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PIERCE COUNTY FSA NEWS 
Pierce County FSA 
1011 E. Main #107 
Puyallup, WA. 98372-6738 
(253) 845 9272 
Fax (253) 445 9934 
 
Office Hours 
Monday – Friday 
8:00 AM – 4:30 PM 
 
County Committee 
Lucy Cerqui, Chair 
Harry Petersen, V-Chair 
John Albert, Member 
John Kingsbury, Member 
Faith Sasaki, Advisor 
 
Office Staff 
George Jaquish, CED 
Kathy Modin, PT 
 
Farm Loan Staff 
Mark Turner, FLM 
(360) 354-5658 
Jeff Peterson, FLO 
(360) 748-0084 
 
COC Meeting 
Schedule 
 
June 21st, 2007 @ 10:00 AM 
July 19th, 2007 @ 10:00 AM 
 
Important Dates: 
 
June 7& 8 – Office Closed 
June 30 – Acreage reporting 
                deadline  
Aug 3 – DCP sign up deadline 
 
 
           Web Sites  
www.fsa.usda.gov – FSA 
National 
 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/wa/ - 
WA State FSA 
 
http://www.usda.gov - USDA 
 
South Sound Farm Forestry 
Association (360) 705-1888 
 
Handicapped 
Accommodations:  Special 
accommodations will be 
arranged for those persons 
with a physical, vision, or 
hearing impaired disability.  If 
special accommodations are 
needed, please contact our 
office 
----------------------------------------- 

 

   
 
   
 
Now through June 29th, 2007 the FSA office will be accepting producer’s acreage reports by 
appointment.  The 2002 Farm bill requires that all cropland on a farm be reported and certified 
as a condition of eligibility for producers participating in the Direct and County-Cyclical 
Program (DCP), Loan Deficiency Payment (LDP) and Marketing Assistance Loans, including 
Wool, Mohair and Honey loans, the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) & Conservation 
Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) and the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program 
(NAP). 
 
Producers are reminded that information reported to FSA on the acreage report should be 
accurate and the same information reported to other Federal Agencies, such as crop insurance. 
 
    
 
 
Agricultural producers in S. King County and most of Pierce County (Local Administrative 
Area (LAA) #1) who would like to guide federal farm programs at the local level have a 
chance to do so.  The USDA Farm Service Agency is seeking candidates for the grower-
elected County committee election, November 2 to December 3, 2007.  Nominations are due to 
the FSA county office by August 1, 2007. 
 
These federal farm programs represent millions of dollars to our rural economy.  The local 
committee is the best way to ensure the programs fit four area’s agricultural conditions as 
much as possible.  FSA encourages all interested agricultural producers, including women and 
growers of different ethnic backgrounds, to seek nomination. 
 
The FSA County Office Committee is the most direct link between USDA farm programs and 
local growers.  The County Committee system helps shape nation-wide programs into 
programs that work at the local level by making decisions related to commodity price support 
loans and payments, establishing allotments, yields and marketing quotas for some crops.  FSA 
committees also make eligibility determinations for conservation programs, as well as disaster 
assistance. 
 
The people elected to the committee will become part of a national network of farmers and 
ranchers that have a unique opportunity to help the future of all local growers.  This is 
government as its best-locally rooted, and bringing the resources and expertise of the USDA 
together with our customers. 
 
Elected County Committee members receive an hourly wage for their attendance and 
representation at county committee meetings.  Persons interested in holding office as a county 
committee member are encouraged to check eligibility requirements with the local county FSA 
office.  Additional information and nomination forms may be requested from the Farm Service 
Agency located in the US Department of Agriculture Service Center at 1011 E. Main, Suite 
107, Puyallup, WA. 
 
Local Administrative Area # 1 boundaries are as follows: 
 

Pierce County south of SR 512 and southeast of I-5 (Lakewood, Fort Lewis), west of  
SR 161, south of 224th St. E., and that portion of King County east of HWY 167, south  
of Holm Rd. extending east to county line. 
 
 

 
  
 
To have Non-Insured Crop disaster Assistance (NAP) coverage for Fall planted onions, Fall 
planted vegetable seed crops and all Value Loss Crops (floricultural, ornamental nursery, 
Christmas tree crops, Turfgrass sod, Aquaculture, including ornamental fish, Ginseng root and 
Mushrooms) producers need to pay their administrative fee by 08/31/07.  Please make an 
appointment with your local FSA office to pay the administrative fees. 
 
 

               Acreage Reports 

                     County Committee Nominations 

    Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance 
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The US Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where 
applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s 
income is derived from any public assistance program.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for 
communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotapes, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). 
 
To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Ave. SW, Washington D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) 

or (202) 720-5964 (TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
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Any land divisions or additions on your farm impacts your acreage bases.  For program purposes, FSA adheres to a landowner 
designation of dividing bases in the manner agreed to by the parent farm owner and purchaser or transferee.  This method of 
dividing the bases may be used when any part of a farm or tract is sold or ownership is transferred, an entire tract or farm is sold 
to two or more persons, or farm or tract ownership is transferred to two or more persons.  The land sold or transferred must have 
been owned for at least three years unless the County Committee approves a waiver of this requirement. 
                          

 
  

      
FSA has direct and guaranteed loan programs available for family-size farm businesses.  FSA’s loan programs are designed to 
help farmers who are temporarily unable to obtain private, commercial credit. 
 
The loan limits for direct operating and farm ownership loans are $200,000 each.  The loan limit for guaranteed operating and 
farm ownership loans is a combined total of $899,000.  Funding is allocated for these programs after October 1 of each year. 
 
Depending on the type of loan, funds can be used to purchase farms, livestock, and equipment, operate the farm, build or repair 
farm buildings, pay for water development for conservation practices and in some cases refinance debts.  For additional 
information contact one our area loan offices. 

                         
 
  

 
FSA offers 9-month CCC loans, using the harvested commodity as collateral.  The loans enable producers to extend their 
marketing season by allowing them to hold their commodity beyond harvest when prices are usually lowest.  Producers must 
maintain beneficial interest in the commodity for the entire length of the loan.  The commodity may be stored on the farm or in 
CCC licensed warehouses.  The commodity must be provided safe storage through loan maturity.  The structure must allow for 
safe inspection, measurement, and sampling of the commodity. 
 
Producers may choose a Loan Deficiency Payments (LDPs) in lieu of a loan.  The LDP payment amount is determined by 
comparing the posted county price (PCP) for a commodity to the county loan rate for that commodity in the county.  If the PCP 
is less than the county loan rate, the producer may file for a payment of the difference between the two prices on the date of 
application, or the date beneficial interest is lost. Producers must have beneficial interest when applying for an LDP. 
 
Anyone raising the following crops is eligible for commodity loans or LDPs: barley, oats, wheat, corn, grain sorghum, soybeans, 
canola, crambe, flaxseed, mustard seed, rapeseed, safflower seed, sesame seed, sunflower seed, dry peas, lentils, and small 
chickpeas.  Honey, wool, and mohair are also eligible. 
 
 

 
  County Executive Director 
   

            Farm Loan Programs Available 

        Farm Divisions and Reconstitutions 

             Crop Marketing Tools Available 


