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    COC ELECTION RESULTS 
 

Sonya Kuffel, Wayne Schalk and Clif-
ford Tollini have been elected to the 
County FSA Committee.  We appreciate 
all the voters who took the time to 
complete the election ballot and those 
individuals who are willing to service 
on the County Committee.  The County 
Committee system would not work 
without your participation! 
 

ELIGIBILITY FOR 2007 
PROGRAMS 

 

FSA is reviewing eligibility for all 2007 
programs, including CRP.  Producers 
may be asked to complete new basic 
eligibility paperwork the first time they 
are in the office for 2007.  In most 
cases the paperwork can be completed 
in about 15 minutes.  Larger  
operations, partnerships, joint opera-
tions, DBA’s, and Corporations may 
take longer.  2007 payments cannot be 
issued until ALL forms are filed.  
Please plan ahead and visit the office 
early to avoid delays in payments. 
 

ENROLLMENT UNDERWAY FOR 
2007 DIRECT & COUNTER 

CYCLICAL PAYMENT PROGRAM
 

Producers can now enroll farms in DCP 
for the 2007 crop year.  Farms must be 
enrolled by June 1, 2007 to avoid a late 
filing fee of $100 per farm. 
 

Reminder:  ALL cropland on a farm 
MUST be reported each year in order to 
earn payments.  June 30th is the dead-
line to report wheat and July 15th is the 
final day for all other crops, forage and 
CRP.   
 

Program payments can only be earned 
by persons who have risk in the crop.  

  
Participants are required to protect all 
planted and idle DCP base acres from 
erosion and weeds throughout the 
crop year.  Weeds are not an accept-
able cover and must be mowed.  Fruits 
and vegetables (FAV’s) cannot be 
planted on base acres unless the farm 
or producer has FAV history.  In cases 
where the farm and/or producer are 
eligible, the producer will receive an 
acre-for-acre reduction in his/her pro-
gram payment.  FAV’s include dry 
edible beans, potatoes, cucumbers, 
peppers, zucchini, and squash, among 
others.  If no FAV history exists, it is 
considered a program violation and 
could cost the producer the DCP pay-
ment for the entire farm. 
 

COMMODITY LOAN 
AVAILABILITY DATES 

 

The final day to request loans or LDPs for 
2006 commodities are as follows: 
Wool – January 31, 2007 
Wheat, Oats, Barley – March 31, 2007 
Corn, Soybeans, Sunflowers – May 31, 2007
 

NEW MEASUREMENT SERVICE 
RATE 

 

Measurement service rates have 
changed to a minimum of $46.00 per 
request.  This includes one hour of 
service.  There is an additional charge 
of $8.00 for every 30 minutes after the 
first hour.  There will be no separate 
mileage charge. 
 

EMERGENCY LOW INTEREST 
LOANS 

 

Emergency loans are available to all 
qualified farm operators in Emmet and 
Charlevoix counties caused by the fol-
lowing natural disaster: 
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CIVIL RIGHTS 
COMPLAINT 
PROCESS 

 

Any person, class 
or group of persons 
may file a discrimi-
nation complaint 
within 180 days of 
an alleged discrimi-
natory action.  
Complaints may be 
filed in writing or 
orally with the 
agency head, any 
designated agency 
official or the Secre-
tary of Agriculture, 
U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, Wash-
ington, D.C. 20250.  
Assistance in filing 
a complaint can be 
obtained by calling 
or visiting any FSA 
office. 

 
 
 

CONTROLLED 
SUBSTANCE 

 
Any person who is 
convicted under fed-
eral or state law of a 
controlled substance 
violation could be in-
eligible for USDA 
payments or benefits.  
Violations include 
planting, harvesting or 
growing a prohibited 
plant.  Prohibited 
plants include mari-
juana, opium poppies, 
and other drug pro-
ducing plants. 

     • Drought, from June 1, 2006 
through September 30, 2006 

• Deadline to apply is July 9, 2007
 

These loans are designed to help cover 
part or actual losses.  FSA will con-
sider each loan application on its own 
merits, taking into account the extent 
of losses, security available, and re-
payment ability.  Terms of the loan to 
recover from production losses will 
normally be scheduled for up to 7 
years.  The current interest rate is 
3.75% per annum. 
 

Interested farmers may contact Lloyd 
Parks at 989-356-3596. 
 

Additional information is also available 
at:  http://www.fsa.usda.gov. 
 

eGov HELP AVAILABLE 
 

Producers wishing to conduct their USDA 
business online can now do so.  We can help 
you gain access to those e-programs and e-
services that require authentication of the 
producer’s identity.  Contact the office for 
more info. 
 

PAYMENT LIMITATION 
 

Producers are reminded that no pro-
gram benefits may be made until the 
FSA office has made all the necessary 
payment limitation and eligibility de-
terminations.  Producers will remain 
ineligible until all the required forms 
that include information pertaining to 
their farming operations are provided 
to the office.  The FSA county commit-
tee or the producer may initiate the 
payment limitation and payment eligi-
bility determinations.  If the producer 
requests the determination, the request 
may be filed anytime before the final 
date for submitting the CCC-502 (Farm 
Operating Plan for Payment Eligibility 
Review). 
 

The following programs are subject to 
the following payment limitation. 
 

• DCP:  Direct Payment - $40,000 
per crop year. 

• DCP:  Counter-Cyclical Payment 
- $65,000 per crop year. 

• LDP’s:  $75,000 per crop year. 

• Market Gains:  $75,000 per crop 
year. 

• Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP) - $50,000 per fiscal year. 

• Emergency Conservation Pro-
gram (ECP) - $200,000 

• Noninsured Crop Disaster As-
sistance Program (NAP) - 
$100,000 per crop year. 

• Environmental Quality Incentive 
Payment (EQIP) - $450,000 
through the life of the farm bill. 

 

Statutory provisions require that all 
entities; individuals, partnerships, joint 
operations, corporations, trusts, etc. 
provide the names, addresses and ID 
numbers of the entity’s members to the 
county committee.  Also, entities must 
inform their members of the require-
ment for designating “permitted 
entities” for payment purposes.  
Spouses may be considered separate 
“persons” for payment limitation pur-
poses if this determination is 
requested and all the applicable re-
quirements to be determined a 
“person” are met. 
 

SPOUSAL SIGNATURES 
 

A husband and wife may sign documents on 
behalf of each other for FSA and Commod-
ity Credit Corporation programs in which 
either has an interest.  This does not apply 
to loans and LDP’s.  This option is auto-
matically available unless a written request 
for excluding a spouse is made to the county 
office staff by either spouse. 
 

MILK PROGRAM 
 

Just a reminder to all producers that 
are signed up for the MILCX program 
to keep submitting those milk receipts! 
The program continues through Sep-
tember 2007.  Milk producers that are 
not already signed up may still do so at 
any time before the program end date. 
 

Any producer wishing to change the 
start month must do so on or before 
the 14th of the month before the month 
you are changing to. 
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NAP COVERAGE 

DEADLINE 
 
Non-Insured Crop 
Disaster Assistance 
Program (NAP) is 
available for 2007 
crops for which Catas-
trophic level crop 
insurance is not avail-
able.  The application 
fee is 
$100/crop/county; or 
$300/producer/county, 
not to exceed 
$900/producer for all 
counties.   
 
Producers who had 
coverage on 2006 NAP 
crops may choose to 
continue coverage on 
the same crop or crops 
for 2007, if the appli-
cable service fee is 
submitted by the ap-
plication closing date.   
(See Dates to Remem-
ber for closing dates.) 
 
If you carried NAP 
coverage on crops for 
crop year 2006, please 
REMEMBER to pro-
vide your production 
to the FSA office.  This 
is required for all 
crops which are cov-
ered under a NAP 
policy. 
 
To remain compliant 
in NAP, producers 
MUST: 1) file acreage 
reports by July 15, 
2007, 2) follow HEL 
and Wetland conser-
vation compliance 
requirements, 3) file 
Notice of Loss within 
15 days of weather 
damage or within 15 
days of the loss becom-
ing apparent to the 
producer, 4) request 
loss adjustment  

    FARM RECORD CHANGES 
 

Report any farming operation changes 
so that we can keep your records cur-
rent.  Failure to notify FSA of changes 
in your farming operation may ad-
versely impact your eligibility for 
USDA benefits.  You should also be 
aware of Highly Erodible Land Conser-
vation, Wetland Conservation, 
Payment Eligibility, and Payment Limi-
tation provisions, which impact your 
eligibility for Direct and Counter-
Cyclical Program (DCP) payments, as 
well as other USDA program benefits. 
 

Changes to your farming operation 
may include, but are not limited to, a 
change in the structure of your farming 
operation, the addition or removal of 
farms that you operate, changes in 
your rental agreements, ownership 
changes, or changes from agricultural 
to non-agricultural land uses.  **If you 
have any farms requiring reconstitu-
tions, be sure to request this prior to 
DCP sign-up.** 
 

DCP and MARKETING 
ASSISTANCE LOANS SURVEY 

 

FSA customer satisfaction surveys will 
be administered to randomly-selected 
DCP and Marketing Assistance Loan 
(MAL) participants beginning in Janu-
ary.  This survey will include questions 
about application processes, program 
effectiveness, modes of service deliv-
ery, and customer service provided at 
field FSA offices.  The intent of this 
survey is to determine the general 
level of customer satisfaction with 
DCP and MAL’s. 
 

If contacted, please take the time to 
complete this survey accurately.  It will 
benefit producers and FSA alike. 
 
 

 

CONSERVATION COMPLIANCE
 

Highly erodible land (HEL) compliance 
is still required to earn program bene-
fits.  This includes payments under the 
Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program, 
Conservation Reserve Program, loan 
deficiency payments (LDP’s), Farm 
Loan Program, crop insurance and 
many other USDA programs.  Farms 
with HEL soils need to be aware of till-
age, crop residue, and rotation 
requirements spelled out in their con-
servation plans or through their 
conservation system.  If you have any 
questions about the specifics of your 
conservation plan or system, stop by 
the Natural Resources Conservation 
Service office.  Take the time now to 
make sure your farm is in compliance.  
Don’t wait until the plow hits the 
ground! 
 

REPORT CHANGES TO YOUR 
BANK ACCOUNT 

 

You need to notify the county office if you 
close your bank account, change banks, or 
if another financial institution purchases 
your bank.  Payments can be delayed if we 
are not aware of changes to your account or 
routing numbers. 
 

MARKETING ASSISTANCE 
LOANS and LOAN DEFICIENCY 

PAYMENTS (LDP’s) 
 

Commodity loans and LDP’s are avail-
able without participation in the DCP 
program, however, crops must be re-
ported.  A producer cannot obtain a 
loan and LDP on the same bushels and 
he/she must maintain beneficial inter-
est in the crop for the length of the 
loan.  Also, it is the producer’s respon-
sibility to maintain the quality of the 
commodity in farm storage through the 
term of the loan.  Nine month loans are 
available when crops are harvested. 
There are two types of loans, farm-
stored and warehouse-stored.  Differ-
ent rules apply to each type.  The loan 
rate is the rate for the county where the 
grain is stored.  The producer must 
maintain beneficial interest in the grain
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appraisals if any crop 
will not be harvested 
or to document pro-
duction left in the 
field, and 5) provide 
true and complete 
production records for 
the unit. 
 
 
 
 
 

SPECIAL 
ACCOMMODATIONS 

 
Special accommodations 
will be made upon request 
for individuals with disabili-
ties, vision impairment or 
hearing impairment.  If 
accommodations are re-
quired, individuals should 
contact the FSA Office in 
person or by phone. 
 

    

 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its program and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, 
disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, 
reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all pro-
grams.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information ( Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) 
should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  
 
To file a complaint of Discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW., Washington, DC 20250-
9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.  
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Dates to Remember 

February 19 President’s Day – Office 
closed 

March 15  Final day to purchase NAP for 
spring crops 

March 31 
Final date to request loans and 
LDP’s for 2006 wheat, oats, 
barley, and honey 

May 28 Memorial Day – Office closed 

May 31 
Final date to request loans or 
LDP’s for 2006 corn, soy-
beans, and sunflowers 

Ongoing Farm Storage Facility Loans, 
Continuous CRP, MILCX 

 
Visit our Web site at: 

www.fsa.usda.gov 
 

NOW Open for Fun and Games: 
FSA Kids 

www.fsa.usda.gov/fsakids 

under loan. 
 

Provisions of the loan program state 
that a loan cannot be disbursed until a 
lien search is completed, necessary 
lien waivers are obtained, and the UCC-
1 is on file.  This does not apply if the 
loan principal is under $25,000. 
 

IMPORTANT NOTICE:  If sales pro-
ceeds are needed to repay the loan, 
you MUST request a CCC-681-1 (Mar-
keting Authorization) prior to moving 
the grain.  Market Loan Repayments 
are an option that allows you to use 
cash to repay a loan at the lesser of the 
posted county price or principal plus 
interest. 
 

If terms and conditions of the loan are 
violated, liquidated damages could be 
assessed, the loan could be called, 
and/or it could be required to repay the 
loan quantity involved in the violation.   


