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2015 Acreage Reporting Dates

In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all
producers are encouraged to visit their County FSA office to file an
accurate crop report. The following acreage reporting dates are
applicable for all counties in Oregon:

. November 15, 2014: Apiculture*, PRF*

. December 15, 2014: Fall-Seeded Alfalfa Seed, Fall Seeded
Canola, Perennial Forage (for haying and grazing), Fall-Seeded
Mint, Onions (Planted 8/15-9/15), Fall-Seeded Small Grains

. January 15, 2015: Apples, Apricots, Blueberries, Cherries,
Cranberries, Grapes, Nectarines, Peaches, Pears, Plums

. May 15, 2015: Cabbage (Planted 3/12 - 4/20)

. July 15, 2015: All Spring-Seeded Crops, Grass for Seed,
Cabbage (Planted 4/21 - 610), Onions (Planted 2/15 — 5/15), CRP,
All Other Crops Not Subject To Earlier Deadlines

. August 15, 2015: Cabbage (Planted 6/11-8/10)

* NOTE: The November 15 reporting deadline for Apiculture (Honey)
and PRF (Pasture, Rangeland, Forage) apply only if the producer
has a Apiculture or PRF insurance policy with RMA.
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The following exceptions apply to the above acreage reporting
dates:

o If the crop has not been planted by the above final reporting
date the crop must be reported to the office within 15 calendar days
of planting.

o If a producer acquires additional land after the above
acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be reported no later
than 30 calendars days after purchase or acquiring the lease.
Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office.

o If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use
of “cover only,” “green manure,” “left standing,” or “seed,” then the
acreage must be reported by July 15th.

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders
should note that the acreage reporting date for NAP covered crops
is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 calendar days before
grazing or harvesting of the crop begins.

For questions regarding crop certification and crop loss reports,
please contact your Local FSA County Office.
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BANK ACCOUNT CHANGES

Current policy mandates that FSA payments be electronically transferred into a bank account. In
order for timely payments to be made, producers need to notify the FSA county office when an
account has been changed or if another financial institution purchases the bank where payments
are sent. Payments can be delayed if the FSA office is not aware of updates to bank accounts and
routing numbers.

USDA Expands Access to Credit to Help More Beginning and
Family Farmers

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced improvements to farm loan programs by
expanding eligibility and increasing lending limits to help more beginning and family farmers. As part
of this effort, USDA is raising the borrowing limit for the microloan program from $35,000 to
$50,000; simplify the lending processes; updating required “farming experience” to include other
valuable experiences; and expanding eligible business entities to reflect changes in the way family
farms are owned and operated. The changes become effective Nov. 7.

The microloan changes will allow beginning, small and mid-sized farmers to access an additional
$15,000 in loans using a simplified application process with up to seven years to repay. Microloans
are part of USDA's continued commitment to small and midsized farming operations.

In addition to farm related experience, other types of skills may be considered to meet the direct
farming experience required for farm loan eligibility such as operation or management of a non-farm
business, leadership positions while serving in the military, or advanced education in an agricultural
field. Also, individuals who own farmland under a different legal entity operating the farm now may
be eligible for loans administered by USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA). Producers will have an
opportunity to share suggestions on the microloan process, and the definitions of farming
experience and business structures through Dec. 8, 2014, the public open comment period.

For more information on farm loans, please visit www.fsa.usda.gov or contact your local Farm
Service Agency office.
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USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) Offers Farm Bill Website
and Online Overview of Farm Bill Programs

The Agricultural Act of 2014 (the Act), also known as the 2014 Farm Bill, was signed by President
Obama on Feb. 7, 2014. The Act repeals certain programs, continues some programs with modi-
fications, and authorizes several new programs administered by the Farm Service Agency (FSA).
Most of these programs are authorized and funded through 2018.

For the latest on 2014 Farm Bill programs administered by FSA, please visit our Farm Bill website at
www.fsa.usda.gov/farmbill and for an FSA program overview please read, download and/or print our
recently posted FSA Farm Bill Fact Sheet titled, What's in the 2014 Farm Bill for Farm Service
Agency Customers?

For more information on FSA, please contact your local USDA Service Center or visit us online at
www.fsa.usda.gov.

2011, 2012, 2013 and 2014 Average Adjusted Gross Income
Compliance Reviews

The AGI verification and compliance reviews for 2011, 2012, 2013 and 2014 are conducted on
producers who the IRS indicated may have exceeded the adjusted gross income limitations
described in [7 CFR 1400.500]. Based on this review, producers will receive determinations of
eligibility or ineligibility.

If the producer is determined to have exceeded the average AGI limitation, receivables will be
established for payments earned directly or indirectly by the producer subject to the limitation. The
Oregon State FSA Office will soon begin notifying producers selected for review. If you have any
guestions about the review process or determinations, please contact the State FSA Office at 503-
692-3688. Producers who receive initial debt notification letters may only appeal the amount of the
debt to their local FSA office. Adverse determinations become administratively final 30 days from
the date of the adverse determination letter and can only be reopened if exceptional circumstances
exist that prevented the producer from timely filing the appeal.

USDA Farm Service Agency Announces Key Dates for New
2014 Farm Bill Safety Net Programs

USDA announced key dates for farm owners and producers to keep in mind regarding the new
2014 Farm Bill established programs, Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage
(PLC). The new programs, designed to help producers better manage risk, usher in one of the most
significant reforms to U.S. farm programs in decades.

Dates associated with ARC and PLC that farm owners and producers need to know:

. Sept. 29, 2014 to Feb. 27, 2015: Land owners may visit their local Farm Service Agency
office to update yield history and/or reallocate base acres.

. Nov. 17, 2014 to March 31, 2015: Producers make a one-time election of either ARC or
PLC for the 2014 through 2018 crop years.

. Mid-April 2015 through summer 2015: Producers sign contracts for 2014 and 2015 crop
years.

. October 2015: Payments for 2014 crop year, if needed.

USDA leaders will visit with producers across the country to share information and answer
guestions on the ARC and PLC programs.
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USDA helped create online tools to assist in the decision process, allowing farm owners and
producers to enter information about their operation and see projections that show what ARC and/or
PLC will mean for them under possible future scenarios. The new tools are now available at
www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc. Farm owners and producers can access the online resources from the
convenience of their home computer or mobile device at any time.

Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed,
grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium
grain rice (which includes short grain rice), safflower seed, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed and
wheat. Upland cotton is no longer a covered commaodity.

Producers can contact their local FSA office for more information or to schedule an appointment.

USDA Releases New State-by-State "Made in Rural America"
Report

As part of the US Department of Agriculture's (USDA) commitment to strengthening rural
economies, Secretary Tom Vilsack announced a new state-by-state "Made in Rural America" report
illustrating the impact of USDA investments in rural communities. Each state factsheet highlights
specific USDA investments in rural businesses, manufacturing, energy, water and other
infrastructure development. They also outline how USDA is helping rural communities attract
businesses and families by investing in housing and broadband.

These fact sheets reflect Secretary Vilsack's efforts to strengthen the "four pillars” of a new
economy in rural America: developing a robust bio-based economy; promoting exports and
production agriculture fueled by increased productivity and research; encouraging conservation
including land management, stewardship and outdoor recreational opportunities; and building a
strong local and regional food system to harness entrepreneurial innovation and help small and
medium-sized family farms succeed in rural America.

The report's state by state fact sheets are available at www.usda.gov/opportunities.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence
Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800)
877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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