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USDA Encourages Producers to Consider Risk Protection Coverage before Fall Crop 
Sales Deadlines 

Disaster Assistance is Available for Crops that are Ineligible for Federal Insurance 
 
 
WASHINGTON, Aug. 20, 2015 – Farm Service Agency Administrator Val Dolcini today encouraged 
producers to examine the available U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) crop risk protection 
options, including federal crop insurance and Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) 
coverage, before the sales deadline for fall crops. 
 
“Deadlines are quickly approaching to purchase coverage for fall-seeded crops,” said Dolcini. "We 
remind producers that crops not covered by insurance may be eligible for the Noninsured Crop Disaster 
Assistance Program. The 2014 Farm Bill expanded NAP to include higher levels of protection. 
Beginning, underserved and limited resource farmers are now eligible for free catastrophic level 
coverage, as well as discounted premiums for additional levels of protection." 
 
Federal crop insurance covers crop losses from natural adversities such as drought, hail and excessive 
moisture. NAP covers losses from natural disasters on crops for which no permanent federal crop 
insurance program is available, including forage and grazing crops, fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, 
floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial 
crops. 
 
USDA has partnered with Michigan State University and the University of Illinois to create an online 
tool at www.fsa.usda.gov/nap that allows producers to determine whether their crops are eligible for 
federal crop insurance or NAP and to explore the best level of protection for their operation. NAP basic 
coverage is available at 55 percent of the average market price for crop losses that exceed 50 percent of 
expected production, with higher levels of coverage, up to 65 percent of their expected production at 100 
percent of the average market price, including coverage for organics and crops marketed directly to 
consumers. 
 
Deadlines for coverage vary by state and crop. To learn more about NAP visit www.fsa.usda.gov/nap or 
contact your local USDA Service Center. To find your local USDA Service Centers go to 
http://offices.usda.gov.   
 
Federal crop insurance coverage is sold and delivered solely through private insurance agents. Agent 
lists are available at all USDA Service Centers or at USDA’s online Agent Locator: 
http://prodwebnlb.rma.usda.gov/apps/AgentLocator/#. Producers can use the USDA Cost Estimator, 
https://ewebapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/costestimator/Default.aspx, to predict insurance premium costs. 
 
NAP was reauthorized by the 2014 Farm Bill. The Farm Bill builds on historic economic gains in rural 
America over the past six years, while achieving meaningful reform and billions of dollars in savings for 
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taxpayers. Since enactment, USDA has made significant progress to implement each provision of this 
critical legislation, including providing disaster relief to farmers and ranchers; strengthening risk 
management tools; expanding access to rural credit; funding critical research; establishing innovative 
public-private conservation partnerships; developing new markets for rural-made products; and 
investing in infrastructure, housing and community facilities to help improve quality of life in rural 
America. For more information, visit www.usda.gov/farmbill.  
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