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Rutherford County News 

Rutherford 
County USDA 
Service Center 
 
Rutherford County FSA 
121 Laurel Drive  
Rutherfordton NC 28139 
(828) 287-4220 (phone) 
(828) 287-8081 (fax) 
 
Hours 
Monday - Friday 
7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
 
County Committee 
Larry Bailey, Chairman 
David Camp, V-Chair 
Javan Calton, member 
Pat Mintz, COC Advisor 
Aaron Martin, District Dir. 
Meeting Date: 3rd Tues. 
9:00 a.m. 
 
Staff 
Dianne Davis, CED 
Nancy Bradshaw, PT 
Diane Roper, PT 
 
 
Special Reminders 
 
2007 DCP sign-up began 
October 1, 2006 and 
continues through June 1, 
2007. These contracts 
must be renewed every 
year. 
 
HOLIDAYS 
Dec. 25-Christmas  
Jan. 1-New Years 
Jan. 15-Martin Luther King 
Feb. 19-President’s Day 
 
 
HAPPY NEW YEAR 

 
 
 
 

 
 COUNTY COMMITTEE ELECTION 
The FSA County Committee election vote count was held on Thursday, December 7. 
We had 117 out of 770 eligible voters take part in this election. We would like to thank 
everyone who took the time to vote. Thomas Carswell is the new County Committeeman
and Jerry Smith is the alternate for LAA 2.  The County Committee organizational 
meeting will be held January 16th , 2007. We know both of these men will do an excellent 
job representing their farming communities. The FSA Committees apply their judgment 
and knowledge to make decisions on county commodity price-support loan eligibility, 
establishment of allotments and yields, conservation programs, disaster programs, 
employment and other farm program-related issues. The Rutherford Committee meets 
the third Tuesday of every month beginning at 9:00 am. The meeting is held at the 
Rutherford County Farm Service Center. 
 
CONSERVATION RESERVE PROGRAM 
The extension and re-enrollments went well for 2006. Many producers whose land would 
have expired from the CRP program in September 2007 are now going to be able to 
continue their contracts for additional years. This will benefit the producer as well as the 
county. As of now we do not know about a general sign-up for the 2007 Fiscal Year. The 
facts will be publicized by every means possible if and when a sign-up is announced. 
Continuing CRP is still offered at any time. There does not have to be an announced 
sign-up for this program. Check with our office or NRCS for offered practices and 
eligibility requirements.  As a reminder to all CRP participants-----if you sell land 
enrolled in the CRP program, the buyer must agree to continue the enrollment or 
you may have to refund all of the payments you’ve received to date plus interest. 
Please also remember all the regulations of program compliance-----yearly 
acreage certification and cover maintenance. The County Office should be notified 
anytime there is a change in your CRP land.  
 
ELIGIBILITY UPDATES 
Because it is believed that some ineligible producers may have received program 
payments in the last few years, FSA is requiring all county offices to complete new forms 
for producers who request and earn payments through the agency.  These forms are 
used to determine and confirm that producers are “actively engaged in farming” and  
how payment limitation for a person should be determined. A form must also be 
completed stating that the gross income for the person or entity does not exceed 2.5 
million dollars for the 3 year period prior to 2007. Our office is mailing out forms for 
producers to complete and sign and return back to us. No contracts can be approved or 
payments made until all eligibility requirements are met. If you receive a packet of forms 
from us and have any questions, please do not hesitate to call or come by our office 7:30
a.m. until 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday. All USDA commodity programs require that 
these forms are completed and loaded in the system before participation in the program 
can occur. It is also very important that a new Direct Deposit form be filed this year if 
your banking information has changed. Incorrect banking information causes payments 
to be delayed while correct information is being obtained. PLEASE KEEP ALL YOUR 
RECORDS UPDATED IN OUR OFFICE. THIS HELPS US WHILE WE HELPYOU. 
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The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic 
information political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program.. (Not all 
prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information 
(Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). 
To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 
20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272(voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
 

 2007 DIRECT AND COUNTER/CYCLICAL PROGRAM  
This program, based on crop bases and yields, is an annual program and must be re-enrolled every year. The sign- 
up period for the 2007 year began October 1, 2006 and will continue until June 1, 2007.  Contracts may be mailed 
out for signature if requested. All owners and operators must sign for payment shares.  No crops have to be 
planted to enroll the bases in this program. However, base acreage must be protected from erosion and weeds  
must be controlled. 2007 will be the last year for this program, unless Congress decides to renew or extend.  
 
CROP REPORTING REQUIREMENTS 
Acreage reports are required for all FSA programs and must be made by the applicable reporting date. 
Small grains (wheat, oats, barley) must be reported by May 15, 2007. All other crops, including CRP 
certification, must be reported by June 30, 2007.  The date/s the crops are planted are required when 
reporting.  
 
NON INSURABLE CROP COVERAGE AND CROP INSURANCE 
The final date to obtain crop insurance or NAP coverage on beets, cabbage, carrots, cauliflower, celery, chives, 
cilantro, greens, kale, lettuce, onions, potatoes, rutabaga, & turnips is 1/1/07(this date is extended until 1/3/07 due to 
the holiday). All other produce crops, soybeans, sorghum, and millet are 2/28/07. No late-filed applications for 
coverage are accepted for this program. Reporting prior years production is required by the final date of certification 
for the crop. Keeping good records and reporting production to our office is important to building a good yield for each 
crop. All losses and payments are based on the established yield for each producer. If production is not reported, a 0 
yield will be factored in for each year not reported. This results in small yields which require extreme losses to qualify 
for a loss. It also means smaller payments when a loss is approved. The cost for the program is $100 per crop, not to 
exceed $300 per county $900 nationwide. Only crops not insurable with Federal Crop Ins qualify for the program. 
 
RECORD CHANGES 
Please keep the office informed of any changes in your operation. Any changes in farm ownership or rental 
agreements should be reported to us timely. Any change in farming operation (individual, partnership, corp., etc.) 
requires all new paperwork completed. WE CANNOT STRESS ENOUGH THE IMPORTANCE OF THIS REQUEST! 


