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Voting for County Committee Begins 

Ballots for this year’s county committee elec-
tion were mailed to eligible voters on Novem-
ber 3, 2006. Voters must complete their ballots 
and return them to the Farm Service Agency 
county office by the close of business on De-
cember 4, 2006. If mailed, ballots must be post-
marked by midnight December 4. 

The candidates in this year’s election are: 

David L. Barnett, Elvin Wayne Terrill and 
Effie Carnes were nominated in LAA 2,  Shan-
non County, and one of them will be elected to 
serve as a committee member. The above Can-
didates  all reside  in Summersville, Missouri. 

Eligible voters in a local administrative area 2  
who have not received a ballot should contact 
the FSA county office staff. 

Voter Requirements Persons meeting re-
quirements in 1 or 2, plus 3, below, is eligible 
to vote: 

1. Be of legal voting age and have an interest in 
a farm or ranch as either of the following: 

 an owner, operator, tenant or sharecropper, 
or 

 a partner in a general partnership or mem-
ber of a joint venture that has an interest in 
a farm as an owner, operator, tenant or 
sharecropper; or 

2. Not of legal voting age, but supervises and 
conducts the farming operations on an entire 
farm; and 

3. Eligible to participate in any FSA program 
that is provided by law, regardless of the status 
of funding. 

Discrimination Prohibited No person shall be 

denied the right to vote because of race, 
color, national origin, sex, religion, age, 
disability, political beliefs, sexual orienta-
tion or marital or family status. 

Continuous CRP 

The Continuous Conservation Reserve Pro-
gram is a private lands environmental im-
provement program that allows participants 
the opportunity to enroll acreages in con-
servation practices that will reduce soil ero-
sion, improve water and soil quality and 
provide wildlife habitat and food sources.  

The Continuous CRP program is a volun-
tary enrollment program. Eligible land-
owners enter into contracts that range from 
10 to 15 years in length. In return, the land-
owners will receive annual rental and main-
tenance payments, incentive payments for 
certain activities, and cost share for estab-
lishment. 

To be eligible for enrollment in the Con-
tinuous CRP, participants and acreage must 
meet certain requirements. Provided the 
eligibility requirements are met, FSA will 
automatically accept enrollments of acre-
age into Continuous CRP. Landowners 
may enroll in the program at any time dur-
ing the year. 

What is CREP? (Approved for 
Shannon and Reynolds Counties 
in certain Watersheds according 
to map shown on Page 3) 

The Conservation Reserve Enhancement 
Program (CREP) is a voluntary land re-
tirement program that helps agricultural 
producers protect environmentally sensi-
tive land, decrease erosion, restore wild-
life habitat, and safeguard ground and 
surface water. 
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The program is a partnership among agricul-
tural producers, public drinking water sup-
plies, the USDA Farm Services Agency, the 
Missouri Department of Conservation, the Mi-
ssouri Department of Natural Resources, the 
USDA Natural Conservation Service, the Mis-
souri Association of Soil and Water Districts 
and the Missouri Department of Agriculture.  
CREP is an offshoot of the country’s largest 
private-lands environmental improvement pro-
gram – the Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP). 
 
Like CRP, CREP is administered by the 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA).  By 
combining CRP resources with state agencies 
and local public drinking water supplies, 
CREP provides farmers with a sound financial 
package for conserving and enhancing the 
natural resources of farms. 
 
The Missouri CREP addresses high-priority 
conservation issues of both local and national 
significance, such as loss of habitat for bob-
white quail and prairie chicken, impacts to wa-
ter supplies, water quality, loss of critical 
habitat for threatened and endangered wildlife 
species, soil erosion, and reduced habitat for 
fish populations. 
 
 
Eligibility 
 
Enrollment in the Missouri CREP is limited to 
specific geographic areas, as shown on the at-
tached map, and practices. To determine if 
your land is located in a CREP watershed and 
if your land qualifies, contact your local FSA 
office. 
 
CREP contracts require a 15-year commitment 
to keep lands out of agricultural production.  
CREP provides payments to participants who 
offer eligible land.  A federal annual rental 
rate, including an FSA maintenance incentive 
payment, is offered, plus cost-share of up to 
50 percent of the eligible costs to install the 
practice.  Further, the program is offering state 
signup incentives $125 to $325/acre depend-
ing on the soil type, conservation practice 
and watershed. 
 

FSA uses CRP funding to pay a percentage of 
the program’s cost, while agencies from the 
state of Missouri and local public drinking wa-
ter supplies provide the balance of the funds.  
USDA and Missouri Department of Conserva-
tion staff will also provide technical support 
and other in-kind services. 
 
Benefits 
 
For the landowner, CREP is not just a cost-
effective way to address rural environmental 
problems;  it can provide a viable option to 
supplement farm income as well. 
 
CREP is convenient for producers because it 
is based on the familiar, highly successful 
CRP model.  Land must be owned or leased 
for at least one year prior to enrollment to be 
eligible, and must be physically and legally 
capable of being cropped in a normal manner.
 
Land must also meet cropping history and 
other eligibility requirements.  The CREP 
typically targets cropland acres.  However, 
pasture acres adjacent to streams, ponds or 
other water sources can also be enrolled as 
either riparian tree buffers (CP22), wildlife 
buffers (CP29) or wetland buffers (CP30).  
The water body and buffer must be fenced to 
exclude livestock.  Cost-share is available to 
install alternative livestock watering facilities.
 
Enrollment is on a continuous basis, permit-
ting farmers and ranchers to join the program 
at any time rather than waiting for  specific 
sign-up periods. 
 
CREP supports increased conservation prac-
tices such as filter strips and forested buffers.  
These conservation practices  help protect 
streams, lakes and rivers from sedimentation 
and agricultural runoff.  CREP also helps 
landowners develop and restore wetlands. 
 
For More Information 
For more information on CREP, contact your 
local FSA office at 1-800-658-3340 Ext. 2. 
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  Selling Land  

If you’re planning to sell farmland, there may 
be some program consequences you should be 
aware of. For example, if you’re planning to 
sell land that’s enrolled in the Conservation Re-
serve Program, the buyer must agree to con-
tinue the enrollment. If the buyer doesn’t want 
to continue the CRP contract, you might have 
to refund all of the payments you’ve received to 
date. 

Reviewing program implications with your lo-
cal Farm Service Agency staff before complet-
ing a sale of farmland is always a prudent 
precaution. 
 
 
 

 

 

 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic in-
formation, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not 
all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program infor-
mation ( Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a com-
plaint of Discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW., Washington, DC 20250-9410, 
or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
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 Dates to Remember 

Nov. 23 Thanksgiving Day Holiday 

Dec. 4 Last day to return county com-
mittee election ballots 

Dec. 25 Christmas Day Holiday 
  
Continues Continuous CRP 
Continues Farm Storage Facility Loans 


