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Shannon/Reynolds County News

County Committee Election
Results

Congratulations to David L. Barnett! David
was elected to represent farmers from the
northern half of Shannon County on the
county committee. David was elected to
his first consecutive term. The election
results for Local Administrative Area 2 are:

David Barnett — Elected to the county
committee (COC),

Elvin Wayne Terrill — 1% alternate to COC,

Effie Carnes — 2" alternate to COC.

FSA appreciates all of the voters for taking
the time to complete the election ballot.
The county committee system works only
because of your participation.

The committee members held their organ-
izational meeting January 4, 2007. It was
determined that Lloyd Detwiler would
serve as county committee chairperson

and Gary Gant vice-chairperson.

Spousal Signatures

Husbands and wives may sign documents
on behalf of each other as individuals for
FSA and Commodity Credit Corporation
programs in which either has an interest.
This option is automatically available
unless a written request for exclusion is
made to the county office staff by either
spouse.

Leaving the
County Committee, fulfilling 21 years
of service was Wayne Young. Wayne
served three consecutive terms, which
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is the term limit. Wayne was com-
mended for his work with Farm Ser-
vice Agency with a plaque and pen set
presented by Lloyd Detwiler, Chair-
person.

March 15 NAP Closing Date

March 15 is the deadline for producers
to apply for Non-Insured Crop Disaster
Assistance Program, or NAP, cover-
age using Form CCC-471, Application
for Coverage, and pay the service fee
at the county office. The application
and service fee must be filed by March
15 — the application closing date for
2007 spring seed crops along with
vegetables.

The service fee is $100 per crop per
county or $300 per producer per
county. The fee cannot exceed a total
of $900 per producer with farming in-
terests in multiple counties. Limited
resource producers may request a
waiver of service fees.




To qualify, a producer must be a land-
owner, tenant or sharecropper who
shares in the risk of producing an eligible
crop.

Acreage Reporting

Acreage reporting time is rolling around.
As a producer, you should remember that
filing an accurate acreage report for all
crops and land uses, including failed
acreage, can prevent the loss of benefits
for a variety of programs.

Acreage reports are required if you want
to receive marking assistance loans, loan
deficiency payments (LDPs), Direct and
Counter-cyclical Program (DCP) pay-
ments or Conservation Reserve Program
(CRP) rental payments. For crops other
than NAP purposes (Non-insured Assis-
tance Program), acreage reports are to be
certified by June 30 for small grain and
July 31 for all other crops.

Wool and Mohair LDP

The Farm Service Agency has a Loan De-
ficiency Program (LDP) available for wool
and mohair producers. To be eligible, the
producer must retain either beneficial in-
terest in the wool and/or mohair or retain
possession of the wool and/or mohair.
Once beneficial interest is lost, the com-
modity remains ineligible for loan or LDP,
even if the producer regains control, risk
of loss or title later. If you intend to sell
all or part of your wool or mohair, you
need to sign a CCC-633EZ Page 1 form
at our office prior to shearing.

If you intend to store your wool or mohair,
and therefore, retain ownership and you
want an LDP, you need to sign a CCC-
633EZ Page 4 form and certify  to the
pounds of wool or mohair shorn.

Producers are not required to repay an
LDP. Some producers will be spot-
checked. Therefore, if you sell or give
away your wool or mohair, please provide
copies of your sales tickets or documenta-
tion.

Producers who may have questions con-
cerning beneficial interest provisions
should contact the county office staff for
additional information.

Foreign Buyers Notification
The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclo-
sure Act requires all foreign owners of U.S. ag-
ricultural land to report their holdings to the
Secretary of Agriculture. The Farm Service
Agency administers this program for USDA.

Foreign persons who have purchased or sold
agricultural land in the county are required to
report the transaction to FSA with 90 days of
the closing. Failure to submit the AFIDA form
could result in civil penalties of up to 25 per-
cent of the fair market value of the property.
County government offices, Realtors, attorneys
and others involved in real estate transactions
are reminded to notify foreign investors of
these reporting requirements.

Controlled Substance

Any person who is convicted under federal or
state law of a controlled substance violation
could be ineligible for USDA payments or
benefits. Violations include planting, harvest-
ing or growing a prohibited plant. Prohibited
plants include marijuana, opium, poppies and
other drug producing plants.

Annual DCP Enrollment

To participate in DCP, producers are required
to designate shares and sign the Direct and
Counter-Cyclical Program Contract (CCC-
509) on a yearly basis. The annual DCP
sign-up period runs from October 1 to June 1
of the applicable program year. To be consid-
ered enrolled timely, the CCC-509 must be
submitted by June 1 of the applicable program
year. In cases where a farm is reconstituted,
all resulting farms will need to enroll (signa-
tures obtained) if the producers intend to par-
ticipate. CCC-509s with signatures obtained
after June 1, but by September 30, will be ac-
cepted, but the farm will be assessed a late-
filed sign-up fee of $100. All supporting
documentation, such as CCC-502, AD-1026,
and CCC-526, must be submitted before pay-
ments can be issued. Annual acreage reports
indicating uses of all cropland on a farm must



be filed by the applicable established reporting
dates. Acreage reports filed after the applica-
ble final reporting date may be accepted if all
requirements are met and a late-filed fee is
paid.

Due to an audit in 2006 on improper forms,
we will require all new forms for 2007. The
forms include 502s, 1026s and 526s. These
are same forms we have had in past but will
have new dates.

Continuous CRP

The Continuous Conservation Reserve Program
is a private lands environmental improvement
program that allows participants the opportu-
nity to enroll acreages in conservation practices
that will reduce soil erosion, improve water and
soil quality and provide wildlife habitat and
food sources.

The Continuous CRP program is a voluntary
enrollment program. Eligible landowners enter
into contracts that range from 10 to 15 years in
length. In return, the landowners will receive
annual rental and maintenance payments, in-
centive payments for certain activities, and cost
share for establishment.

To be eligible for enrollment in the Continuous
CRP, participants and acreage must meet cer-
tain requirements. Provided the eligibility re-
quirements are met, FSA will automatically
accept enrollments of acreage into Continuous
CRP. Landowners may enroll in the program at
any time during the year.

Changing Financial Institutions

Almost all Farm Service Agency payments are
made electronically using Direct Deposit. This
innovation has cut down on the number of
missing and late payments and reduced the time
required to move funds. It has been determined
that the chance of having a problem with a
payment is 20 times greater with checks than
with Direct Deposit. Another benefit is that Di-
rect Deposit to your account can be made
within 48 hours.

To keep the system running smoothly, it’s criti-
cal to keep the county office staff up to date on
changes you might make in your financial insti-
tutions.

If you have changed accounts or institutions
that might affect the direct deposit of your
FSA payments, contact the FSA county office
so we can update our files to insure continued
uninterrupted service.

Loans for Socially Disadvan-
taged

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) can make
and guarantee loans to socially disadvantaged
applicants to buy and operate family size
farms and ranches. Funds specifically for
these loans are reserved each year. A socially
disadvantaged farmer or rancher is one of a
group whose members have been subjected to
racial, ethnic, or gender prejudice because of
their identity as members of the group with-
out regard to their individual qualities. For
purposes of this program, socially disadvan-
taged groups are women, African Americans,
American Indians and Alaskan Natives, His-
panics, and Asians and Pacific Islanders.
Contact your local FSA Farm Loan Manager
or Officer for more details and assistance in

applying.
Special Accommodations

Special accommodations will be made upon
request for individuals with disabilities, vision
impairment or hearing impairment. If accom-
modations are required, individuals should
contact the county FSA office staff directly or
by phone.

Accepting Cash In County Offices

Beginning February 26, 2007, County Of-
fices with 1 full-time employee or less
shall only accept remittances of cashier’s
checks, money orders, or personal
checks.
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Dates to Remember

Facts or Opinions? Feb. 19 President’s Day Holiday
March 15 Last day to purchase NAP insur-

V\_/hicr)7 would you choose to make deci- arc ance for 2007
stonss June 1 Direct & Counter Cyclical Pro-
Make the facts known to agriculture’s gram Contract deadline
leaders. If asked, please respond to Julv 31 Deadline to file 2007 acreage
USDA'’s Agricultural Resource Man- uly report
agement Survey. Continues  |Continuous CRP

NASS

Fact Finders for Agriculture
U.S. Department of Agriculture

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the
basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial
status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or be-
cause all or part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohib-
ited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for
communication of program information ( Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s
TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of Discrimination, write to USDA,
Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW., Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call
(800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an eaual opportunitv nrovider and emblover.




