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    County Committee Election 
Results 
 
Congratulations to Kirk Haverdink. Kirk was re-
elected to the county committee to represent 
farmers in the local administrative area 3 south 
of the Grand River including the townships of 
Allendale, Tallmadge, Blendon, Georgetown and 
Jamestown. Kirk was elected to his second con-
secutive term. The election results for Local 
Administrative Area (LAA) 3 are: Kirk Haverdink 
— elected to the county committee (COC), 
Wendell Aukeman— 1st alternate to COC for 
LAA 3. 
 
FSA appreciates all of the voters for taking the 
time to complete the election ballot. The county 
committee system works only because of your 
participation. 
 
Committee meetings are open to the public and 
are ordinarily held the first Wednesday of each 
month at 9:00a.m. 
 

Direct and Counter-Cyclical      
Program (DCP) for 2007. 
 
• Sign-up each year between Oct. 1 and June 

1. A late fee of $100 per farm will apply 
between June 2nd and September 30, 2007, 

 
• Base acres must be planted to an annual 

crop, be in hay, or idle grasses. Fruits & 
vegetables (FAV) can not be planted on 
base acres unless the farm or producer has 
FAV history. In cases where FAVs can be 
planted, producer will receive an acre-for-
acre reduction in their program payment.  

 
• Payments can only be earned by the person 

who has the risk in the crop. 
 
• Annual crop certification of all cropland on 

the farm is required. 
 
• Lease agreements will be needed if your 

payment is requested prior to June 30. 
Please have your 2007 leases with you 
when you sign up. 

 
• HEL and Wetland provisions apply 

  2007 DCP Program Payment 
 
The payments have changed for 2007.  
 
Direct Payment is a guaranteed payment. 
Payment is calculated using the farm base & 
yield. Payment rates are: corn .28, wheat .52, 
barley .24, oats .02, and soybeans .44
(payment = base x 85% x yield x share x 
payment rate) 
 
   22%   of the direct payment is available
starting Dec1 and the final 78% of the 
payment will be issued in October 2007. 
 
Counter-cyclical payment is a payment that 
is based on a 12-month marketing cycle in 
comparison to the target price. This is not a 
guaranteed payment. An advance payment 
may be requested. However, at the end of the 
marketing cycle any unearned payment will 
have to be refunded. 
 
Advance – 40% of the projected payment will 
be issued 6 months after harvest. 
 
Final payment will be issued 12 months after 
harvest. 
 
Record review prior to sign-up: 
 
Farm Changes – report any changes in land-
ownership, tenants or crop share 
arrangements. This also includes land devel-
opment. 

 
Reconstitutions – changes that require farm 
combination or separations should be reported 
as soon as possible. 
 
New Measurement Service Fees 
 
As of November 8, 2006 the basic farm fee for 
an on-site visit was raised to $30.00 plus 
$16/first hour/$8 every 30 minutes after the 
first hour. Minimum of 1 hour. Mileage is
included in the basic farm rate. This rate was 
established to recover overhead expenses 
incurred by the government for items such as 
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     office rent, printing supplies, measuring 
equipment and supplies, and training. The rate 
includes costs for processing the request, 
calculating measurements, and notifying 
producer of the result. 
 
Payment Limitation/Eligibility  
 
USDA payments and benefits are subject to 
producer eligibility and limitation provisions as 
defined by law. Documents and forms to   
determine eligibility and limitation once      
completed are reviewed on an annual basis. It 
is the producer’s responsibility to report 
changes in the farming operation which may 
affect payment eligibility and payment       
limitation.  
 
Eligibility Forms - all basic eligibility forms 
for all producers receiving payments are 
being reviewed for accuracy at this time.  
These forms affect your ability to earn pro-
gram    payments.  Please bear with us as 
these forms are being updated and please 
respond promptly to FSA correspondence 
to avoid delay in payment processing. 
 
Are you changing the structure of your      
operation? For example, is the farm          
converting from an individual to a partnership 
or limited liability corporation? Are you    
changing shares within the business or is one 
of the shareholders leaving the business? 
These questions need to be answered prior to 
sign-up. 
 
Seeking Nominations for COC 
Advisor 
 
Our Ottawa County Office is currently seeking 
nominations for a minority advisor to the 
County Committee. The duties of this position 
include meeting with the Committee members, 
offering suggestions, and advising on issues 
that come before them. Anyone interested in 
the position should submit a short narrative 
about themselves to the FSA office by
January 25, 2006. The term will become 
effective March 1, 2007. Remember, you may 
nominate yourself or another producer.  
 
NAP TIME 
 
The noninsured crop disaster assistance pro-
gram (NAP) is a federally funded program that 
helps producers reduce their risk when 
growing food and fiber crops, specialty crops 
and crops for livestock feed. These benefits 
are only available for crops for which the 

catastrophic level of crop insurance is not 
available. Application for coverage must be 
filed by the applicable crop’s application 
closing date. Production records for all crops 
must be reported to the FSA office no later 
than the application closing date for the crop 
for the following year. FSA requires that any 
production reported in a loss year be verifiable 
according to Agency specifications. Losses 
must be reported within 15 days of loss.  
  
Attention Producers, Landowners
 

 Do you intend to clear timber areas to 
create or to expand existing crop areas? 

 Are you converting a pasture field into a 
crop field? 

 Are there any areas on your farm that you 
are considering cropping that have not 
been cropped in recent years? 

 Is there a wet spot in a field that you want 
to drain to make cropping easier? 

 Are you disturbing a wildlife habitat area of 
any type? 

 Are you doing anything different on your 
farm this year? 

 
These are highly erodible and wetlands    
provision questions that need to be           
considered each year by producers to assure 
that they may remain eligible for USDA    
benefits. If you have any question or concern 
about whether something you plan to do on 
your farm could jeopardize your eligibility for 
benefits, please contact your Natural         
Resources Conservation Service                
representative before you begin work. 
 
SPOUSAL SIGNATURE 
 
Husbands and wives may sign documents on 
behalf of each other for FSA and CCC      
programs in which either has an interest. This 
option is automatically available unless a  
written request for exclusion is made to the 
county office. Exceptions: Spouses may not 
sign FSA-211 (Power of Attorney) on behalf of 
each as an authorized signatory for           
partnerships, joint ventures, corporations or 
other similar entities. Spouses must have a 
FSA-211 on file or sign personally for claim 
settlements, i.e., promissory notes, and on 
security documents for price support loans. 
 
Civil Rights Complaint Process 
 
Any person, class or group of persons may file 
a discrimination complaint with 180 days of an 
alleged discriminatory action. Complaints may 
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    be filed in writing or orally with the agency
head, any designated agency official or the 
Secretary of Agriculture, U.S. Department of
Agriculture, Washington, D.C. 20250. Assis-
tance in filing a complaint can be obtained by
calling or visiting any FSA office. 
 
Conservation Reserve Program 
 
On September 30, 2007, over 300,000 acres
of CRP (except CREP) contracts across the-
country will begin to expire. Practices such as
Grassed Waterways, Shallow WaterAreas for 
Wildlife and Filter Strips may be re-enrolled as 
the existing practicefor another long term con-
tract, provided the acreage meets the needs
andfeasibility criteria and is otherwise in com-
pliance. Such practice acreage mayrequire an
upgrade due to natural wear and tear, as rec-
ommended by NRCS or TSP(Technical
Service Provider), such as shaping or grading
and subsequentre-seeding to meet current
practice standards. 50% cost-sharing would 
beprovided for any necessary upgrades. 
 
Risk Management 
 
To prevent fraud, waste, and abuse in the
Federal Crop Insurance Program: 
 

• FSA assist the Risk                      
Management Association (RMA) and 
insurance providers in monitoring crop 
conditions during the season 

• FSA will refer all suspect cases of 
fraud, waste, or abuse about FCIC to 
RMA 

• Producers may report suspected 
cases of fraud, waste and abuse to 
FSA, RMA or the Office of Inspector 
General 

• FSA will assist RMA with auditing 
claims as necessary 

 
Risk management also requires the producers 
be notified of FCIC sales closing dates.    
Contact your FCIC Insurance Agent for sales 
closing dates. 
 
New Spanish Language Website: 

 
In an ongoing effort to expand Hispanic    
access to USDA programs and services, the 
following website has been launched:  
http://www.usda.gov/EnEspanol/ Consumers 
can use this website to find information from 
nutrition assistance to homeownership or    
conservation programs.  

Marketing Assistance Loan (MAL) 
and LDP Policy for Excess Moisture 
(EM) Commodities 
 
EM commodities pledged as collateral for 
nonrecourse MAL's will be adjusted to reflect 
U.S. standard moisture levels provided in 
procedure (2-LP) The shrink factors shall be 
applied according procedure (8-LP, Ex. 4). 
 
LDP requested quantify must also be reduced 
to reflect the U.S. standard moisture levels 
provided in procedure. 
 
LDP amounts shall be calculated based on the 
net quantity (gross quantity adjusted for    
moisture) times the LDP rate in effect for the 
applicable commodity. The producer’s      
intention to dry is not applicable when      
determining LDP eligibility.  
 
New Lien Search Policy for Market-
ing Assistance Loans (MAL’s) 
 
For MAL requests in amounts greater than 
$25,000.00, FSA County Offices must: 
 

• Conduct lien searches 
• Perfect  the security interest in these 

pledged commodities as provided
under applicable state law 

 
CCC may conduct lien searches and perfect 
the security interest in pledged commodities 
on MAL requests less than $25,000 if CCC is 
considered to be at risk. 
 
Also, please remember that if you have a 
MAL, that: 
 

• You agreed to the terms and         
conditions in CCC-601 which state 
that the producer is responsible for 
pledging commodities which are eligi-
ble for loan and free and clear of all 
liens, security interests, and other   
encumbrances 

• If a lien exists, the producer must    
obtain a lien waiver before the MAL 
can be disbursed 

• If not previously filed, CCC-10 shall be 
completed in case a lien search is 
conducted and a financing statement 
needs to be filed. 
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Emergency Loans 
Available 
 
Applications for losses 
caused by frost & freeze 
that occurred 4/25/2006 
through 10/15/2006 for 
Allegan, Muskegon, & 
Ottawa Counties can be 
submitted until 7/9/2007. 
Applications for losses 
caused by storms       
containing excessive rain, 
flooding, hail, and high 
winds that occurred 
4/26/2006 and continuing 
for Muskegon County (and 
Allegan and Ottawa 
County as contiguous 
counties) can be submitted 
until 7/16/2007.  Eligibility 
for these loans requires a 
30% production loss.  
Please contact Leslie 
(EXT. 18) or Sue (EXT. 
12) for more information. 
 

    

 

Dates to Remember 

December 25 Office Closed –  in observance 
of Christmas  

January 1 Office Closed – in observance 
of New Year  

March 31 Deadline to signup for Non-
insured Assistance Program 

March 31 Last day to request loan or LDP 
on wheat 

May 31 Last day to request loan or LDP 
on corn or soybeans 

Continues Farm Storage Facility Loans 
Continues Grasslands Reserve Program 
Continues Conservation Reserve Program 
DCP Signup Ongoing with a June1 deadline 
Continues Farm Storage/Facility Loan 
 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, 
color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, 
sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual's income is derived 
from any public assistance. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alterna-
tive means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET 
Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD). 

To file a complaint of discrimination, write to: USDA Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20250-9410800-795-3272 (voice) or 202-720-6382(TDD) 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
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