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Idaho FSA Outreach   
Jerome, Idaho   

             Operating Loan 

 

FSA HELPING BEGINING FARMERS LIVE 
THEIR DREAMS 

 
Aurelio Perez came to Idaho to work for one year in 

1992 on a local dairy in Jerome.   When the year 

ended, he decided to stay and continue working on 

that dairy.  Rocio Perez attended high school in 

Jerome while working part time milking cows on a 

dairy.  In 1993, Rocio & Aurelio met and started 

dating.  After dating for 4 years they married in 

1997.  Aurelio continued to work for the dairy as 

their Herdsman.  In exchange for some of his wages, 

the dairyman compensated him with cows.  In 2009, 

after 17 years of working on a dairy, Aurelio had 

acquired 80 cows lien free.  The Perez’s made a  

decision to venture out on their own and start a small 

dairy, so they went to FSA for financial assistance.  

With FSA’s help, they purchased an additional 30 

cows and today, their current herd is 165 cows. 

 

Rocio has a manure hauling business that she  

operates solely.  In 2008, they bought only one truck 

just to bring a little bit of money in to help out with  

living expenses and help the dairy.   

 

Soon after, they decided to purchase another truck 

and a loader to use for both the dairy and the 

trucking company.  Rocio still operates her  

business.   

 

Both Aurelio and Rocio agreed that each of them 

works just as hard as the other to support their 

family.  A very important part of their lives is 

 raising their 3 boys- ages 12, 6, and 5 months. 

 

While they are still in the process of developing 

and accomplishing their goals, they are surviving 

the roller-coaster in the current economy of the 

dairy industry.  Their long term goals are to  

eventually purchase a dairy of their own and get to 

a 400 cow dairy operation.  Some personal goals 

they have are to do whatever it takes to have all 3 

of their children attend college.  They would like 

to give their children an opportunity that they 

weren’t able to experience themselves.  

 

Farm Service Agency (FSA) helped the Perez  

family with their dairying dreams by providing 

financing for operating needs with very low  

interest rates currently hovering around 1.375%.   

FSA specializes in loans to Beginning Farmers & 

Ranchers, which made FSA a good fit for the 

Perez’s financing needs.  FSA’s “cash-flow”  

lending practice means that they base their loan 

decisions on whether the operation simply has 

more income than expenses, instead of using credit 

scores or loan/value ratios.  In addition to  

operating loans, FSA also provide long term loans 

(up to 40 years) for the purchase of farm real  

estate.  For more information, click on “I Want to 

Obtain Information about FSA Farm Loans” on 

www.fsa.usda.gov/outreach.     

 

   (over) 

Aurelio & Rocio Perez pictured with 3 sons 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/outreach


 

The U.S. Dept of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all of its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, political  
beliefs, genetic information, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not 
all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program infor-
mation (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). 
 
To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 
1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-
8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay). USDA is an equal opportunity pro-
vider and employer.    

Fast Facts 
 
Story Champions:  Jessica Davis, Jerome Farm Loan Officer 
   Candy Moore—State Outreach Coordinator 
   Chris Wood, FLP Marketing Coordinator & Specialist 
   Website:  www.fsa.usda.gov/Id  
 

 
Program: FSA Beginning Farmer Loan Program  (Operating Loan) 
 
Quick Details:   
       
The Farm Service Agency (FSA) provides direct and guaranteed loans to beginning farmers and ranchers who are 
unable to obtain financing from commercial credit sources. Each fiscal year, the Agency targets a portion of its direct 
and guaranteed farm ownership (FO) and operating loan (OL) funds to beginning farmers and ranchers. 
 
  
A beginning farmer or rancher is an individual or entity who (1) has not operated a farm or ranch for more than 10 
years; (2) meets the loan eligibility requirements of the program to which he/she is applying; (3) substantially 
participates in the operation; and, (4) for FO loan purposes, does not own a farm greater than 30 percent of the 
median size farm in the county. (Note: all applicants for direct FO loans must have participated in business operation 
of a farm for at least 3 years.) If the applicant is an entity, all members must be related by blood or marriage, and all 
stockholders in a corporation must be eligible beginning farmers  
 
 
For more information on this and other FSA programs, contact your local USDA Farm Service Agency or visit us online 
at www.fsa.usda.gov .  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


