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Farm Loan Programs

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers loans for farmers and ranchers to purchase
farmland and finance agricultural operations. FSA loan programs are designed to help
producers who are temporarily unable to obtain private or commercial credit. In many
cases, applicants are beginning farmers who have insufficient net worth to qualify for
financing through a commercial lender. In other instances, borrowers might have
suffered setbacks from natural disasters or might be persons with limited resources.

Farm ownership loans or farm operating loans may be obtained as direct loans for a
maximum of up to $200,000. Guaranteed loans can reach a maximum indebtedness of
$852,000. Emergency loans are always direct loans for farmers who may have suffered
physical or production losses in disaster areas designated by a Presidential or
Secretarial disaster declaration. Rural Youth Loans, Loans to Beginning Farmers and
loans for socially disadvantaged applicants are also available through FSA.

For detailed information on loan eligibility or the different available loan programs, just
contact the county office staff for an appointment with a farm loan officer.

Continuous CRP

The Continuous Conservation Reserve Program is a private lands environmental
improvement program that allows participants the opportunity to enroll environmentally
sensitive acreages in conservation practices that will reduce soil erosion, improve water
and soil quality and provide wildlife habitat and food sources.

The Continuous CRP program is a voluntary enrollment program. Eligible landowners
enter into contracts that range from 10 to 15 years in length. In return, the landowners
will receive annual rental, including maintenance payments, incentive payments for
certain activities, and cost share for establishment.

To be eligible for enrolliment in the Continuous CRP, participants and acreage must meet
certain requirements. Provided the eligibility requirements are met, FSA will
automatically accept enroliments of acreage into Continuous CRP. Landowners may
enroll in the program at any time during the year. For more information on Continuous
CRP enroliments, please contact your local FSA office.

Measurement Service

Farmers who would like a guarantee on their crop plantings and land use acreages can
make it official by using the FSA measurement service. Producers must file a request
with the county office staff and pay the cost of a field visit to have stake and referencing
done on the farm. Common Land Unit (CLU) measurement data for the producer’s farm
may be provided in the FSA office free of charge.

Measurement service guarantees compliance with a program, if the planting is limited to
the measured area. Incorrect acreage self-certification can result in reduced program
payments, penalty, or loss of eligibility.



2007 COC Election Information

One of FSA’s responsibilities is to conduct County Committee elections in an open manner that ensures
accountability. County FSA Offices will provide local organizations representing socially disadvantaged groups with
detailed information about the COC election process. FSA is reaching out to agricultural communities to get
equitable representation on their county committees.

Groups representing socially disadvantaged farmers and ranchers, will be actively solicited for COC election
candidates, and encouraged to fill out a nomination form (FSA-669A). Under represented farmers and ranchers are
encouraged to step up and participate in their county’s COC election process. Producers will notice posters and
announcements displayed in businesses, churches, and other public places. COC election fact sheets can be found
online at http://www.fsa.usda.qov/FSA under the News & Events tab on the FSA homepage.

Maintaining CRP Cover

CRP cover maintenance is the participant’s responsibility and must be done according to the conservation plan. All
CRP maintenance activity, such as mowing, burning and spraying, must be conducted outside the primary nesting
season for wildlife and in accordance with the conservation plan.

Spot treatment of the acreage may be allowed during the primary nesting season if certain criteria are met. The
ending date for the primary nesting season in North Carolina is September 15.

Maturing Contracts:

CRP participants with expiring contract acres in the final year of the CRP-1, who intend to destroy cover for
preparation for spring or fall-seeded crops, need pre-authorization from FSA to avoid penalty. Authorization can
only be granted after a completed CRP-1G (Modification to Allow Early Preparation) is reviewed and approved by a
representative of the Commaodity Credit Corporation.

Maintaining Farm Stored Grain Quality

Many producers sometimes struggle to find adequate grain storage. Overfilled grain storage bins can lead to grain
quality problems.

Bins are ideally designed to hold a level volume of grain. When bins are overfilled and grain is heaped up, airflow is
hindered and the chance of spoilage increases.

Producers who take out marketing assistance loans and use the farm-stored grain as collateral should remember
that they are responsible for maintaining the quality of the commodity for the term of the loan.

The Farm Storage Facility Loan Program offers producers low interest financing for the purchase of new grain
storage and drying equipment. Producers may be eligible to finance up to $100 thousand for the purchase of grain
storage and drying equipment.

For information about grain storage options visit your FSA office.

Dates to Remember
June 15—COC Election nomination forms accepted at the FSA Office
June 30—Last day to report all crops
July 4—Independence Day, FSA Office Closed

August 3—Last day to sign up for DCP without a late fee

The US Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all it's programs and activities on the basis or race, color national origin, age,
disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs,
reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all
programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.)
should contact USDA’'s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of
Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal
opportunity provider and employer.




