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Phil Ward

Phil Ward holds Bachelor's and Master's degrees in Agricultural Education from Oregon 
State University, and he began his professional career as a high school agriculture 
teacher. Phil left teaching to join the Oregon Department of Agriculture as a Special 
Assistant to the Director and was promoted to Assistant Director of the Department. In 
that role, he supervised the Natural Resource Policy Area of the agency and served as 
liaison to the Oregon Legislature. He left government in 1997 to become Executive Vice 
President of the Oregon Farm Bureau. 

In 1999, he returned to the Oregon Department of Agriculture as its Director, at the 
request of then Governor John Kitzhaber. During his tenure, he led the implementation 
of Oregon's groundbreaking Agricultural Water Quality Act and worked to increase 
markets for Oregon agricultural products in the Pacific Rim.
In June 2004, he was appointed to serve as Director of the Oregon Water Resources 
Department by Governor Theodore Kulongoski. Governor Kitzhaber reaffirmed that 
appointment upon his return to office in 2011. 

Phil is a fifth generation Oregonian whose ancestors traveled the Oregon Trail in the late 
1840s. He and his wife Pam have three grown children. They currently live with two 
chocolate labs named Huck and Finn on a piece of the home farm near the Willamette 
River, south of the town of Independence.

   


