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Tualatin, Oregon 97062 - ARC/PLC Enrollment, Livestock Disaster and MPP Dairy Signups
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This has been one of those summers that was hard to see coming.
High temperatures, early harvests and in many cases reduced
yields are making for a challenging year on a number of Oregon
farms. The good news is that the 2014 Farm Bill provided ways to
reduce financial risk and help producers recover from disasters like
drought and fire. Signup for many of these programs is underway
right now at your county FSA office.

State Committee:
Sam Asai, Chairman
Vernon Frederickson,
Member

Jason Smith, Member
Anna Sullivan, Member

All county offices are working on final enrollments for the ARC/PLC
program. If you signed up earlier this year, now is the time to get in
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State Executive Director: and get that paperwork completed. The deadline is September
Phil Ward 30th, but don’t wait until the last minute, stop by when you are in

town making a parts run or otherwise have a few minutes.

Farm Loan Chief:

Bob Perry Signup for the MPP Dairy Program is open until September 30 as
well. This program is designed to help farmers manage risk by
Chief Administrative providing a safety net when dairy margins are low. So, get in,
Officer: choose your level of coverage and sign up!
Dan LoFaro
Twenty-nine of Oregon’s thirty-six counties are now eligible for the
Next State Committee Livestock Forage Program, so if you have significant forage losses
Meeting: due to drought or fire, stop in to your county FSA office. More than
September 23-24, 2015 $68 million has been paid out to Oregon producers for losses

incurred from 2012-2015.

Please contact your local FSA
Office for questions specific to Don’t miss your opportunity to participate in these programs
your operation or county. designed to help reduce financial risk in the farming and ranching

business. Stop by your local FSA office and visit with our staff

http://offices.usda.gov today!

And one final word: our Loan staff informs me that we still have
significant funds available for Farm Ownership Loans. If you are
interested in financing a farm or ranch, contact an FSA Loan Officer
as soon as you can find the time.

Phil Ward
State Executive Director

USDA Offers Drought Impacted State Farmers and Ranchers
Immediate Disaster Assistance

FSA offers disaster assistance and low-interest loan programs to assist agricultural producers in
their recovery efforts following droughts or similar qualifying natural disasters. Available programs
and loans include:

Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) - provides financial assistance to
producers of non-insurable crops when low yields, loss of inventory, or prevented planting
occur due to natural disasters (includes native grass for grazing). Eligible producers must
have purchased NAP coverage for 2015 crops.

Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) - offers payments to eligible producers for livestock
death losses in excess of normal mortality due to adverse weather. Eligible losses may
include those determined by FSA to have been caused by hurricanes, floods, blizzards,
wildfires, tropical storms, tornados lightening, extreme heat, and extreme cold. Producers
will be required to provide verifiable documentation of death losses resulting from an eligible
adverse weather event and must submit a notice of loss to their local FSA office within 30
calendar days of when the loss of livestock is apparent.

Tree Assistance Program (TAP) — provides assistance to eligible orchardists and nursery
tree growers for qualifying tree, shrub and vine losses due to natural disaster.


http://offices.usda.gov/

e Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-Raised Fish Program
(ELAP) - provides emergency relief for losses due to feed or water shortages, disease,
adverse weather, or other conditions, which are not adequately addressed by other disaster
programs. ELAP covers physically damaged or destroyed livestock feed that was
purchased or mechanically harvested forage or feedstuffs intended for use as feed for the
producer's eligible livestock. In order to be considered eligible, harvested forage must be
baled; forage that is only cut, raked or windrowed is not eligible. Producers must submit a
notice of loss to their local FSA office within 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent.

e Emergency Loan Program — Available to producers with agriculture operations located in
a county under a primary or contiguous Secretarial Disaster designation. These low
interest loans help producers recover from production and physical losses due to drought,
flooding.

e Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) - provides emergency funding for farmers and
ranchers to rehabilitate land severely damaged by natural disasters; includes fence loss.

e HayNet - is an Internet-based Hay and Grazing Net Ad Service allowing farmers and
ranchers to share 'Need Hay' ads and 'Have Hay' ads online. Farmers also can use another
feature to post advertisements for grazing land, specifically ads announcing the availability
of grazing land or ads requesting a need for land to graze. www.fsa.usda.gov/haynet.

To establish or retain FSA program eligibility, farmers and ranchers must report prevented planting
and failed acres (crops and grasses). Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form FSA-
576, Notice of Loss, no later than 15 calendar days after the final planting date as established by
FSA and Risk Management Agency (RMA).

For more information on disaster assistance programs and loans visit www.fsa.usda.gov/ or contact
your local FSA Office. To find your local FSA county office, visit http://offices.usda.gov.

Producers in Twenty-Nine Oregon Counties are Eligible to
Apply for 2015 Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP)
Benefits on Small Grain, Native Pasture, Improved Pasture,
Annual Ryegrass, and Forage Sorghum.

Producers in Baker, Benton, Clackamas, Coos, Crook, Curry, Deschutes, Douglas, Gilliam, Grant,
Harney, Hood River, Jackson, Jefferson, Josephine, Klamath, Lake, Lane, Lincoln, Malheur,
Marion, Morrow, Sherman, Tillamook, Umatilla, Union, Wallowa, Wasco, and Wheeler Counties are
eligible to apply for 2015 Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) benefits on small grain, native
pasture, improved pasture, annual ryegrass, forage sorghum.

LFP provides compensation to eligible livestock producers who suffer grazing losses for covered
livestock due to drought on privately owned or cash leased land or fire on federally managed land.

County committees can only accept LFP applications after notification is received by the National
Office of qualifying drought or if a federal agency prohibits producers from grazing normal permitted
livestock on federally managed lands due to qualifying fire.

For 2015 and subsequent years, eligible livestock producers must complete a CCC-853 and the
required supporting documentation no later than 30 calendar days after the end of the calendar year
in which the grazing losses occurred. Losses must occur in the calendar year the application is
being filed.
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Additional Information about LFP, including eligible livestock and fire criteria, is available at your
local FSA office or online at: www.fsa.usda.gov.

Twenty-Nine Oregon Counties are Eligible for Emergency
Loans

Baker, Benton, Clackamas, Coos, Crook, Curry, Deschutes, Douglas, Gilliam, Grant, Harney, Hood
River, Jackson, Jefferson, Josephine, Klamath, Lake, Lane, Lincoln, Malheur, Marion, Morrow,
Sherman, Tillamook, Umatilla, Union, Wallowa, Wasco, and Wheeler Counties were declared a
primary/contiguous disaster due to drought and heat using the streamlined Secretarial Disaster
Designation process. Under this designation, producers with operations in any primary or
contiguous county are eligible to apply for low interest emergency loans.

The streamlined disaster designation process issues a drought disaster declaration when a county
has experienced a drought intensity value of at least a D2 (severe drought) level for eight
consecutive weeks based on the U.S. Drought Monitor during the crop year.

Emergency loans help producers recover from production and physical losses due to drought,
flooding and other natural disasters or quarantine.

Producers have eight months from the date of the declaration to apply for emergency loan
assistance. FSA will consider each loan application on its own merits, taking into account the extent
of losses, security available and repayment ability. Producers can borrow up to 100 percent of
actual production or physical losses, to a maximum amount of $500,000.

For more information about emergency loans, please contact your local FSA office or visit
www.fsa.usda.gov.

The Deadline to Apply for a BCAP Matching Payment is
September 4, Pending Funding.

The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) began accepting applications on June 30, 2015, from
foresters and farmers seeking financial assistance to harvest and deliver biomass to generate clean
energy. The support comes through the Biomass Crop Assistance Program (BCAP), which was re-
authorized by the 2014 Farm BiIll.

For 2015, USDA has reserved up to $11.5 million to assist with the cost of removing woody or
herbaceous residues from farm fields or national forests and woodlands for delivery to energy
generation facilities. A majority of the funds are expected to support the removal of dead or
diseased trees from National Forest and Bureau of Land Management public lands. Orchard
wastes, and agriculture residues such as corn cobs and stalks, also qualify as energy-producing
feedstock.

To be eligible for the retrieval incentives, the biomass must be delivered to FSA-approved biomass
conversion facilities. For a list of approved facilities, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/bcap.

The Biomass Crop Assistance Program also provides financial assistance to farmers and ranchers
who produce new sources of energy biomass by growing eligible crops on contract acres within
approved BCAP project areas. Funding for this portion of the program, known as BCAP Project
Areas will be announced later this summer. The Biomass Crop Assistance Program also provides
financial assistance to farmers and ranchers who produce new sources of energy biomass by
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growing eligible crops on contract acres within approved BCAP project areas. Funding for this
portion of the program, known as BCAP Project Areas will be announced later this summer.

For more details on the BCAP environmental review and proposed changes to BCAP, visit
www.bcappeis.com, www.fsa.usda.gov/bcap or contact your local FSA county office. To find your
local FSA county office, visit http://offices.usda.gov.

USDA Creates More Bird Habitat Opportunities on Irrigated
Farmland

USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) announces more bird habitats to be established in irrigated
farmland regions through the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP).

Declines in upland bird populations, such as the northern bobwhite, pheasant, and prairie chicken,
led to the creation of new Conservation Reserve Program features to help restore habitats for these
species in these agricultural areas. Since the program’s creation in 2004, more than 240,000 acres
of marginal cropland has been converted to native grasslands, spurring an increase in upland bird
populations.

In recent years, however, applications for this type of habitat creation have slowed. To encourage
more participation, USDA’s new policy focuses on farmland with center-pivot irrigation systems
where there are circular areas of cropland with patches of land beyond the reach of irrigation. Until
now, these patches — known as pivot corners — were only eligible for habitat creation when
connected by a linear strip of grassland also enrolled in the program. The new policy allows
producers interested in habitat creation to use disconnected pivot corners to help increase the
population of upland birds.

Other species that can benefit from today’s change include the mourning dove, wild turkey, several
sparrows, meadowlark and bobolinks.

The Conservation Reserve Program is a voluntary program. FSA contracts with agricultural
landowners so that environmentally sensitive land is not farmed but instead used for conservation.
Participants establish long-term plant species that control soil erosion, sequester carbon, improve
water quality, and strengthen declining wildlife populations. In return, participants receive annual
rental payments between 10 and 15 years.

Interested landowners can enroll pivot corners in the Conservation Reserve Program at any time.
Participants and land must meet certain eligibility requirements. Other restrictions may apply. For
additional details, contact your local Farm Service Agency office at offices.usda.gov or visit the
website at www.fsa.usda.gov/conservation.

NAP Deadline Approaching for 2016 Crops

Producers are reminded to apply for 2016 Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP)
benefits by September 1, 2015. The September 1, 2015 deadline includes value loss crops
(Aquaculture, Christmas Trees, Ginseng, Turfgrass Sod, Nursery, Mushrooms, Floriculture and
Propagation Stock Nonornamental Nursery), small grain coverage and other crops. The deadline for
crops planted in the spring is December 1/March 15.

Eligible producers can apply for 2016 NAP coverage at their local FSA Office using form CCC-471,
Application for Coverage. The service fee for basic NAP coverage is the lesser of $250 per crop or
$750 per producer per administrative county, not to exceed a total of $1,875 for a producer with
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farming interest in multiple counties. Producers interested in buy-up coverage must pay a premium,
in addition to the service fee. The maximum premium will be $6,563.

Producer meeting the definition of a socially disadvantaged farmer or rancher, beginning farmer or
rancher or limited resource farmer or rancher will have service fees waived. Producers meeting this
definition that choose to purchase buy-up coverage will also have service fees waived and the
premium will be capped at $3,282.

The application and service fee must be filed by September 1, 2015 for value loss crops, small
grains, and other crops.

Reporting Organic Crops

Producers who want to use the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) organic price
and selected the "organic" option on their NAP application must report their crops as organic.

When certifying organic acres, the buffer zone acreage must be included in the organic acreage.

Producers must also provide a current organic plan, organic certificate or documentation from a
certifying agent indicating an organic plan is in effect. Documentation must include:

name of certified individuals

address

telephone number

effective date of certification

certificate number

list of commodities certified

name and address of certifying agent

a map showing the specific location of each field of certified organic, including the buffer
zone acreage

Certification exemptions are available for producers whose annual gross agricultural income from
organic sales totals $5,000 or less. Although exempt growers are not required to provide a written
certificate, they are still required to provide a map showing the specific location of each field of
certified organic, transitional and buffer zone acreage.

For questions about reporting organic crops, contact your local FSA office. To find your local office,
visit http://offices.usda.gov

Agricultural Producers in Oregon Still Have Time to Apply for
Direct Farm Ownership Loan Program

Low-Interest Loans Can Help Producers Start or Expand Farms

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) State Farm Service Agency (FSA) today announced
that farmers and ranchers still have time to apply for low interest loans available through the FSA
direct farm ownership program. Applications must be approved by Sept. 30, 2015, to take
advantage of the funding available.

Eligible farmers and ranchers can borrow up to $300,000 to buy farmland, construct or repair
buildings, pay closing costs, or promote soil and water conservation. The interest rate can be as low
as 1.5 percent with up to 40 years to repay.
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New farmers and ranchers, military veterans, and underserved farmers and ranchers also are
encouraged to apply. Each year Congress targets 80 percent of available loan funds to beginning
and targeted underserved farmers and ranchers. Targeted underserved groups include American
Indians or Alaskan Natives, Asians, Blacks or African Americans, Native Hawaiians, or other Pacific
Islanders, Hispanics and women.

For more information about farm loan, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans, or contact your local FSA
office. To find your local FSA county office, visit https://offices.usda.gov.

Filing a Notice of Loss

The CCC-576, Naotice of Loss, is used to report failed acreage and prevented planting and may be
completed by any producer with an interest in the crop. Timely filing a Notice of Loss is required for
all crops including grasses. For losses on crops covered by the Non-Insured Crop Disaster
Assistance Program (NAP), you must file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss, in the FSA County Office
within 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent.

Producers of hand-harvested crops must notify FSA of damage or loss through the administrative
County Office within 72 hours of the date of damage or loss first becomes apparent. This notification
can be provided by filing a CCC-576, email, fax or phone. Producers who notify the County Office
by any method other than by filing the CCC-576 are still required to file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss,
within the required 15 calendar days.

If filing for prevented planting, an acreage report and CCC-576 must be filed within 15 calendar
days of the final planting date for the crop.

Current Interest Rates
90 Day Treasury Bill =0.125%

Farm Operating Loans - Direct = 2.625%

Farm Ownersip Loans - Direct = 4.00%

Farm Ownership loans - Direct Down Payment, Beginning Farmer or Rancher = 1.50%
Emergency Loans = 3.625%

Farm Storage Facility Loans

(7 Years) =2.125%

(10 Years) = 2.275 %

(12 years) = 2.50%

Commodity Loans 1996- Present - 1.25%

Important Dates and Deadlines

September 1 - Deadline to apply for NAP coverage for value loss crops (Aquaculture, Christmas
Trees, Ginseng, Turfgrass Sod, Nursery, Mushrooms, Floriculture and Propagation Stock
Nonornamental Nursery), small grain coverage and other crops
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September 4 - Deadline to Apply for BCAP Matching Payments
September 30 - Deadline to enroll ARC / PLC contracts for 2014 and 2015.
September 30 - Deadline to enroll in MPP Dairy.

September 30 - Deadline to Apply for a Direct - Farm Ownership Loan.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence
Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800)
877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).



