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United States             
Farm Service Agency                                  
Department of
Illinois State Office                    

Agriculture                                           P.O. Box 19273

                          
                                                      Springfield, Illinois
                                                                                                               62794-9273

   
State Acres for Wildlife (SAFE) - ILLINOIS                  
                                        
This Program is a site specific extension of the USDA Farm Service Agency’s (FSA)

Conservation Reserve Program (CRP).

· Provides an opportunity for Federal, State, or local agencies or private organizations to submit applications to address high priority wildlife needs through habitat restoration.

· Successful SAFE initiatives will be used to restore habitats for threatened and endangered species, species that have suffered a significant population decline, or species that provide significant social or economic value to a community.

· SAFE proposals may include one or more practice types and will then use the existing CRP practices within these broad categories.  The specific CRP practices may be modified to impose additional requirements within the practice guidelines to better meet the needs of the restoration process but they may not be relaxed.  Contact your local FSA office or the Illinois State FSA Office for further information.

· Buffers
(CP38A)

· Wetlands
(CP39B)

· Trees

(CP38C)

· Grass
(CP38E)

· Illinois allocation is 24,600 acres.  Each proposal must request a specific acreage amount which may be less than the total allocation.  
· Proposals must include area of inclusion which may be greater than our allocation.  Participation by individual participants is then voluntary under continuous sign up provisions with approved contract acres limited to the allocation.  Within the successful SAFE priority area, acres eligible for enrollment must meet normal CRP cropland and other eligibility criteria.  

· Individual contract periods are 10-15 years depending on practice type.  Applicable Signing Incentive Payments (SIP) and Practice Incentive Payments (PIP) apply.

· Timeline:  proposals due in Illinois State FSA Office – September 15, 2007; Agency review process – October thru December, 2007;  approval announcement – proposed for January, 2008.  Follow the SAFE Proposal Format.

· Performance monitoring and evaluation plans must be included in a proposal to report expected wildlife response to the habitat including generally accepted techniques.  Resulting evaluations and reports will then be made available to FSA and others by December 31 of each year.

· Contact information:  Donald King, Conservation Program Specialist, (217) 241-6600 

Ext. 216, don.king@il.usda.gov
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	SAFE

Practice
	Practice Type
	Applicable CRP Practices

	CP38A
	Buffers
	CP8A-Grass Waterways, Noneasement 
CP21-Filter Strip
CP22-Riparian Buffer

	CP38B
	Wetlands
	CP9-Shallow Water Areas for Wildlife

CP23-Wetland Restoration
CP23A-Wetland Restoration, Non-Floodplain 
CP27-Farmable Wetlands; CP28-Farmable Wetland Buffer 
CP37-Duck Nesting Habitat

	CP38C
	Trees
	CP3-Tree Planting; CP3A-Hardwood Tree Planting 

CP16-Shelterbelt Establishment, Noneasement

CP17-Living Snow Fences, Noneasement

CP25-Rare & Declining Habitat
CP31-Bottomland Timber Establishment on Wetlands

CP32-Expired CRP Hardwood Tree Planting on Marginal Pastureland

CP35-Emergency Forestry – Longleaf Pine

	CP38D
	Longleaf Pine
	CP3A-Hardwood Tree Planting
CP36-Longleaf Pine

	CP38E 
	Grass
	CP1-Establishment of Permanent Introduced Grasses & Legumes
CP2-Establishment of Permanent Native Grasses

CP4D-Permanent Wildlife Habitat, Noneasement

CP10-Vegetative Cover-Grass-Already Established

CP12-Wildlife Food Plot

CP15A-Establishment of Permanent Vegetative Cover (Contour Grass Strips)

CP15B-Establishment of Permanent Vegetative Cover (Contour Grass Strips), on Terraces

CP18B-Establishment of Permanent Vegetation to Reduce Salinity, Noneasement
CP18C-Establishment of Permanent Salt Tolerant Vegetative Cover, Noneasement

CP24-Cross Wind Trap Strips

CP25-Rare & Declining Habitat

CP33-Habitat Buffers for Upland Birds


______________________________________________________________________________

The U.S. Department of Agriculture prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived form any public assistance program.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of Discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW., Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call (800) 7995-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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SAFE Proposal Format

SAFE proposals shall be prepared according to the following criteria: 

•
separate required information into sections, as described 

•
use bulleted lists, tables, or short narratives 

•
submit an electronic copy in Microsoft Word, by September 15, 2007 to don.king@il.usda.gov
• 
no more than 5 to 10 pages in length. 


      Provide the following: 


•
cover sheet with the following: 

•
project name 

•
contact organization, name, address, telephone number, FAX number, and email address 

•
stakeholders 

•
State or States 

•
county or counties 

•
Hydrologic Unit Code (HUC) (11- to 14-digit code) 

•
goal of the project: 

•
describing the desired goal of the project 

•
providing measurable program outcomes and timeframes for when the outcomes would be achieved 

•
description of the project with the following: 

•
defined project boundaries (State, county, HUC code (11- to 14-digit code)) 

•
GIS file of the project boundaries in Environmental Systems Research Institute (ESRI) shape file format 

•
CRP acreage request for SAFE 

•
list of SAFE practices and applied CRP practices 

•
with each applicable CRP practice, list the proposed additional 

requirements 
•
technical practice requirements (number of species, species selection, planting requirements, etc.) for each SAFE practice 

•
habitat type to be restored 
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SAFE Proposal Format (Continued)

•
map of land use and existing habitat types in project area (proposed CRP land in relationship to existing habitats) as an attachment in ESRI shape file format 

•
brief description of existing conditions (human and environmental within the project area) 

•
description of other Federal, State, and private efforts to achieve project goals and objectives 

•
description of benefits: 

•
describing benefits (including societal, recreational, economic, and environmental) of the proposed project 

•
describing relationship to existing Federal and State Wildlife plans or strategies, such as the State Wildlife Comprehensive Strategies 

•
description of the cost to: 

•
estimate FSA CRP payments 

•
provide any additional State and private resources that will assist in the project 

•
provide estimated CCC life of project costs 

•
provide estimated State and private partners out-of-pocket costs 

•
description of Monitoring/Evaluation Plan
Note:
A habitat and wildlife population monitoring and evaluation plan is required and shall use generally accepted techniques appropriate to the geographic area and habitat type. 

•
description of the Public Outreach Program: 

•
providing a discussion of the public support and outreach efforts to support the program 

•
describing any communication plan for the proposed project 

            •
developing and providing a fact sheet about the SAFE practice for use                                                  with producers. 
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