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         “SCOOP” 
  

ARKANSAS FARM SERVICE AGENCY - - STATE OFFICE 
        May 2010 
 

 
DCP OR ACRE SIGN-UP EXTENSION IS NOT EXPECTED 

 
It’s very important for producers to understand that the signup deadline for the 2010 Direct and 
Counter-Cyclical (DCP) and Average Revenue Election Program (ACRE) is June 1, 2010.  FSA 
county offices have approximately 20 days left to assist all remaining producers who have not 
signed-up.   FSA needs producers to contact the COF immediately for an appointment.  Don’t let 
the deadline catch you un-enrolled.  FSA has been enrolling 2010 contracts since last October; 
therefore, an extension is not expected.  Supporting documentation such as the CCC-902 Farm 
Operating Plan, CCC-926, Adjusted Gross Income Form, AD-1026, Highly Erodible Land 
Conservation (HELC) and Wetland Conservation (WC) Certification can be submitted after the 
June 1, 2010 deadline.   
 
 

RECONSTITUTION OF FARMS AFFECT DCP OR ACRE ENROLLMENT 
If a farm has an active DCP or ACRE contract and it is reconstituted in the same participation 
year by either a farm division or farm combination, the DCP or ACRE contract will be 
terminated and any advance payments must be refunded by all producers.  In order for the newly 
reconstituted land to be eligible for DCP or ACRE payments, the resulting farm(s) must be 
enrolled by the later of June 1, 2010, or 30 calendar days after notification of the new bases and 
yields.   
 
 

EXPIRING, VOLUNTARILY TERMINATING OR RELEASING  
CRP CONTRACTS COULD INCREASE DCP OR ACRE PAYMENTS 

 
Farms with Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) contracts that will expire, voluntarily 
terminated, or early released after September 30, 2008 and before October 1, 2012 may be 
eligible to have reduced acres restored to be enrolled in the DCP or ACRE Program.  
Throughout different farm bills reduction of base and or Production Flexibility (PFC) acres were 
required in some situations upon enrollment into the CRP Program.  The 2008 Farm Bill allows 
for restoration of these acres as base acres for the DCP or ACRE Program.  Producers with 
acreage coming out of the CRP Program should visit their local FSA Office to determine 
eligibility.  Producers are reminded that June 1, 2010 is the deadline to have all acres enrolled in 
DCP or ACRE for 2010 including any restored acres.   
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ADJUSTED GROSS INCOME VERIFICATION PROCESS  
DEADLINE IS COMING TO A CLOSE 

 
Producer who certified compliance with Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) limits for 2009 and 2010 
Program benefits must now verify compliance.   The deadline is quickly approaching for all 
producers to verify their certification.  FSA and IRS have collectively developed a process to 
help producers verify these limits without having to submit tax records.  Producers can still take 
advantage of this by completing and mailing the applicable form CCC-927 or CCC-928 to IRS.  
Once a valid form is received by IRS, they will inform FSA if the applicable income meets the 
limit provisions. Producers who fail to prove their income limits will be required to refund all 
benefits.  
 

MAY 15, 2010 ACREAGE REPORT DEADLINE NEARS 
 

The deadline to certify planted acres of wheat and oats is May 15, 2010.  The deadline to report 
crops planted this spring and summer is July 15, 2010.  Many of FSA’s Programs require all 
crops and all cropland and non-cropland acres to be timely certified before payments can be 
issued.   
 

PREVENTED PLANTED DEADLINE NEARS  
 

Producers should report prevented planted acreage to their local FSA Office when the crop 
acreage is not planted due to disaster-related conditions.  To be considered timely filed, 
prevented planted acres should be reported no later than 15 calendar days after the final planting 
date established by Federal Crop Insurance.  Below are the final planting dates for Arkansas and 
the deadlines for filing prevented planted credit.  Please note that the dates for Corn and Grain 
Sorghum have changed from last year.  Unless noted the date is applicable to all counties in 
Arkansas: 
 

 

Crop Federal Crop Insurance  
Final Planting Date 

Deadline to File 
Prevented Planted  

Corn  April 25  May 10 
Upland 
Cotton 

May 20  
Clay, Craighead, Crittenden, Cross, Greene, 
Jackson, Lawrence, Mississippi, Poinsett, 

 St Francis, White, and Woodruff Counties 

June 4 

Upland 
Cotton 

May 25  
Arkansas, Ashley, Bradley, Chicot, Clark, Dallas, 
Desha, Drew, Jefferson, Lafayette, Lee, Lincoln, 
Little River, Lonoke, Miller, Monroe, Phillips, 

Prairie, and Pulaski Counties 

June 9 

Peanuts May 25 June 9 
Rice May 31 June 15 
Grain 

Sorghum 
May 15 May 30 

Soybeans June 15 June 30 
Wheat, 
Oats,  

November 30 December 15 
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FAILED ACREAGE PROVISIONS 
 

Producers should report failed crop acres to their local FSA Office when the crop failed due to 
disaster related conditions.  To be timely filed, acreage reports for failed acreage shall be filed 
before the crop is destroyed. County Committee review and action is required to receive history 
credit in accordance with applicable rules and regulations. 

 
SUPPLMENTAL REVENUE ASSISTANCE PAYMENT PROGRAM (SURE) 

 
FSA is still accepting 2008 crop loss applications into the Supplemental Revenue Assistance 
Payments (SURE) Program.  A deadline has not been set.  FSA Offices nationwide have issued 
over $400 million dollars in SURE benefits to date. 
 
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION REQUIRED FOR PRODUCERS PARTICIPATING 

IN THE 2010 DCP OR ACRE Program  
 

Before payments can be issued for the 2010 DCP or ACRE Program, the following supporting 
documentation must be submitted:  
1. CCC-902, Farm Operating Plan for Payment Eligibility Review  
2. AD-1026, Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and Wetland Conservation (WC)  
3. CCC-926, Payment Eligibility Adjusted Gross Income Certification 
4. A CCC-578 acreage report for all acreage on the farm. 
 

CHANGES TO FARMING OPERATIONS 
 

Failure to notify FSA of changes in your farming operation may adversely impact your eligibility 
for USDA benefits. You should also be aware of Highly Erodible Land Conservation, Wetland 
Conservation, Payment Eligibility, and Payment Limitation provisions, which impact your 
eligibility for DCP or ACRE payments. Changes to your farming operation may include, but are 
not limited to, a change in the structure of your farming operation or changes in your rental 
agreement, buying land, selling land, and change in producer. Any change to your farming 
operation must be reported to FSA immediately. Failure to timely report changes may result in 
ineligibility for program benefits. 
 
 

PAYMENTS TO DECEASED PRODUCERS 
 

FSA must be notified immediately upon the death of producers who are participating in FSA 
programs. Failure to notify FSA and make modification to program contracts timely may result 
in a loss of benefits for the share of the deceased producers and the other producers on the 
program contracts.  Producers are also cautioned to never sign using a power-of-attorney for a 
person who is deceased.  Once a person dies the power-of-attorney is no longer valid.  Any 
document signed with a power-of-attorney for a deceased is invalid, and usually all producers 
on the document are ineligible to earn payments for the year.  In recent years, FSA has found 
that this is most common for the deaths of landowners on a farm.  Often the tenant assumes that 
there are no changes and signs using a power-of-attorney, but in fact the landowner is now 
deceased.  In all of these cases the payment to the landowner and the payment to all of the other 
producers on the farm were invalid and must be refunded.  It is everyone’s responsibility that 
signs an FSA document to ensure that the document they sign is correct.  Don’t let this happen to 
you.  It is very costly! 
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PROGRAM DEADLINES 

PROGRAM DEADLINES DATE 

Final date to inform FSA of crop losses Before Crop  
Disposition 

Last date to file prevented planting credit 
 

15 days after the 
final planting date 

Final Date to  report wheat and oats planted acreage May 15, 2010 

Final 2010 NAP Acreage Reporting Date for: 
Broccoli, Cabbage, Carrots, Lettuce, Potatoes, Strawberries, 
Tomatoes 

May 15, 2010 

Final date to file a 2010 ACRE Election 
Final date to have all signatures on an ACRE Election 
Final date to file a 2010 DCP and/or ACRE (yearly) 

enrollment 
Final date to have returned signatures for producers who 

have a share in a DCP and/or ACRE contract 
Final date to file a successor-in-interest DCP or ACRE 

contract if the change occurred by June 1, 2010  

June 1, 2010 

The date FSA uses to look at the structure of farming 
operations to calculate direct attributions 

June 1, 2010 

Final Date to Report 2010 Spring Seeded Crops July 15, 2010 

Last date to request a 2010 reconstitution on a DCP or 
ACRE farm 

August 1, 2010 

Final date to prioritize crop to receive ACRE Payments 
Final date to file a 2010 successor-in-interest DCP or ACRE 

contract if the change occurred after June 1, 2010 
Final date to have returned signatures for producers who 

have a share in a DCP and/or ACRE contract that had a 
2010 successor-in-interest contract filed after June 1, 2010 

Sept. 30, 2010 

 
 
 
 

_____________________________________________ 
 

“The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and 
activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, 
familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or 
because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance programs.  (Not all 
prohibited bases apply to all programs.).  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for 
communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s 
TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, 
Director, Office of Civil Rights, and 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call 
(800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202)-720-6382 (TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.” 
 
Linda Newkirk, State Executive Director  Sharon Baker, Chief, Prod Adj/Compliance  
Dianna Shook, Administrative Officer  James Culpepper, Chief, Farm Loans  
Tony Franco, Chief, Price Support/Conservation  Phone (501) 301-3000  

       Website:  www.fsa.usda.gov/ar 
 


