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Shannon/Reynolds County News

SIGN-UP DATE FOR LIVESTOCK
COMPENSATION PROGRAM

The sign-up date for the new Livestock Compensation Program
has been announced. Livestock producers can now apply to re-
ceive benefits under the Livestock Compensation Program
(LCP). LCP compensates livestock producers for feed losses oc-
curring between Jan. 1, 2005, and Feb. 28, 2007, due to a natural
disaster. Livestock owners can claim the eligible livestock that
they owned as of the first day of January in 2005 or 2006. A pro-
ducer will only be paid for one of the eligible years. Eligible
livestock are beef and/or dairy cows, bulls, non-adult cattle that
were 500 pounds or greater, beefalo, sheep, goats, equine, deer,
elk and poultry. Payments will be the smaller of livestock calcu-
lated value (based on 30 day feed needs) or value of feed loss
(grazed pastures). Example: The number of head claimed multi-
plied by the national payment rate for each category. The na-
tional rate represents 61 percent of the cost for corn needed to
maintain the specific livestock for 30 days. This calculates 50
head of beef cows x $10.66 = $533.00.

To apply for this program, you need to know the following:
1. The number of livestock you owned on January 1 of 2005
or 2006.
2. The acres and location that your livestock grazed in the
year that you are claiming the loss.

Five percent of the applications will be randomly selected for
spot checks. A spot check would require prove of cattle and/or
sales receipts. You may wish to call before driving to the office
to determine the availability of staff. No deadline has been es-
tablished at this time. More information about “LCP may be
obtained by calling the Farm Service Agency at 573-226-3241
ext. 2 or toll free at 1-800-658-3340.



OTE!?

Make a difference.

County Committee Elections

Nominations for the county committee
election were due in the county office by Au-
gust 1, 2007. The next step in the election
process is the mailing out of the ballots,
which will begin on November 2, 2007. Vot-
ers have until December 3, 2007, to return
their properly completed ballots to the county
office. Elected committee members and alter-
nates take office on Jan. 1, 2008.

This year’s elections are for Local Ad-
ministrative Area (LAA) 1 in Shannon
County and LAA 3 in Reynolds County. In
Shannon County, this includes all landowners
South of Highway 106. Lloyd Detwiler cur-
rently represents these producers. In Rey-
nolds County, this area includes the
Southwest corner of Reynolds County and is
represented by Roberta Copeland.

Prospective Voter Requirements -
Anyone who meets the requirements in ei-
ther, 1 or 2, as well as Item 3, is eligible to
vote for county committee members.

1. Voter is of legal voting age and par-
ticipates or cooperates in any FSA program,
or

2. The voter is not of legal voting age, but
supervises and conducts the farming opera-
tions on an entire farm.

3. The voter must also be eligible to par-
ticipate in any FSA program provided by law,
regardless of the status of funding.

Discrimination Prohibited - No person
shall be denied the right to vote because of
race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age,
disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation
or marital or family status. If you have ques-
tions about your voter eligibility, contact your
county office staff.

Payment Limitations

USDA payments and benefits are subject
to producer eligibility and limitation provi-
sions as defined by law. Documents and
forms to determine eligibility and limitation
once completed are reviewed on an annual
basis.

It is the producer’s responsibility to report
changes in the farming operation that may af-
fect payment eligibility and payment limita-
tion.

The following limitations apply to Direct
and Counter-cyclical Program payments for
each contract year. For all covered commodi-
ties (except peanuts): $40,000 for direct pay-
ments and $65,000 for counter-cyclical
payments.

The Conservation Reserve Program an-
nual limit is $50,000 per person.

Entities such as corporations, limited
partnerships, trusts and estates are required
to provide names, addresses, and 1D num-
bers of their members. These entities
should also identify every payment under
more than one entity.

Adjusted Gross Income - Effective
through 2007, an individual or entity shall
not be eligible for certain program benefits
during a crop, program or fiscal year if both
of the following apply.

« The three-year average of the adjusted
gross income for the individual or en-
tity exceeds $2.5 million; and

- Less than 75 percent of the average
AGI is derived from farming, ranching
or forestry operations.

Reasonable

Accommodations

Reasonable accommodations will be
made, upon request, for individuals with
disabilities, vision impairment or hearing
impairment. If special accommodations
are required, please call the Farm Ser-
vice Agency county office staff, and we
will be happy to make any arrange-
ments that are necessary.

Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP)

e The program compensates livestock
producers for livestock losses between
January 1, 2005, and February 28,
2007, that resulted from natural disas-
ters, including losses due to blizzards
that started in 2006 and continued
into 2007.

o Producers in primary or contiguous
counties declared Secretarial or Presi-
dential disaster areas between January
1, 2005, and February 28, 2007, are eli-
gible. Also, producers in counties re-
ceiving Administrator's Physical Loss
Notice during the same period are eligi-
ble.

o Producers incurring eligible livestock
losses in more than one of the 2005,
2006, or 2007 calendar years must
choose only one year for which they
want to receive benefits.

o The payment rate is to be not less than



26 percent of market value of the live-
stock on the day before the date of
death, as determined by the Secretary.

Crop Disaster Program (CDP)

The sign-up date for the new Crop
Disaster Program has been announced.
Eligible ranchers and other livestock pro-
ducers can apply to receive benefits under
the Crop Disaster Program (CDP) begin-
ning October 15, 2007, if they suffered
quantity losses to their crops. USDA will
announce and conduct CDP sign-up for
quality losses as soon as possible.

Only producers who obtained crop
insurance coverage or coverage under
the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assis-
tance Program (NAP) for the year of
loss will be eligible for CDP benefits.
CDP provides benefits to farmers who suf-
fered quantity and quality losses to 2005,
2006, or 2007 crops from natural disasters
if the crop was planted before Feb. 28,
2007, or, in the case of prevented plant-
ings, for crops that would have been
planted before Feb. 28, 2007.

Producers who incurred qualifying losses
in 2005, 2006 or 2007 must choose only

one year to apply for benefits. Producers
may apply for benefits for losses to multi
ple commodities as long as the losses oc-
curred in the same crop year. Producers

must have suffered quantity losses in ex-
cess of 35 percent to be eligible for CDP.
Contact the county office for details.

Beginning, Small and Limited Re-
source Farmers & Ranchers:

Do You Require Financial Assistance to
Fund Conservation Program Initiatives?
USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS) and Farm Service
Agency (FSA) have worked together to
make conservation programs more avail-
able to beginning, small, and limited re-
source farmers. As producers move from
initial contract development into the im-

plementation stage under NRCS’ Environ-
mental Quality Incentives Program, many
face the inability to acquire the initial capital
investment of their cost-share portion needed
for contract implementation.

To help producers implement conservation
measures, FSA has several loan programs
available to assist with up-front costs. FSA
makes direct and guaranteed farm ownership
and operating loans to family-size farmers
and ranchers who cannot obtain commercial
credit otherwise. A primary objective of
FSA’s farm loan programs is to assist small,
beginning, and socially disadvantaged (mi-
nority and female) producers. In fact, a por-
tion of FSA’s loan funds are reserved for
beginning and socially disadvantaged pro-
ducers. These loan programs are not new
and have been used successfully in conjunc-
tion with conservation programs throughout
the United States.

Additional program information, loan applica-
tions, and other materials are available at your
local USDA Service Center. You may also
visit www.fsa.usda.gov and
WWW.Nrcs.usda.gov
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Beginning Farmers & Ranchers

Are you a farmer or rancher who has substantially
participated in the farming operation for no more than 10
years? If so, you may qualify for beginning farmer tar-
geted loan funds with the Farm Service Agency.

The program is designed to assist these farmers by
providing direct and guaranteed loans when they are un-
able to obtain financing from commercial credit sources.

If you believe this program could be of benefit to
you, please contact the county office for more informa-
tion. FSA loan officials will be happy to arrange an ap-
pointment to meet with you and discuss your options.

Dates to Remember

Oct 15 CDP Sign-up begins
Nov. 2 County committee ballots mailed
to voters
Nov. 12 Veterans Day Holiday
Nov. 22 Thanksgiving Day Holiday
Last day to return county commit-
Dec. 3 .
tee election ballots
Continues Continuous CRP
Continues Farm Storage Facility Loans

Controlled Substance

Program participants convicted under federal or state law of
planting, cultivating, growing, producing, harvesting or stor-
ing a controlled substance are ineligible for program pay-
ments and benefits. If convicted of one of these offensives,
the program participant shall be ineligible during that crop
year and the four succeeding crop years for direct and
counter-cyclical payments, price support loans, loan defi-
ciency payments, market loan gains, storage payments, farm
facility loans, Non-insured Crop Disaster Assistance Pro-
gram payments or disaster payments.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its program and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disabil-
ity, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or be-
cause all or part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with
disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’'s TARGET
Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue,
S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.




