Native Pollinator Planting: CP42 Fact Sheet
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On March 2, 2012, USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced an initiative that includes 100,000 acres for a  new continuous Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) Practice – Pollinator Habitat. The Pollinator Habitat practice assists producers to establish covers that benefit honey bees and native pollinators throughout the growing season.  

A pollinator habitat planting consists of native grasses, wildflowers and native shrubs (optional) which provide cover, nectar and pollen for native pollinators. Native pollinators include a wide range of insects including bees, beetles, butterflies, and moths, as well as birds. 

To encourage and support a diverse group of pollinators this practice establishes a diverse stand of grasses and wildflowers. Wildflowers have been selected to provide not only a large diversity of species, but also to provide a diversity of flower color and structure, and to ensure flowering throughout the growing season. 

Why is Pollinator Habitat Planting Important?
Pollinators provide a very important ecological service. Approximately three quarters of all flowering plants rely upon animals to pollinate their flowers.

One third of our agricultural crops require pollinations by insects.  These crops have an annual market value of $20 billion.  In addition to agricultural crops such as fruits and many vegetables, these plants include seed producing wildflowers, fruit producing shrubs and nut producing trees which provide a source of food for many wildlife species.

Native grasses were present across the United States when Europeans arrived. Many of these grasses are associated with native prairies, barrens and savannas.

Some of the more common native grasses that grow well include warm-season grasses such

as big bluestem, little bluestem, and Indian grass as well as native cool season grasses such as Canada wild rye and Virginia wild rye. Common wildflowers include black-eyed Susan, purple coneflower, coreopsis, and others.

What are the financial benefits?

· Up to 50% cost share for preparation and establishment of the native pollinator plantings.

· A one-time signing bonus of $150 per acre.

· Annual rental payments for enrolled acres including an annual maintenance payment

Required Management

All Native Pollinator contracts must have mid-term contract management activities scheduled that are site specific and will ensure plant diversity, wildlife habitat, and protection of soil and water resources. Cost-share assistance will be provided.

Land Eligibility

To be eligible for this practice the land must have a cropping history (4 out of 6 years from 1996-2001), or be land capable of growing an annual agricultural commodity that is part of an orchard/vineyard/perennial fruit producing area. To participate in the pollinator habitat sign-up, landowners must convert a minimum of 2 acres to habitat with the plot being at least 100-feet wide. Landowners with previously existing CRP enrolled lands may enroll additional contiguous acres under SAFE agreements that meet the above criteria.
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Who is eligible?

· Owners or operators of eligible land who meet the adjusted gross income rules

· Individuals who are in compliance with Highly Erodible Land and Wetland provisions.

· Operators must have a 10—15 year lease with the landowners to enroll

· All landowners must sign the CRP-1 contract

· Landowners may not take land under lease from an operator to enroll it in CRP.

· Enrollment will be on a first come first served basis
How do I learn more about CRP-SAFE?

Contact your local Farm Service Agency (FSA). Phone numbers for your county offices can be obtained by going to http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/stateOffices?area=stoffice&subject=landing&topic=landing
FSA will be able to determine producer eligibility. All of the forms necessary to enroll in the program are available at the FSA office. 
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�Can we get a list of species elsewhere in the country?





