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USGEO Strategic Assessment Group

• Background

– Formed: Sept 2007

– Charge:

• To deliver a strategic portfolio

– of high priority national Earth observation investment 

recommendations

– for existing and future capabilities 

– to inform decision-makers, 

» including OSTP, OMB, Congressional Committees, and 

Agencies’ budget planners 

– and improve decisions regarding national investments in Earth 

observations
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Status of Civilian Space Assets



Assessment Methodology



Recommendations



NRI and FIA



Landsat, NAIP, IFTN



Landsat with more spatial / spectral 

resolution
Evaluate an operational moderate resolution satellite program that  

would meet the land imaging needs of U.S. civil agencies and 
society, in accordance with the OSTP-led Future of Land Imaging 
Interagency Working Group’s recommendations in the 2007 
document “A Plan for a U.S. National Land Imaging Program.” 
Planning for Landsat-9 is being undertaken by the USGS and 
NASA, in cooperation with other stake-holders. This 
planning,however, must look beyond Landsat 9 and lay out 
requirements for an  operational Landsat program. 

Recommendations for future Landsat-like instruments include a spatial 
resolution of at most 20 meters, at least a 5-day repeat cycle, 
increased daily acquisition rates, and possibly additional visual 
shortwave infrared and thermal infrared spectral bands. 
Additional higher spatial-resolution imagery will still be required to 
understand field-level conditions.



Recommendation

• Sustain the National Agriculture Imagery 

Program (NAIP) and the follow-on 

program Imagery for the Nation (IFTN ). 

The 2011 Budget continues NAIP.



SNOTEL



• No new interactions on USGEO SAG for  

2 years. 

• USDA Representatives:

– Dorsey Plunk (NRCS)

– Glenn Bethel

– Charlie Walthal (ARS)


