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Microlending from the USDA

A new tool for Pennsylvania farmers

Is the Microloan Right for Me?
The Farm Service Agency (FSA) developed the Microloan (ML) program to better serve the unique financial operating need
of beginning, specialty and small family farms operations. With a streamlined application, improved eligibility and security
requirements and favorable rates and terms, this loan has many advantages for many small scale and beginning farmers.
FSA'’s Microlending option offers more flexible access to credit and serves as an attractive loan alternative for smaller farm-
ing operations like specialty crop producers and operators of community supported agriculture (CSA) businesses.

Uses for Microloans

Microloans can be used for all approved
operating expenses, including:

® |nitial start-up expenses

® Annual expenses such as seed, fertiliz-
er, utilities, land rents

® Marketing and distribution expenses
Family living expenses
Purchase of livestock, equipment,
tools, other essentials

® Minor farm improvements such as
wells, coolers

® Hoop houses - extend growing season
Irrigation
Delivery vehicles

Simplified Process

Focusing on less paperwork to complete,
the ML application process is much sim-
pler than traditional lending. Requirements
for managerial experience and loan securi-
ty have been modified to accommodate
smaller farm operations, beginning farmers
and those with no farm management expe-
rience.

Use Your Life Experience

FSA understands that there will be appli-
cants for the ML program who want to
farm but do not have traditional farm expe-
rience or have not been raised on a farm
or even within a rural community. ML pro-
gram applicants need to have some relat-
ed experience; however, FSA will consider
an applicant’s small business experience
as well as any experience with a self-
guided farm apprenticeship.

Security Requirements

For annual operating purposes, Microloans
must be secured by a first lien on a farm
property or agricultural products, have a
security value of at least 100 percent of
the Microloan amount and up to 150 per-
cent when available. Microloans made for
purposes other than annual operating ex-
penses must be secured by a first lien on a
farm property or agricultural products pur-
chased with loan funds and having a secu-
rity value of at least 100 percent of the
loan amount.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

PennsylvaniaMicrolending

Recently, Pennsylvania Microloans have
made it possible for borrowers to purchase
additional equipment, expand sheep and
cow herds and help cover operating
expenses on farms and ranches all over the
Keystone State.

Favorable Rates, Terms

Eligible applicants may obtain a Microloan
for up to $50,000. The repayment term
may vary, not to exceed seven years. An-
nual operating loans are repaid within 12
months or when the agricultural commodi-
ties products are sold. Interest rates are
based on the regular OL rates that are in
effect at the time of the Microloan approval
or Microloan closing, whichever is less.

Weigh the Benefits
Learn more at your FSA local office or
www.fsa.usda.gov . For a list of local

offices in Pennsylvania visit
www.fsa.usda.gov/pa
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Contact

Location
Phone Number

Counties Served

Doug Gabel, Farm Loan Officer
(FLO)

Gettysburg, PA

717-334-4216

Adams, Cumberland, Franklin,
Fulton, York

Bruce Brown, Farm Loan Manager,
(FLM)

Leesport, PA

610-478-7158

Berks, Bucks, Chester, Delaware,
Lebanon, Lehigh, Montgomery,
Northampton, Schuylkill, Philadelphia

Sheryl Potocek, FLM

Towanda, PA

570-265-3146

Bradford, Lackawanna, Pike,
Sullivan, Susquehanna, Wayne,
Wyoming

Gary Dauberman, FLO

Mill Hall, PA

570-726-3196

Centre, Clinton, Clearfield

Acting Bob Brown, FLM

Meadville, PA

814-336-2127

Crawford, Erie, Forest, Venango,
Warren

Bruce Horning, Senior Farm Loan
Officer, (Sr. FLO)

Huntingdon, PA

814-627-1624

Blair, Huntingdon

Tiffany Lutz, FLM

Lancaster, PA

717-397-6235

Lancaster

Charlene Berg, FLO

Mercer, PA

724-662-2890

Allegheny, Armstrong, Beaver,
Butler, Clarion, Elk, Jefferson,
Lawrence, Mercer, Washington

Amanda Mosholder, FLO

Somerset, PA

814-445-6174

Bedford, Cambria, Fayette, Greene,
Somerset

Krystal Sellers, Sr. FLO

Indiana, PA

724-463-8547

Indiana, Westmoreland

Chip Weaver, FLM

Snyder, PA

570-837-0007

Northumberland, Snyder, Union

Robert Zeigler, Sr. FLO

Mifflintown, PA

717-436-8953

Dauphin, Juniata, Mifflin, Perry

John Felondis, FLM

Tioga, PA

570-724-4812

Cameron, Lycoming, McKean, Potter,
Tioga

Clint Smith, Sr. FLO

Bloomsburg, PA

570-784-4722

Carbon, Columbia, Luzerne, Monroe,
Montour

Farm Service Agency 1 Credit Union PI, Suite 320
Harrisburg, PA 17110

(717) 237-2117

fsainfo@pa.usda.gov

www.fsa.usda.gov/pa

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil
Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service),
(800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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