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The Oregon Farm Service Agency and its
dedicated staff of more than 120 individu-
als are committed to serving all Oregon
farmers, ranchers, and agricultural partners
through the delivery of effective, efficient
agricultural programs.

We are here to serve you - to help Oregon
farmers and ranchers secure the greatest
possible benefit from programs adminis-
tered by FSA. We accomplish this by pro-
viding quality service to Oregon’s agricul-
tural community through a broad variety of
commodity, loan and loan guarantee, con-
servation, and disaster relief programs.

These programs provide a safety net for
Oregon’s agricultural producers, and an
opportunity for beginning farmers and
ranchers. They also provide economic
stability for Oregon’s rural communities,
and help contribute to the State’s agricul-
tural economy as a whole.

DCP and ACRE Sign-up Deadline is
June 1, 2010

The deadline to enroll in the Direct and
Counter-Cyclical Program or the ACRE
program is rapidly approaching. Pro-
ducers must have a completed contract
on file by June 1st. The June 1, 2010
deadline is mandatory for all partici-
pants. FSA will not accept any late filed
applications.

Producers are encouraged to contact
their FSA offices to schedule an ap-

pointment to complete this signup.

ACRE Program Information

The decision to enroll in the ACRE Pro-
gram is irrevocable. The owner of the farm
and all producers on the farm must agree
to enroll in ACRE. Once enrolled, the farm
shall be enrolled for that initial crop year
and will remain in ACRE through the 2012
crop year.

Producers who are enrolled in the ACRE
program must provide production records
by the acreage reporting deadline.

If a producer does not submit production
evidence by the subsequent year’s crop
reporting deadline, the farm will not be eli-
gible for ACRE payments for that year, and
for purposes of the benchmark yield for
qualifying for future years.

Acreage Reporting

The acreage reporting deadline is fast ap-
proaching. Filing an accurate acreage re-
port for all crops and land uses, including
failed acreage and prevented planting
acreage, can prevent the loss of benefits
for a variety of programs.

Failed acreage must be reported within 15
days of the disaster event and before dis-
position of the crop. Prevented planting
must be reported no later than 15 days
after the final planting date.

Acreage reports are required for many FSA
programs. For crops other than NAP
(Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Pro-
gram) crops, acreage reports are to be cer-
tified by the following dates:

o Baker, Grant, Harney, Klamath, Lake,
Wallowa—August 15th ALL crops

¢ Union—July 15th ALL crops

o All other counties—June 30th ALL
crops.

Acreage reports on crops for which NAP
assistance may be paid are due in the
county office by the earliest of these two
options: 1) acreage reporting deadline
for county and 2) 15 calendar days be-
fore the onset of harvest or grazing of the
specific crop acreage being reported.
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The Non- Insured Assistance Program (NAP) provides
financial assistance to eligible producers affected by natu-
ral disasters on non-insurable crop(s) losses. The natural
disaster must have reduced your expected production of
the crop by more than 50% and pays 55% of the approved
price. Eligible crops include commercial crops and other
agricultural commodities produced for food (including live-
stock feed) or fiber for which the catastrophic level of crop
insurance is unavailable.

For a producer to establish an Actual Production History
(APH), production records must be submitted to your local
FSA office for at least four previous consecutive crop
years and not more than ten consecutive crop years. Pro-
duction must be submitted each year by the produc-
tion reporting date of the following crop year. For ex-
ample, the deadline to submit production for a 2009 crop
could be June 30, 2010 depending on your county.

The production reporting dates are:

e Baker, Grant, Harney, Klamath, Lake, Wallowa—
August 15th ALL crops

e Union—July 15th ALL crops

e All other counties -June 30th ALL crops

Failure for a producer to submit production could re-

sult in reduced or no benefits under NAP in the event

of a crop loss.

Producers who have paid for NAP coverage and suffer a
weather related crop loss must notify the FSA office by
filing a Notice of Loss within 15 days of the date of
the weather event or when producer becomes aware
of the crop damage.

An appraisal must be performed on any acreage for which
the intended use has changed or for any acreage that will
not be taken to harvest prior to destroying or abandoning
crop acreage.

Failed acreage must be reported prior to destroying or
abandoning crop acreage. Producers enrolled in NAP
must also comply with the Average Adjusted Gross In-
come (AGI) Certification form (CCC-926), Conservation
Compliance has been met on the AD-1026 Highly Erodible
(HEL/NHEL)/ Wetland Certification form, and can only re-
ceive up to the Payment Limitation of $100,000 under
NAP for the crop year. NAP basic provisions (CCC-471
NAP) are available on the FSA website http://
www.fsa.usda.gov

2011 NAP Applications

County offices are now accepting 2011 NAP coverage
applications. If there are no crop changes from the 2010
year then only the application fee must be submitted be-
fore the crop(s) application closing date. Should a pro-
ducer have revisions to the crop(s) then a new application
with 2011 crops will require a signature along with the
NAP coverage fee and be received before the crop appli-
cation closing date. Crop application closing dates are
as follows...

August 31—Beets, cabbage, canola,
carrots, Christmas trees, flowers, greens, herbs
(except mint), onions, radish
October 1—Asparagus, garlic, mint, hops, meadow
foam, sugar beets, triticale
November 20—Apples, apricots, blueberries, cane
berries, chestnuts,
cherries, cranberries, grapes, hazelnuts, honey, nec-
tarines, peaches, pears, plums, prunes, strawberries,
walnuts
November 30—All forage and grazing crops except
oats. All grasses and legumes for seed.
March 15—Beans, broccoli, camelina, cantaloupe,
cauliflower, corn, cucumber, lentils, mustard, oats,
peas, potatoes, pumpkin, safflower, sunflower,
squash, tomato, watermelon

e May 15—Buckwheat

To apply for coverage you must pay the applicable ser-
vice fees at your local FSA office. The service fee is
equal to $250 per crop per producer, maximum $750 per
county, not to exceed a total of $1,875 per producer for
all counties.

ACTIVELY ENGAGED IN FARMING

Some programs require an “actively engaged in farming”
determination. To meet this determination a producer
must provide both “left” and “right” hand contributions:

Left hand requirements are a significant contribution of:
land, capital, equipment or a combination thereof.

Right hand requirements are a significant contribution of;

active personal labor, active personal management or a
combination thereof.

PAYMENT LIMITATION

Most USDA program payments and benefits are subject to
some or all of the following:

Payment limitation by direct attribution
Cash-rent tenant rule

Foreign person rule

Actively engaged in farming

Average adjusted gross income limitations

Applicable programs and payment limitations are:

Limitation (In Dollars)
$ 40,000

Payment Type
Direct Payments (DCP)

Counter-Cyclical and ACRE Payments $ 65,000

CRP Annual Rental Payments (CRP) -$ 50,000
Grassland Reserve Annual Payments (GRP)— $ 50,000

EQIP (all contracts for FY 2009-2012) $300,000

CSTP (all contracts for FY 2009-2012) - $200,000
Marketing loan gains/LDP’s No limits
Non-Insurable Assistance Program (NAP) —-$100,000
SURE, LFP, LIP, ELAP. $100,000

TAP $100,000

Continued on the next page
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No program benefits, subject to limitation, will be provided until:

- All required forms for the specific situation are provided

- Necessary payment limitations and eligibility determinations are
made.

There are statutory provisions that require entities earning program
payments that are subject to limitation to:

- Provide the names, addresses, and Tax |d Numbers of the mem-

bers of the entity to the County Committee

-All applicable payment limitation forms submitted by producers are
subject to spot check through the end of year review process.

e After 2009, a farm operating plan is not required to be filed
annually if the farming operation continues to be conducted as
reflected on the farm operation plan and supporting documents
are on file in the county office.

e If any changes occur that could affect an actively engaged in
farming, cash-rent tenant, foreign person, or average AGI de-
termination producers must timely notify the County FSA
Office by filing revised farm operating plans and/or supporting
documentation as applicable.

e A determination of “not actively engaged in farming” results in
a producer being ineligible for any payment or benefit requiring
a determination of “actively engaged in farming”.

e Non-compliance with the adjusted gross income provisions,
either by exceeding the applicable limitations or by failure to
submit a certification statement, will result in the determination
of ineligibility for all program benefits subject to AGI provi-
sions; program benefits shall be reduced in an amount that is
commensurate with the direct and indirect interest held by an
ineligible person or legal entity in any legal entity, general part-
nership, or joint operation that receives benefits subject to the
average AGI limitations.

Report Record and Cropland Changes

If you have bought, sold or have had rental changes, make sure
these are reported to FSA as soon as possible after the changes
occur. For farm ownership changes you will need to provide FSA
with evidence of the change such as a recorded deed, land con-
tract or real estate tax bill.

Landowners and operators must also inform FSA of any cropland
changes to the farm. Conversion of cropland to non cropland, a
non agricultural use such as buildings, parking lots, lawns etc.,
must be reported to FSA to insure program eligibility.

Signature Authority

County offices require verification that signature authority is on file
before accepting a signature on any program or related documents
on behalf of another.

Producers can present evidence of signature authority, such as
corporate charter, bylaws, court orders of appointment, operating
agreements, trust agreements, last will and testaments, or articles
of partnership.

The FSA-211, Power-of-Attorney, form can
also be completed to grant signature authority to another individual
or entity.

Spouses may sign documents on behalf of each other for FSA and
CCC programs in which either has an interest, unless written notifi-
cation denying this authority has been provided to the county office.

Spouses may not sign the FSA-211 or as an authorized signa-
tory for partnerships, joint ventures, corporations, or other simi-
lar entities on each others behalf. Spouses may sign on behalf
of each other for a husband/wife joint venture with a perma-
nent tax ID number. Please contact your local county office for
more information on the signature authority documentation
your entity must provide.

Controlled Substance

Any person who is convicted under federal or state law of a
controlled substance violation could be ineligible for USDA
payments or benefits. Violations include planting, harvesting,
distributing or growing a prohibited plant. Prohibited plants
include marijuana, opium poppies and other drug producing
plants.

Conservation Compliance

All USDA program participants are required to have a conser-
vation system in place on all highly erodible land (HEL). Rent-
ing new cropland, purchasing new land, breaking up
additional land, changing crops, and changing or removing
existing conservation practices can result in compliance is-
sues.

Contact your Farm Service Agency county office before taking
any of the above actions. It is also important that you contact
FSA before modifying, tilling, draining, dredging, filling or level-
ing any wetland or drainage ditches. Failure to obtain advance
approval for any of these activities can result in loss of all fed-
eral payments and program eligibility.

Special Accommodations

Upon request, special accommodations will be made for indi-
viduals with disabilities. If special accommodations are re-
quired, contact your local service center so that the necessary
arrangements can be made.

SURE

The Supplemental Revenue Assistance Program (SURE) pro-
vides benefits for farm revenue losses due to natural disasters
that incurred in the crop years 2008 through September 30,
2011. To be eligible for SURE payments, producers are re-
quired to obtain crop insurance on all crops in all counties or,
for crops for which insurance is not available, producers must
participate in the Non-Insured Assistance Program (NAP) ex-
cept for grazed acreage. However, crop insurance or NAP
coverage is not required for crops that are not of economic
significance or those where the administrative fee required to
buy NAP coverage exceeds 10% of the value of the coverage.

Eligible farmers and ranchers who meet the definition of So-
cially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, or Beginning Farmer
or Rancher are exempt from the risk management purchase
requirements. Producers must have a farming interest physi-
cally located in a county that was declared a primary disaster
county or contiguous county by the Sec. of Agriculture. Must
have suffered at least a 10% production loss on a crop of eco-
nomic significance.

Individual producers, in a non disaster county, may also be
eligible for SURE if the actual production on the farm is less
then 50% of the normal production for the farm.
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Direct and Guaranteed Loans
FSA is committed to providing family farmers with loans to meet their farm credit needs. If you are having trouble getting the credit you need
for your farm, or regularly borrow from FSA, direct and guaranteed loans are currently available.

Farm ownership loans or farm operating loans may be obtained as direct loans for a maximum of up to $300,000. Guaranteed loans can
reach a maximum indebtedness of $1,112,000. Producers are encouraged to apply early so that a loan can be processed and funded in a
timely manner.

FSA employees will help you complete the necessary application and other forms, and help you understand what information is required,
where to find it or who to contact to get it. To find out more about FSA loan programs, contact the county office staff.

Selected Interest Rates for April 2010 Dates to Remember
Farm Operating—Direct - 2.875%
Farm Ownership—Direct - 5.00% May 31st  Offices Closed Memorial Day
Farm Ownership—Direct Down Payment 1.50%
- o,
Emergency - 3.75% June 1st  DCP / ACRE Sign-ups Closes

Farm Storage Facility
7 year loans—3.125% .
10 year loans—3.625% Before June 1st  Recons Should be filed

12 year loans—4.00%

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national
origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information,
political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance programs. (Not all prohibited bases
apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print,
audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Adjudication and Compliance, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washing-
ton, DC 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202)-720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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