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 Dates to Remember 

September 30—2008 SURE     
application  deadline  

September 30- NAP—Forage  
sign-up Deadline 

Ongoing: LDP sign-up 

Ongoing :  Continuous  

Conservation Reserve        

Program (CRP) signup  

   October 11—Columbus Day  

       Service Center  closed 

       

County Committee 

COC meetings start at 12:30 pm 
and are scheduled for :  

   September 14, 2010 

   October 12, 2010 

   November  9, 2010   

   December 9, 2010 Ballot Count  

  

    Please call to confirm.                    

  

 

 

 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
 
Rockingham & Strafford County 
FSA 
Knightly Plaza 
629 Calef Highway, Ste 203 
Epping, NH  03042 

 
Phone:(603)679-4656 
Fax: (603)679-4658 
www.fsa.usda.gov 
 
Hours 
Monday - Friday 
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
Excluding Federal Holidays 
  
Farm Service Agency 
County Committee 
  Richard Babcock, Chair 
  Philip Ferdinando 
  Katherine McPhee 
  Judith Merrill 
  Ruth Scruton, Vice-Chair 
 
County Executive Director 
Linda Pearson (ext 111) 
linda.pearson@nh.usda.gov  

Program Staff 
Carol Sargent, PT (ext 100) 

carol.sargent@nh.usda.gov 

Farm Loan Manager 
Sherrill Harris 
603-223-6003  
sherrill.harris@nh.usda.gov 

2 0 0 8  S U P P L E M E N T A L  R E V E N U E  A S S I S T A N C E  

  W H Y   -   “ BY ”  

   Farmers who’s crops were covered by crop insurance or non-insured assistance (NAP)    

during 2008 and suffered a crop loss of greater than 10%, directly related to a natural disaster 

in 2008, may apply for SURE.   

   Producers are encouraged to file an application for 2008 SURE payments.  An   electronic 

SURE program payment calculator and additional information regarding the SURE program 

is located at http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/sure .  

   Please gather all your 2008 crop records, on all crops, on all the farms you use, and give us a 

call.  SURE looks at all crops grown by a producer on all farms used.  

  The deadline to apply is September 30, 2010.   

  There are many instances where you may legally sign on behalf of another person or entity. 

You may be a member of a general partnership or trust or an officer of a corporation or limited 

liability company (LLC) which has designated you as the person to sign on behalf of the busi-

ness entity. You may also have a general or special power of attorney authorizing you to sign 

on behalf of another person. To know if you need to sign “by” before your name, you need to 

ask yourself whether you are signing for yourself as an individual, or in a representative capac-

ity on behalf of some other person or entity. 

   If you are signing for yourself, all you need do is sign your name, but keep in mind that you 

are going to be held personally and financially responsible for the legal document that you are 

signing. If you are only signing in a representative capacity, you need to make sure that you 

sign “by” before your name on any USDA forms. Why?  Because, you want USDA and other 

government agencies to understand that you are not signing the document to accept personal 

and financial responsibility, but only as a representative.  Consequently, if something goes 

wrong, the responsibility rests with the business entity or other person that you are represent-

ing, and not yourself. (Keep in mind that general partners are usually jointly and severally li-

able for the partnership obligations). For instance, if money has to be repaid, who is responsi-

ble for paying it? 

  Please keep in mind, that every general rule, particularly legal ones, have exceptions. If you 

have any questions about the “by” line, or your particular situation, please give the office a 

call.*(Please keep in mind that I am a CED, not a lawyer.  Therefore, if you have concerns 

about your particular legal situation you should consult your legal counsel for advice.) 

  USDA Farm Service Agency has announced the launch of a Conservation Loan (CL) pro-

gram that will provide farm owners and farm-related business operators access to credit to im-

plement conservation techniques that will conserve natural resources.  

  Conservation Loans provide farmers, who want to implement conservation measures on their 

lands, a chance to do so by providing assistance with their up-front costs. In return, these pro-

ducers will help reduce soil erosion, improve water quality and promote sustainable and or-

ganic agricultural practices. 

  Direct CLs can be obtained through local Farm Service Agency (FSA) offices with loan lim-

its up to $300,000.  Guaranteed CLs up to $1,112,000 are available from lenders working with 

FSA. 

  CL funds can be used to implement conservation practices approved by the Natural Re-

sources Conservation Service (NRCS), such as the installation of conservation structures; es-

tablishment of forest cover; installation of water conservation measures; establishment or im-

provement of permanent pastures; implementation of manure management; and the adaptation 

of other emerging or existing conservation practices, techniques or technologies. 

 

ALL NEW!  Conservation Loan Program  

   Emergency Forest Restoration Program 

(EFRP) - This program will be to reforest  

forestland lost by a natural disaster on or   

after January 1, 2010. EFRP  will be           

announced soon.                                          

Stay tuned for more information.  

COMING SOON! 

mailto:linda.pearson@nh.usda.gov
mailto:carol.sargent@nh.usda.gov


      If you believe you have been discriminated against on the basis of age, color, disability, genetic information, marital or familial 

status, national origin, parental status, political beliefs, public assistance status, race, religion, reprisal, sex, or sexual orientation, you 

may file a discrimination complaint.  

     The complaint must be filed within 180 days of an alleged discriminatory action. Complaints may be filed in writing or orally 

with the agency head, any designated agency official or the Secretary of Agriculture, U.S. Department of Agriculture, Washington, 

D.C. 20250 

      NOTE: Not all bases apply to all programs.  

P A Y M E N T  L I M I T A T I O N   
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  A G I  —  A D J U S T E D  G R O S S  I N C O M E  
    The 2008 Farm Bill made changes to the average Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) limitations for program eligibility for 2009 through 

2012. The average AGI provisions are applicable to the majority of programs administered by the Farm Service Agency (FSA).  

     Each of the following, when directly or indirectly requesting benefits subject to AGI, must certify compliance: 

Individuals / Legal entities 

All interest holders, stockholders, or members of a legal entity 

All members of a joint operation or general partnership 

     Producers must file a CCC-926 or provide a statement from a certified public accountant or an attorney on a yearly basis. 

“The U.S. Dept of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all of its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, 

disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, political  beliefs, genetic informa-

tion, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all 

programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) 

should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). 

To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 

Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or 

(866) 377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.”   

     Individuals and entities must be “actively engaged” in farming to be eligible for farm program payments. To be considered ac-

tively engaged, the individual or member of the entity must make a significant contribution to the farming operation of capital, 

equipment, and land, or a combination of all. Individuals and members of entities must provide personal labor or active personal 

management, or a combination. 

     New forms have been developed in accordance with the 2008 Farm Bill and must be filed before any payment can be made. 

 

C O N T I N U O U S  C R P  
    The Continuous Conservation Reserve Program is an environmental improvement program that allows participants to enroll envi-

ronmentally sensitive acreages to reduce soil erosion, improve water and soil quality and provide wildlife habitat and food sources.  

Practices which have been enrolled in continuous CRP are establishing grass waterways in tilled cropland, establishing filter strips 

along waterways, fencing animals out of waterways and supplying an alternative water source. 

    Cost sharing for these practices is 90% and with an accompanying annual payment  for maintenance and rental of acreage.      

  F A R M  S T O R E D  F A C I L I T Y  L O A N S  ( F S F L )  
   Producers who grow their own crops of vegetables, fruits, hay, corn, or grain crops may be interested in knowing 

there is a Farm Stored Facility Loan Program available to them . The FSFL program allows you to 

add needed storage for your crops.  Cold storage, root cellars, hay barns, corn cribs, bunkers, and 

silos are all eligible types of storage facilities.  The interest rate is fixed once the loan is approved.                               

 Currently the rate for September is 2.25% for a term of 7 years, and  3.625 percent for a 10 

 year term. Other terms are available. The maximum loan is $250,000, and the maximum term is 15 years. A  

credit check is required and there is a $100 application fee.  Please call the office for more information.   

  

 

September is National 

Honey Month 

F A R M  L O A N S         

   The Farm Service Agency has a variety of loan programs available to beginning farmers, established farmers, and socially disadvan-

taged farmers. In addition, FSA makes operating loans of up to $5,000 to youths between the ages of 10 and 20 to finance income-

producing agricultural projects. To learn more, contact the FSA Farm Loan Team in Concord at 223-6003. 
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