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Hollister Service Center 
 
San Benito/Santa Clara 
County FSA Office 
2337 Technology Pkwy 
Suite A 
Hollister, CA 95023 
831 637-4360 (phone) 
831 636-7643 (fax) 
www.fsa.usda.gov/ 
 
Hours 
Normal office hours are 
Monday - Friday 
8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
 
Due to staff shortage of-
fice may at times be 
closed.  You MUST make 
an appointment to en-
sure you will be served. 
 
County Committee 
Martin Rajkovich, LAA1 
Nenette Corotto, LAA2 
Ralph Santos, LAA3 
Joe Gonzales, Advisor 
 
Staff 
Jeannine Leyva, CED 
 
Farm Loan Staff are head-
quartered in the Salinas Ser-
vice Center (831) 424-7377 
(phone) 
 
NRCS is co-located in the 
Hollister Service Center, in 
Suite C.  Dial extension 3 to 
reach NRCS staff. 
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Voting Begins for Committees  
Ballots for this year’s county committee elec-
tion were mailed to eligible voters on Novem-
ber 3. Voters must complete their ballots and
return them to the Farm Service Agency county
office by the close of business on December 4, 
2006. If mailed, ballots must be postmarked by
midnight December 4. 

The candidate in this year’s election are: 

Joseph F. Gonzales is nominated in LAA 3, 
Santa Clara County, to serve as a committee
member. Gonzales resides in Santa Clara
County and continues to produce grain, hay and 
 variety of row crops. 

ligible voters in local administrative area 
AA3 who have not received a ballot should

contact the FSA county office staff. 

Voter Requirements Persons meeting re-
quirements in 1 or 2, plus 3, below, is eligible 
to vote: 

1. Be of legal voting age and have an interest in
a farm or ranch as either of the following: 

 an owner, operator, tenant or sharecropper,
or 

 a partner in a general partnership or mem-
ber of a joint venture that has an interest in 
a farm as an owner, operator, tenant or 
sharecropper; or 

. Not of legal voting age, but supervises and 
onducts the farming operations on an entire 
arm; and 
3. Eligible to participate in any FSA pro-
gram that is provided by law, regardless of
the status of funding. 

Discrimination Prohibited No person
shall be denied the right to vote because of
race, color, national origin, sex, religion,
age, disability, political beliefs, sexual ori-
entation or marital or family status. 

eLDP Service Available 

Producers who are connected to the Inter-
net can now apply from the comfort of their
own home for an Electronic Loan Defi-
ciency Payment, or eLDP, on stored grain
24 hours a day, seven days a week. The
producers will receive approval and pay-
ment by direct deposit normally within 48
hours. 

To participate in the new service, you must
meet all eligibility requirements for market-
ing assistance loans and LDPs for the
commodity. You must also establish a cus-
tomer profile at the county FSA office. 

You will need an active USDA eAuthenti-
cation level 2 account which requires fill-
ing out an online registration form at
http://www.eauth.egov.usda.gov/, followed
by a visit to the county office for identify
verification. 

During your visit to the FSA county office
you can create your own unique customer
profile in the computer system.  A CCC-
633EZ (page 1) also needs to be on file at
the county office. 

E-file participants must have an e-mail ad-
dress, direct deposit and set up a customer
profile to enable their online capability.
The voluntary eLDP service has stringent
security measures to protect your private
information. 
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Foreign Land-
owner Notifica-
tion 
The Agricultural For-
eign Investment Disclo-
sure Act (AFIDA) 
requires all foreign own-
ers of U.S. agricultural 
land to report their hold-
ings to the Secretary of 
Agriculture. The Farm 
Service Agency admin-
isters this program for 
USDA. 

Foreign persons who 
have purchased or sold 
agricultural land in the 
county are required to 
report the transaction to 
FSA with 90 days of the 
closing. Failure to sub-
mit the AFIDA form 
could result in civil pen-
alties of up to 25 percent 
of the fair market value 
of the property.  

County government of-
fices, real estate agents, 
attorneys and others in-
volved in real estate 
transactions are re-
minded to notify foreign 
investors of these report-
ing requirements. 

AFIDA forms (FSA-
153) are available 
online or at our office. 
 
 
 
 

     

 
 
2007 DCP Sign-up Continues 
 
The 2007 Direct and Counter-cyclical Pay-
ment Program (DCP) began October 1, 2006, 
and continues until June 1, 2007.  Farmers are 
encouraged to sign up for the DCP program 
online.  The online service is an example of 
the technological innovation USDA is using to 
make its programs more accessible. 
 
Following the June 1, 2007, deadline, USDA 
will accept late applications through Sept. 30, 
2007, with a $100 late fee.  While DCP par-
ticipants must sign DCP contracts annually, 
producers can choose not to participate in the 
program in any given year. 
 
The electronic DCP (or eDCP) service saves 
producers time, reduces paperwork and speeds 
up contract processing at USDA Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) offices. It is available to all 
producers who are eligible to participate in 
DCP and who establish an eAuthentication ac-
count. The service has strict security measures 
to protect participants' private information. 
Only authorized federal employees have ac-
cess to information producers submit elec-
tronically. 
 
USDA computes DCP payments using base 
acres and payment yields established for each 
farm. Producers receive direct payments at 
rates established by statute regardless of mar-
ket prices. For 2007, eligible producers may 
request to receive direct advance payments 
based on 22 percent of the direct payment rate 
for each commodity associated with the farm. 
USDA will issue DCP advance direct pay-
ments beginning Dec. 1, 2006. Counter-
cyclical payment rates vary depending on 
market prices. Counter-cyclical payments are 
issued only when the effective price (which 
takes into account the direct payment rate, 
market price and loan rate) for a commodity is 
below its target price. 
 
 

Changing Financial Institutions

Almost all Farm Service Agency payments are 
made electronically using Direct Deposit. This
innovation has cut down on the number of 
missing and late payments and reduced the time 
required to move funds.  It has been determined 
that the chance of having a problem with a 
payment is 20 times greater with checks than
with Direct Deposit.  Another benefit is that Di-
rect Deposit to your account can be made 
within 48 hours. 

To keep the system running smoothly, it’s criti-
cal to keep the county office staff up to date on 
changes you might make in your financial insti-
tutions. 

If you have changed accounts or institutions 
that might affect the direct deposit of your FSA 
payments, contact the FSA county office so we 
can update our files to insure continued uninter-
rupted service. 

Milk Producers Reminded of Pro-
gram Requirements 
 
Dairy producers participating in the Milk In-
come Loss Contract Extended (MILCX) pro-
gram are being reminded to select the month 
they wish production payments to begin.  

 
If producers start month for fiscal year 2006 
was never modified, then the production start 
month will remain in effect for this fiscal year 
and no action by the producer is necessary. 
Also, if producers have already designated a 
production start month for FY2007 and they 
do not wish to change it, no action is neces-
sary.”  Changes to the MILCX start month 
must be submitted to the County Office on or 
before the 14th of the month originally selected 
as the start month or as the newly selected 
start month.  If the 14th of the month falls on a 
weekend, as is the case this month, the dairy 
operation production start month selection 
must be made on the last working day pro-
ceeding the weekend.  The start month desig-
nation cannot be changed if the new month 
being selected has already begun or already 
passed. 
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Notice re: FSA 
Office Hours 
Please be aware that 
due to a staff shortage 
the office may occasion-
ally be temporarily 
closed.  To ensure 
someone will be avail-
able to assist you, please 
call ahead at (831) 637-
4360 extension 2 before 
visiting.   

Also, we will no longer 
be able to accommodate 
drop-ins for any pro-
gram applications. You 
must call to schedule an 
appointment if you 
wish to apply for any 
program.    

If the office is temporar-
ily closed, please call 
and leave a voicemail 
message; there is also a 
mail drop slot in the 
front door if you are re-
turning paperwork.  

We regret any inconven-
ience this may cause, 
and will continue to 
provide the best service 
we possibly can.  Thank 
you for your coopera-
tion.  
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P oduction Flexibility Contract r
Payment Rates Table 

Commodity Payment Rate 
Wheat $0.461 per bushel 
Corn $0.261 per bushel 

Sorghum $0.314 per bushel 
Barley $0.202 per bushel 
Oats $0.022 per bushel 

Cotton $0.0572 per lb 
Rice $2.05 per cwt

  NAP Deadlines Approaching 
 
The Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program (NAP) can soften financial losses 
caused by natural disasters, but only if you've 
applied for coverage and paid the application 
fee. The application deadline date for certain 
2007 NAP crops is approaching:  

Sales Deadline Crops 

December 1 Onions, honey 

December 15 Cherries, strawber-
ries, cane berries, 
asparagus 

 
NAP kicks in when natural disasters result in a 
catastrophic loss of production or prevented 
planting of an eligible crop. NAP coverage is 
equivalent to that provided by Catastrophic 
Risk Protection Plan (CAT) insurance. It’s 
available for commercial crops for which CAT 
is not available. NAP coverage is not available 
for livestock but is available for forage and 
rangeland losses.  (If you are not sure which 
crops are insurable, contact our office or a 
crop insurance sales agent.  Note:  apples are 
now insurable in San Benito County – sales 
closing date is January 31st). 
 
If you already have coverage on 2006 NAP 
crops, you may choose to continue coverage 
on the same crops for 2007, if the service fee 
is paid by the application closing date. If you 
want to add or delete a crop from the previous 
year’s coverage or change shares, you must 
contact our office and file a new application. 
 
Producers with NAP coverage must remember 
to complete the following to qualify for bene-
fits: 

• Timely file acreage reports  
 
• Keep track of harvested production 

using acceptable methods and submit 
complete records after harvest.  

 
• File a Notice of Loss within 15 days 

of when the loss is apparent. 
 
Contact us for more information on NAP or 
crop insurance. You can also find information 
on crop insurance on the Risk Management 
Agency’s website at www.rma.usda.gov

mergency Loans Available 
 
San Benito & Santa Clara county farmers who
suffered significant damage due to a record-
setting heat wave that occurred in July 2006 
may be eligible for low-interest emergency 
loans from FSA.  San Benito & Santa Clara
County have been designated as a primary ag-
ricultural disaster area.   
 
To be eligible for these 3.75% loans, farmers
must have suffered at least a 30% loss of pro-
duction directly related to the above disaster; 
be able to re-pay the loan and any other loans;
be unable to get financing from any other
source; have adequate security; and have
multi-peril crop insurance (if available). 
Loan applications will be accepted at the
Salinas Service Center through July 2, 2007. 
 
 Contact the Farm Loan staff at (831) 424-
7377 for more information.    
   
Farm Record Changes 
 
If you have bought, sold or are renting different 
land, make sure you report the changes to the
staff at your local Farm Service Agency county
office as soon as possible so farm records can
be updated.  
 
For farm ownership changes you will need to 
provide a recorded deed or recorded land con-
tract. All landowners must furnish their tax ID 
numbers. Remember, failure to maintain accu-
rate records with FSA on all land you have an 
interest in can lead to possible program ineligi-
bility and fines if you are participating in farm 
program.  

Farm Reconstitutions 

In program terminology, farms are constituted 
to group all tracts having the same owner and
the same operator under one farm serial num-
ber. When changes in ownership or operation
take place, a farm reconstitution is necessary. 
The reconstitution — or recon — is the process
of combining or dividing farms or tracts of land
based on the farming operation.  

Remember, to be effective for the current year,
recons must be requested by Aug. 1 for farms
enrolled in the Direct and Counter-cyclical 
Program. 
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     Dates to Remember 

Nov. 3 County committee ballots mailed 
to voters 

Nov. 23 Thanksgiving Day Holiday 

Dec. 4 Last day to return county commit-
tee election ballots 

Dec. 25 Christmas Day Holiday 
Jan. 1 New Year’s Day Holiday 

Jan. 15 Martin Luther King, Jr.  
Holiday 

Continues DCP Program 
Continues MILC Program 
 
 
 

Visit our Web site 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/CA 

 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its program and activities on the 
basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, 
parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or 
part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply 
to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program in-
formation ( Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 
(voice and TDD). To file a complaint of Discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 
Independence Avenue, SW., Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-
6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
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