf operation that 
produces hay and grain with her husband, Pat.  Anna has over 10 
years of experience with the Farm Service Agency by serving on the 
Baker County Committee.  She has also served on a number of local 
boards including the Burnt River School Board, the Baker County 
Planning Commission, and the Northwest Farm Credit Services 
Local Advisory Committee.  Anna was raised on a farm in Treasure 
Valley and holds a Bachelor of Science in Agri-Business from 
Eastern Oregon State College.  We are extremely pleased to have a 
producer of Anna’s qualifications and expertise joins the Oregon 
State Committee.  We know she will do a great job representing the 
ranching community and providing oversight for FSA programs in 
Oregon.  Anna Sullivan’s first State Committee meeting will be held 
on August 12-13 at the State Office in Tualatin.  
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Pam Davis 
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Next State Committee 
Meeting: 
August 12-13, 2015 

Please contact your local 
FSA Office for questions 
specific to your operation or 
county. 

This is a link to Oregon 
County Offices: 
 
Local FSA County Office 

Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) 
Producers in Baker, Crook, Deschutes, Grant, Harney, Jackson, 
Klamath, Lake, Malheur, Wasco, and Wheeler Counties are eligible 
to apply for 2015 Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) benefits 
on small grain, native pasture, improved pasture, annual ryegrass, 
forage sorghum. 
 
LFP provides compensation to eligible livestock producers who 
suffer grazing losses for covered livestock due to drought on 
privately owned or cash leased land or fire on federally managed 
land. 
 
County committees can only accept LFP applications after 
notification is received by the National Office of qualifying drought or 
if a federal agency prohibits producers from grazing normally 
permitted livestock on federally managed lands due to qualifying fire. 
 
For 2015 and subsequent years, eligible livestock producers must 
complete a CCC-853 and the required supporting documentation no 
later than 30 calendar days after the end of the calendar year in 
which the grazing losses occurred. Losses must occur in the 
calendar year the application is being filed. 
 
Additional Information about LFP, including eligible livestock and fire 
criteria, is available at your local FSA office or online at: 
www.fsa.usda.gov   

 

 
USDA Announces Restart of Biomass Crop Assistance 
Program  
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced that incentives will resume this summer for 
farmers, ranchers and forest landowners interested in growing and harvesting biomass for renewable 
energy. The support comes through the Biomass Crop Assistance Program (BCAP), which was 
reauthorized by the 2014 Farm Bill. BCAP provides financial assistance to establish and maintain 
new crops of energy biomass, or who harvest and deliver forest or agricultural residues to a qualifying 
energy facility. 
 
Financial assistance is available through BCAP for costs associated with harvesting and transporting 
agriculture or forest residues to facilities that convert biomass crops into energy. Eligible crops may 
include corn residue, diseased or insect infested wood materials, or orchard waste. The energy 
facility must first be approved by USDA to accept the biomass crop. Facilities can apply for, or renew, 
their BCAP qualification status beginning today. $11.5 million of federal funds will be allocated to 
support the delivery of biomass materials through December 2015. Last year, more than 200,000 
tons of dead or diseased trees from National Forests and Bureau of Land Management lands were 
removed and used to produce renewable energy, while reducing the risk of forest fire. Nineteen 
energy facilities in 10 states participated in the program. 
 
Farmers, ranchers and forest landowners can also receive financial assistance to grow biomass 
crops that will be converted into energy in selected BCAP project areas. New BCAP project area 
proposals will be solicited beginning this summer and accepted through fall 2015, with new project 
area announcements and enrollments taking place in early spring 2016. The extended proposal 
submission period allows project sponsors time to complete any needed environmental assessments 
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and allows producers enough lead time to make informed decisions on whether or not to pursue the 
BCAP project area enrollment opportunity. This fiscal year USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will 
allocate up to $8 million for producer enrollment to expand and enhance existing BCAP project areas. 
Additionally, in accordance with the 2014 Farm Bill, underserved farmers are eligible for a higher 
establishment cost share. BCAP projects have supported over 50,000 acres across 74 counties in 11 
different project areas. 
 
For more information, visit www.usda.gov. 

 
USDA Packages Disaster Protection with Loans to Benefit 
Specialty Crop and Diversified Producers  
Free basic coverage and discounted premiums available for new and underserved loan applicants. 

U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced that producers who 
apply for FSA farm loans also will be offered the opportunity to enroll in new disaster loss protections 
created by the 2014 Farm Bill. The new coverage, available from the Noninsured Crop Disaster 
Assistance Program (NAP), is available to FSA loan applicants who grow non-insurable crops, so this 
is especially important to fruit and vegetable producers and other specialty crop growers. 

New, underserved and limited income specialty growers who apply for farm loans could qualify for 
basic loss coverage at no cost, or higher coverage for a discounted premium. 

The basic disaster coverage protects at 55 percent of the market price for crop losses that exceed 50 
percent of production. Covered crops include “specialty” crops, for instance, vegetables, fruits, 
mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, hay, 
forage, grazing and energy crops. FSA allows beginning, underserved or limited income producers to 
obtain NAP coverage up to 90 days after the normal application closing date when they also apply for 
FSA credit. 

In addition to free basic coverage, beginning, underserved or limited income producers are eligible for 
a 50 percent discount on premiums for the higher levels of coverage that protect up to 65 percent of 
expected production at 100 percent of the average market price. Producers also may work with FSA 
to protect value-added production, such as organic or direct market crops, at their fair market value in 
those markets. Targeted underserved groups eligible for free or discounted coverage are American 
Indians or Alaskan Natives, Asians, Blacks or African Americans, Native Hawaiians or other Pacific 
Islanders, Hispanics, and women. 

FSA offers a variety of loan products, including farm ownership loans, operating loans and microloans 
that have a streamlined application process.  

Growers need not apply for an FSA loan, nor be a beginning, limited resource, or underserved 
farmer, to be eligible for Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program assistance. To learn more, 
visit www.fsa.usda.gov/nap or www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans, or contact your local FSA office at 
http://offices.usda.gov. 
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USDA Announces New Support for Beginning Farmers and 
Ranchers 
Department Implementing New Farm Bill Programs, Unveiling New Centralized Online Resource to 
Support Next Generation of Farmers 

USDA has announced the implementation of new Farm Bill measures and other policy changes to 
improve the financial security of new and beginning farmers and ranchers. USDA also unveiled 
www.USDA.gov/newfarmers, a new website that will provide a centralized, one-stop resource where 
beginning farmers and ranchers can explore the variety of USDA initiatives designed to help them 
succeed. 

USDA’s www.usda.gov/newfarmers has in depth information for new farmers and ranchers, including: 
how to increase access to land and capital; build new market opportunities; participate in 
conservation opportunities; select and use the right risk management tools; and access USDA 
education, and technical support programs.  These issues have been identified as top priorities by 
new farmers. The website will also feature instructive case studies about beginning farmers who have 
successfully utilized USDA resources to start or expand their business operations.  

Policy supporting beginning farmers and ranchers include: 

• Waiving service fees for new and beginning farmers or ranchers to enroll in the Non-Insured 
Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) for the 2014 crop year. NAP provides risk 
management tools to farmers who grow crops for which there is no crop insurance product. 
Under this waiver, announced via an official notice to Farm Service Agency offices, farmers 
and ranchers whom already enrolled in NAP for the 2014 crop year and certified to being a 
beginning farmer or social disadvantaged farmer are eligible for a service fee refund. 

• Eliminating payment reductions under the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) for new and 
beginning farmers which will allow routine, prescribed, and emergency grazing outside the 
primary nesting season on enrolled land consistent with approved conservation plans. 
Previously, farmers and ranchers grazing on CRP land were subject to a reduction in CRP 
payments of up to 25 percent. Waiving these reductions for new and beginning farmers will 
provide extra financial support during times of emergency like drought and other natural 
disasters. 

• Increasing payment rates to beginning farmers and ranchers under Emergency Assistance 
for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP). Under this provision, 
beginning farmers can claim up 90 percent of losses for lost livestock, such as bees, under 
ELAP. This is a fifty percent increase over previously available payment amounts to new and 
beginning farmers. 

In the near future, USDA will also announce additional crop insurance program changes for beginning 
farmers and ranchers – including discounted premiums, waiver of administrative fees, and other 
benefits. 

Additional information about USDA actions in support of beginning farmers and ranchers is available 
here. 
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USDA Enhances Farm Storage Facility Loan Program 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) expanded the Farm Storage and Facility Loan program, 
which provides low-interest financing to producers. The enhanced program includes 22 new 
categories of eligible equipment for fruit and vegetable producers. 
 
Producers with small and mid-sized operations, and specialty crop fruit and vegetable growers, now 
have access to needed capital for a variety of supplies including sorting bins, wash stations and other 
food safety-related equipment. A new more flexible alternative is also provided for determining 
storage needs for fruit and vegetable producers, and waivers are available on a case-by-case basis 
for disaster assistance or insurance coverage if available products are not relevant or feasible for a 
particular producer. 
 
Additionally, Farm Storage Facility Loan security requirements have been eased for loans up to 
$100,000. Previously, all loans in excess of $50,000 and any loan with little resale value required a 
promissory note/security agreement and additional security, such as a lien on real estate. Now loans 
up to $50,000 can be secured by only a promissory note/security agreement and some loans 
between $50,000 and $100,000 will no longer require additional security. 
 
The low-interest funds can be used to build or upgrade permanent facilities to store commodities. 
Eligible commodities include grains, oilseeds, peanuts, pulse crops, hay, honey, renewable biomass 
commodities, fruits and vegetables. Qualified facilities include grain bins, hay barns and cold storage 
facilities for fruits and vegetables.  
 
Contact your local FSA office or visit www.fsa.usda.gov for more about FSA programs and loans, 
including the Farm Storage Facility Loan Program.  

 

MAL and LDP Policy Changes for Crop Years 2015-2018 
The Agricultural Act of 2014 authorized 2014-2018 crop year Marketing Assistance Loans (MALs) 
and Loan Deficiency Payments (LDPs), with a few minor policy changes. 
 
Among the changes, farm-stored MAL collateral transferred to warehouse storage will retain the 
original loan rate, be allowed to transfer only the outstanding farm-stored quantity with no additional 
quantity allowed and will no longer require producers to have a paid for measurement service when 
moving or commingling loan collateral. 
 
MALs and LDPs provide financing and marketing assistance for wheat, feed grains, soybeans, and 
other oilseeds, pulse crops, rice, peanuts, cotton, wool and honey.  MALs provide producers interim 
financing after harvest to help them meet cash flow needs without having to sell their commodities 
when market prices are typically at harvest-time lows. A producer who is eligible to obtain a loan, but 
agrees to forgo the loan, may obtain an LDP if such a payment is available. Marketing loan provisions 
and LDPs are not available for sugar and extra-long staple cotton. 
 
FSA is now accepting requests for 2015 MALs and LDPs for wool as well as LDPs for unshorn pelts. 
MAL and LDP requests for all other eligible commodities will be accepted after harvest. FSA 
continues to accept MAL and LDP requests for 2014 crops with upcoming deadlines. 
 
Before MAL repayments and LDP disbursements can be made, producers must meet the 
requirements of actively engaged in farming, cash rent tenant and member contribution. 
 
Additionally, form CCC-902 and CCC-901 must be submitted for the 2014 crop year, if applicable, 
with a county committee determination and updated subsidiary files. 
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To be considered eligible for an LDP, producers must have form CCC-633EZ, Page 1 on file at their 
local FSA Office before losing beneficial interest in the crop. Pages 2, 3 or 4 of the form must be 
submitted when payment is requested. 
 
The 2014 Farm Bill also establishes payment limitations per individual or entity not to exceed 
$125,000 annually on certain commodities for the following program benefits: price loss coverage 
payments, agriculture risk coverage payments, marketing loan gains (MLGs) and LDPs.  These 
payment limitations do not apply to MAL loan disbursements. 
 
Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) provisions were modified by the 2014 Farm Bill, which states that a 
producer whose total applicable three-year average AGI exceeds $900,000 is not eligible to receive 
an MLG or LDP. 
 
For more information and additional eligibility requirements, please visit a nearby USDA Service 
Center or FSA’s website www.fsa.usda.gov. 

 

2015 Acreage Reporting Dates 
In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers are encouraged to visit 
their County FSA office to file an accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadline. 
 
The following acreage reporting dates are applicable for Oregon: 
 
July 15, 2015: Spring Alfalfa Seed, Cabbage (Planted 4/21-6/10), Onions (Planted 2/15-5/15), Spring 
Planted Crops, CRP, All other 2015 crops without an established Acreage Reporting Date. 
August 15, 2015: Cabbage (6/11 – 8/10)  

The following exceptions apply to the above acreage reporting dates: 

• If the crop has not been planted by the above acreage reporting date, then the acreage must 
be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed. 

• If a producer acquires additional acreage after the above acreage reporting date, then the 
acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendars days after purchase or acquiring the 
lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office. 

• If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of “cover only,” “green manure,” 
“left standing,” or “seed,” then the acreage must be reported by July 15th. 

If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of “cover only,” “green manure,” “left 
standing,” or “seed,” then the acreage must be reported by July 15th. 
 
Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage 
reporting date for NAP covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 calendar days 
before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins. 
 
For questions regarding crop certification and crop loss reports, please contact your local county FSA 
office at http://offices.usda.gov. 
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Current Interest Rates 
90-DayTreasury Bill - 0.125% 

Farm Operating Loans — Direct - 2.375% 

Farm Ownership Loans — Direct - 3.50% 

Farm Ownership Loans — Direct Down Payment, Beginning Farmer or Rancher - 1.50% 

Emergency Loans - 3.375% 

Farm Storage Facility Loans 
(7 years) - 1.875% 
(10 years) - 2.125% 
(12 years) - 2.250% 

Commodity Loans 1996-Present - 1.250% 

Important Dates and Deadlines 
TBA (Summer 2015) - Enroll ARC / PLC contracts for 2014 and 2015. 
 
August 3 - Deadline to submit nominations for County Committee Elections. 

September 30 - Deadline to enroll in MPP-Dairy. 

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: 
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence 
Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 
877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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