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Conference 
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EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE FOR PHYSICAL STORM DAMAGE 
 

Winter storms in western Washington counties exceeded typical crop losses that normally occur 
due to adverse weather.  The severe weather caused physical damage to farm structures, 
equipment, orchard trees, berry plants, etc.  As a result, FSA Administrator Teresa Lasseter 
determined that the agency will make emergency loans available to farmers in Skagit County.  
These loans differ from the typical emergency loans offered through FSA in that they are only for 
the repair or replacement of physical losses.  Physical losses include damage to perennial crops, 
such as tree damage in an orchard.  Family farmers who suffered property damage due to 
winter storms which occurred between December 14, 2006 and January 15, 2007 may qualify for 
emergency loans. 
 
The emergency loans have 3.75% interest and payment terms up to 40 years with real estate 
security.  FSA is accepting loan applications for Skagit County producers in the Whatcom County 
FSA Office from the Farm Loan Program staff through September 30, 2007. 
 
The federal government does not intend to compete with private business, so applicants must be 
unable to obtain credit elsewhere to finance their needs at reasonable rates and terms.  
Applicants must be (1) US citizens or aliens legally admitted for permanent residence, (2) 
established farmers, (3) a family-sized farm, and (4) suffered an agricultural loss in a designated or 
contiguous county.   
FSA will consider each loan application on its own merits, taking into account the extent of losses, 
security available and repayment ability.  FSA has a variety of programs available in addition to 
the emergency loan program, to help eligible farmers recover from adversity.  Interested farmers 
may contact the Whatcom County FSA Office (360) 354-5658 ext. 2, for further information on 
eligibility requirements and application procedures for Emergency Loans and other programs.  
Additional information is also available at: http://disaster.fsa.usda.gov/fsa/asp.  
 

PRESIDENTIAL DISASTER DESIGNATION 
 

A Presidential disaster designation for 19 counties in Washington has made low-interest 
emergency loans possible for agricultural producers in the state.  The designation was due to 
damage and losses caused by severe winter storms, landslides and mudslides which occurred on 
December 14 and 15, 2006.  Skagit, Island and San Juan Counties were included in the 19 
counties.  Family farmers who suffered 30 percent or more losses in the designated areas may 
qualify for FSA emergency loans with 3.75% interest and payment terms up to 40 years with real 
estate security.  FSA is accepting loan applications for Skagit, Island and San Juan Counties in the 
Whatcom County FSA Office from the Farm Loan Program staff through October 15, 2007. 
 
The federal government does not intend to compete with private business, so applicants must be 
unable to obtain credit elsewhere to finance their needs at reasonable rates and terms.  
 
Applicants must be (1) US citizens or aliens legally admitted for permanent residence, (2) 
established farmers, (3) a family-sized farm, and (4) suffered an agricultural loss in a designated or 
contiguous county.   
 
FSA will consider each loan application on its own merits, taking into account the extent of losses, 
security available and repayment ability.  FSA has a variety of programs available in addition to 
the emergency loan program, to help eligible farmers recover from adversity.  Interested farmers 
may contact the Whatcom County FSA Office (360) 354-5658 ext. 2, for further information on 
eligibility requirements and application procedures for Emergency Loans and other programs.  
Additional information is also available at: http://disaster.fsa.usda.gov/fsa/asp.  

NONINSURED CROP DISASTER ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (NAP) 

The Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) is designed to provide disaster 
coverage for crops adversely affected by weather conditions.  This coverage is at a level similar 
to catastrophic (CAT) insurance on crops where Federal Crop Insurance is not available. 
Participants with NAP coverage are reminded that a written notice of loss (CCC-576) for crop 
losses must be received in our office within the earlier of either 15 days after the disaster event, 
or 15 days after the damage to the crop is evident. Please be aware that failure to timely report 
disaster occurrences could make a crop ineligible for any NAP benefits. 
The final dates to obtain NAP coverage for noninsurable crops are: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

CROP FINAL DATE TO 
OBTAIN 

COVERAGE 
Spring planted crops to include spring planted vegetable 
seed crops; summer planted buckwheat; mustard 

March 15 

Perennial grazing crops; perennial forage crops, forage 
seed crops; mint 

September 30 

All perennial crops not listed in the 9/30 category (berries, 
fruit trees, grapes, asparagus); honey 

November 20 
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ACCESSIBILITY: Person with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in any meeting, event or function should contact 
the county office.  FSA is committed to making programs accessible to all customers. 
 
 
“The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, 
and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all 
or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who 
require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotapes, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-
2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C.  
20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.” 
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ANY FARM CHANGES THIS YEAR? 
 

It is the producer’s responsibility to notify the Farm Service Agency of any changes in the farming operation.  Changes that may 
affect a determination include:  contract shares; land additions or deletions; changes in member’s shares or contributions of farm 
inputs such as capital, equipment, labor or management.  Other important changes to report are bank account changes and 
address changes.  Our accurate record keeping depends on your efforts to keep us informed of any of these changes.  Please 
contact the office if any of these changes apply to your operation so that updates and enrollment in programs can be made 
timely. 

 
PAYMENT LIMITATION AND ELIGIBILITY 

 
 
Producers participating in 
certain Farm Service 
Agency programs are 
subject to limitations on the 
total annual payments that 
can be received per 
“person.”  The maximum 
amounts a “person” can 
receive per year  
are:   
 

 
 
 
 
The farm bill of 2002 created a new eligibility rule for some of the programs.  This is the Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) rule which 
requires an individual or entity to certify whether their average adjusted gross income exceeds $2.5 million, and if it exceeds that 
amount, whether more than 75% of their AGI is derived from farming, ranching, or forestry operations.  Non-compliance to this 
eligibility rule will result in an ineligibility determination for benefits subject to the AGI rules. Contact the office for more details. 
 

3RD ANNUAL WOMEN & AGRICULTURE CONFERENCEMARCH 23-24, 2007 
 

The 3rd Annual Statewide Women & Agriculture Conference, Cultivating Our Reality, will be held on March 23 – 24 in East 
Wenatchee, Washington.  The conference is being conducted by Washington State University Extension to give women the tools 
and information they need to help their family farm operations and agri-businesses succeed. The conference begins with a social 
and networking event on Friday evening followed by a full-day of featured speakers and workshop sessions on Saturday.  For 
conference program and registration information, visit the web site http://www.ncw.wsu.edu/ and click on Women & Agriculture 
Conference.  WSU Extension is sponsoring the event in cooperation with the WSU Western Center for Risk Management Education, 
Chelan/Douglas County & Washington State Farm Bureau, Country Insurance & Financial Services and more than 40 other 
businesses, lenders and commodity groups. 
 
Jane Eckert, A nationally known speaker from the St. Louis area, will speak on “Agritourism: A Reality That Grows on You!” and 
“Making Money Without Going Off the Farm.” The program also includes 10 morning and afternoon breakout sessions on a variety 
of topics geared to farm family and business issues.  Valoria H. Loveland, Washington State Director of Agriculture will present the 
closing session.  
 
The conference is open to the public.  Those planning to attend need to register by March 16.  The cost is $20.00, lunch and snacks 
included.  Registration fees postmarked after March 16 are $30.00.  For more information, contact WSU Extension at (509) 745-8531.  
Special Note: If you or your spouse is a member of WAWG, they will pay your registration fee.  Fill out the registration form and 
indicate WAWG as your sponsor. 

Direct payments $40,000 
Counter-Cyclical payments and  
Trade Adjustment Assistance payments (TAA) 

$65,000 
 

Tree Assistance Program (TAP) payments, Loan 
Deficiency payments (LDP) and market loan gains, 
including wool, mohair, and honey 

$75,000 

Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) and 
Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) 

$50,000 
 

Environmental Quality Incentive Program (EQIP) Cost 
shares   

$450,000 (for the life 
of the contract) 

Noninsured Assistance Program (NAP) $100,000 
Crop Disaster Program (CDP) $80,000 


