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The County Committee is an important part of the delivery of USDA services to farmers 

and ranchers.  It is critical we ensure all eligible producers especially women and under-
represented ethnic groups, have an equal opportunity to be candidates. 

The County Committee is democracy in action.  Once elected, committee members 
make decisions about how FSA programs will be carried out in the county.  They are a direct link 
between the farm community and USDA. 
   

LAA UP FOR ELECTION THIS YEAR: 
 The area served by our County Committee is divided up into Five Local Administrative 
Areas (LAAs).  One member on the committee represents each LAA and serves a 3-year term.  
This year, LAA #3 (Eastern Area of Santa Barbara County from Santa Maria to the County line) 
is up for election.  Contact our County FSA office for exact boundaries. 
 A nomination (FSA-669A) signed by the nominee is needed to nominate a farmer-
candidate.  Almost anyone eligible to take part in FSA programs may be a candidate for the FSA 
Committee.   
  
Contact the county office staff if you have questions about voter eligibility. 
 
Election Timetable: 
June 15, 2007 Nomination period begins. 
Aug. 1, 2007 Deadline to submit nomination forms. 
Nov. 2, 2007 Ballots are mailed to eligible voters. 
Dec. 3 2007 Deadline to return ballots to FSA Office. 
Jan. 1 2007 New COC member takes office. 
 

Emergency Farm Loans Available 
  The Secretary of Agriculture has declared major weather related disasters in the State 
of California, covering damages and losses for 18 Primary Counties and 29 Contiguous Coun-
ties.   
 Date of   Designation  Disaster  Final Date 
 Declaration Code  Description to Apply 
  
 Jan 31, 2007 S2488  Freeze  Oct 01, 2007 
 Feb 27, 2007 S2494  Freeze  Oct 29, 2007 
 Feb 27, 2007 S2495  Hight Winds Oct 29, 2007 
 Mar 13, 2007 M1689  Freeze  Nov 13, 2007 
 Mar 21, 2007 S2505  Freeze  Nov 21, 2007 
 Apr 20, 2007 M1689  Freeze  Dec 20, 2007 
 May 9, 2007 S2512  Drought  Jan 09, 2008 
 
 To have qualifying losses, applicants must have suffered a severe physical or production loss 
directly related to the above cited causes.  For more information contact the FSA Farm Loan 
team at (805) 928-9269 ext. 2.  

Prohibited Discrimination  
No person shall be denied the right to 
vote because of race, color, national 
origin, sex, religion, age, disability, 
political beliefs, sexual orientation 
or marital or family status. 
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Non Insured Assistance Program (NAP) 
 
 
 
The program was designed to reduce financial losses that occur when natural disasters cause a catastrophic loss of produc-
tion or prevented planting of an eligible crop by providing coverage equivalent to Catastrophic Insurance.  NAP is limited to 
each commercial crop or agricultural commodity, except livestock, for which catastrophic insurance is not available and is 
produced for food and fiber.    
 
 How to apply for insurance: 
 

• Call to make an appointment before application closing date. 
• Cost is $100.00 per crop not to exceed $300.00 per county. 
• Bring a check or money order payable to:  Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC).  
• Bring your social security number and/or tax id numbers, mailing address and current phone number. 
• We need to know what crops you intend to insure. 
• Make sure you have the above documents and information by the application closing date.   

  
 An eligible cause of loss is: 
 

• Damaging weather such as drought, hail, freeze, excessive moisture or any combination thereof. 
• A condition related to weather or adverse natural occurrence, such as excessive heat, flood, insect infestation, or 

any combination thereof. 
 

 NOTE:  “Normal” heat, wind freeze or precipitation as 
documented by weather data is not an eligible cause of loss. 
 
CROP PLANTING WINDOW  APPLICATION CLOSING 

 DATE  
Avocados – 5 year old trees or less – reductions apply  January 1, 2007 
Citrus:  Oranges, Lemons, Limes, Tangelos, Grapefruit, - 5 years old or less – reduc-
tions apply  

January 1, 2007 

All other annuals  March 1, 2007 
Row Crops ( all vegetable crops)    
                  Window 1 – September 1 and December 31 August 1, 2007 
                  Window 2 – January 1 and April 30 August 1, 2007 
                  Window 3 -  May 1 and August 31 August 1, 2007 
Fall planted Seed Crops  August 1, 2007 
Forage Crops  September 1, 2007 
 
Value loss and controlled environmental crops, including cut flowers  

 
September 1, 2007 

Almonds, Apples, Apricots, Asparagus, Cranberries, Cherries, Kiwi, Mint, Nectarines, 
Olives, Peach, Pears, Persimmons, Pistachios, Plums, Pomegranate, Rye Grain 

 
December 15, 2007 

 NOTE:  NAP covers the amount of loss greater than 50% of the expected production, based on the approved yield 
and reported acreage.   
 

 
 

In the event of a crop failure caused by natural disaster, the producer needs to no-
tify the local FSA office by completing a “Notice of Loss” (form CCC-576).  The no-
tice of loss must be executed within 15 days of the date the damage became 
apparent. 
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New Disaster Programs 
As a part of the new legislation passed by Congress in May, a multi-program package to help farmers who have suffered losses  

  over the past three years will soon be available. Specific details are not yet available.  As more information becomes available  
  we will provide updates, and information will soon be available online at:  www.fsa.usda.gov. A few program specifics are:   

Crop Disaster Program 
All crops are eligible.  However, producers must have purchased crop insurance or coverage under the agency’s Non-insured  

 Crop Assistance Program (NAP) in order to qualify.  Eligible losses are those that exceed 35 percent and occurred in 2005, 2006  
  or 2007 (2007 crops must have been planted before Feb.28, 2007) as a result of a natural disaster.  The producer will choose  
  one year for benefits.   

Livestock Program 
Producers choose for each livestock program one of three years for which they would receive benefits.  Many California counties  

 are eligible.  For a complete list of eligible counties by year, visit www.fsa.usda.gov and select California from the state office  
 menu at the top of the page. 

The Livestock Compensation Program 
Provides benefits for producer in designated disaster counties for their added costs of procuring livestock feed in 2005, 2006,  

 or 2007 ( up to Feb. 28, 2007).  Eligible livestock are:  dairy cattle, beef cattle, buffalo, beefalo, equine, poultry, elk, reindeer,  
 sheep, goats, swine, deer and catfish. 

The Livestock Indemnity Program 
Makes payment available to producers that have incurred more than normal livestock losses between Jan 1, 2005 and Feb 28, 

  2007, due to a disaster.  A producer will select the losses in one year for benefits. 

Payment Limitation 
Farm Operating Plans for Payment Eligibility (CCC-502) are required to be submitted before payments may be issued.   

 This form will remain in effect until there is a change in your farming operation that would affect the determination.  Some  
  that may affect your determination are: 

• Change in contracts shares. 
• Change of land lease from cash to share rent. 
• Change of land lease from share rent to cash rent. 
• Modification of a variable/fixed bushel rent arrangement. 
• The size of the producer’s farming operation by the addition or deletion of a farm. 
• The structure of the farming operation, including any change in the member’s shares.  
• The contributions of farm inputs of capital, equipment, active personal labor, or active personal management. 
• Acquisition of farming interests not previously disclosed on CCC-502 or update, including the farming interests of a spouse

minor child. 
• The increase in income that may affect the 3-year average for the determination of average adjusted gross income or other

change that affects eligibility under the average adjusted income limitation. 

The following lists the programs and the maximum payment limitations for the programs: DCP Payments, Direct  
Payments:  $40,000 per year.  Counter-Cyclical Payments:  $65,000 per year.  Price Support Loans, LDP’s and Market Gains
$75,000 per year.  Conservation Programs CRP rental payments:  $50,000 per year.  EQIP:  $450,000 per individual or entity.  N
insurable Assistance Program (NAP) NAP payments:  $100,000 per crop year. 
 
 

                                             



 4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

     

 The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its program and activities on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic in-
formation, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not 
all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program in-
formation (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a 
complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 
20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

Santa Barbara-Ventura 
County FSA Office 
920 E. Stowell Rd.  
Santa Maria, CA 93454 

Sept 1, 2007 Deadline to insure Forage Crops and Grazing Grasses. 

Sept 1, 2007 Deadline to insure Value Loss and Controlled Environmental Crops. 

Oct 01, 2007 Deadline for Jan 31 Freeze Designation Code S2488. 

Oct 29, 2007 Deadline for Feb 27 Freeze Designation Code S2494. 

Oct 29, 2007 Deadline for Feb 27 High Winds Designation Code S2495. 
 
Nov 13, 2007 Deadline for Mar 13 Freeze Designation Code M1689. 

Nov 21, 2007 Deadline for Mar 21 Freeze Designation Code S2505. 

Dec 3, 2007 Deadline to return ballots to the FSA office.  

Dec 20, 2007 Deadline for Apr 20 Freeze Designation Code M1689. 
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