
FISCAL 2007 YEAR-END PAYMENTS 
Annual payments are currently being processed for CREP, 
(Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program), and the final year 
of the Direct and Counter-cyclical Program.  Those producers who 
have not yet received a payment may receive a request for updated 
eligibility information.  Please note that final payments cannot be 
released until all information is submitted. 
 

Direct DCP payments are issued regardless of market prices at the 
following rates: 
 

Wheat $0.52/bu    Barley $0.24/bu    Oats $0.024/bu    Corn $0.28/bu 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      

        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
     
 

 
 

LIVESTOCK DISASTER PROGRAMS 
The US Troop Readiness, Veteran’s Care, Katrina Recovery, and Iraq 
Accountability Appropriations Act of 2007, provides two livestock programs to 
those farming or ranching operations that experienced feed or livestock  

losses due to natural disaster events between January 1, 2005, and February 28, 2007.  The County 
Committee has defined these events for Snohomish and North King County as: May 1, 2005 – Drought; 
May 1, 2006 – Excessive Heat; Nov 2, 2006 – Flood; and, December 14, 2006 – Severe Winter Storms.  
Clallam and Jefferson Counties were determined to not have experienced any pasture loss during the 
eligibility.  Program payments are limited to $80,000 per eligible person or entity for each program.  Producers 
may apply for all program years, but must choose one year for each program in which to be paid. 
 

Livestock Compensation Program (LCP) and Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) sign-ups began 
September 10.  Final application dates have not been set.  The County Committee established a maximum 
eligible loss for non-irrigated, native, and improved pasture grasses at 15% in 2005 and 2006 for Snohomish 
and North King Counties. 
 

The LCP compensates livestock producers for feed losses resulting from a natural disaster occurring between 
Jan 1, 2005, and February 28, 2007.  Eligible types of livestock include dairy and beef cattle, buffalo and 
beefalo, poultry, sheep, and swine.  Horses are eligible only if used as part of a commercial livestock operation.  
Payment rates vary depending on the kind of livestock. Adult dairy cows will be paid at a rate of $27.72; adult 
beef (cows & bulls) at a rate of $10.66.  The LIP compensates for physical loss of livestock based on inventory 
at the beginning of each event, and payment rates based on the market value of the livestock on the day before 
the date of death. 
 
A Town Hall Meeting will be held in December at a location and time to be announced later. 
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Office Staff 
David A Unruh, CED 
Holly Hedblom, PT 
Naomi Devlin, PT 
Vong Thao, PT 
 

Office Hours 
Weekdays/ 8:00 - 4:30 
 

E-mail us at: 
david.unruh@wa.usda.gov 
holly.hedblom@wa.usda.gov 
naomi.devlin@wa.usda.gov 
 

Dates to Remember 
11/12 Office Closed/Veteran’s Day 
11/20 Sales Closing Date/Perennial   
          Crops 
11/22 Office Closed/ Thanksgiving 
12/10 COC Elections/Count Ballots 
12/18 COC meeting – 10:00 a.m. 
12/25 Office Closed/Christmas 
 

2007 County Committee: 
Meetings scheduled for 3rd Tues of 
each month at 10:00 a.m. 
Andy Hofstra  Chair 
Kirk Salvatore  V Chair 
Kjell Stangeland  Member 
Troy Smith  Member 
Jason Roetcisoender Member 
Fong Cha  Advisor 
Linda Neunzi  Advisor 
 

Websites: 
National USDA 
http://www.usda.gov 
 

National FSA 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA 
 

Washington State FSA 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/wa 
 

2007 FSA COUNTY COMMITTEE ELECTIONS 
Official Ballots will be mailed to eligible voters in Local 
Administrative Area (LAA) 2, South Snohomish Co, which includes 
Everett, Mukilteo, Snohomish, Monroe, Sultan, Startup, Index, and 
all communities south to the King County line.  Watch your mailbox. 
Please remember that the last day to return your ballot or have it 
postmarked is December 3, 2007. 
 

If you receive a ballot in error, or if you have not received one and 
you should have, please contact the County Office at your earliest 
convenience.  Candidates are: 
 

Art Groeneweg Art is a dairy farmer in  
the Tualco Valley. 

 

Ed Stocker Ed grows specialty crops  
and raises beef in  
Snohomish. 

 

Andy Werkhoven Andy is a dairy farmer in  
the Tualco Valley. 
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The US Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and 
marital or familial status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotapes, etc.) 
should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). 
 
To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Ave. SW, Washington D.C. 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD).  

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
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CROP COVERAGE DEADLINE 
The sales closing date for perennial crops (berries) and honey is November 20, 2007. For producers 
planting these uninsurable crops, NAP coverage is available at the FSA office for $100 per crop to a 
maximum of $300 for all crops in one county; or for multi-county producers, up to a maximum of $900 for 
all crops grown in all counties. Spring planted crops including spring planted vegetable seed crops and 
summer planted buckwheat have a final sales closing date of March 15, 2008. 

 
 

CROP DISASTER PROGRAM (CDP) 
The Crop Disaster Program sign-up began on October 15th and an ending date has not been set. This 
program provides benefits to producers who suffered crop losses due to natural disasters and related 
conditions in 2005 and 2006, and 2007 if crops were planted before Feb 28, 2007. Although similar to 
previous disaster programs, the main difference is that only those producers who were covered by 
some form of insurance in the year of the loss, such as Federal Crop Insurance Coverage (FCIC) or 
Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), Adjusted Gross Revenue (AGR), AGR-Lite, 
or Written Agreements, are eligible. Producers may apply for multiple crops in the same year, or one 
crop for more than one year; however, a payment will only be issued for the year of greatest loss. 
 

Producers must have suffered a loss of production in excess of 35%. The payment rate will be 42% of the 
established market price for the crop. The payment quantity for quality losses will be equal to or the lesser 
of 1) the actual production of the crop affected by a quality loss; or 2) the quantity of expected production 
affected by a quality loss. The quality loss must be at least 25% of the value of all the crop had the crop not 
suffered a quality loss. Program payments are limited to $80,000 per eligible person or entity. Producers 
are encouraged to apply for all years in which they had a loss; however, a payment will only be issued for 
the year of greatest loss. CDP benefits together with any crop insurance or NAP payment received for the 
same crop, and including the value of the crop production not lost, must not exceed 95% of the total value 
of the crop, absent the disaster.  Please call the office to file a claim or make an appointment. 
 

 
DIRECT DEPOSIT 
Ensure against lost payments! Have you changed banks and/or account information 
recently?  Remember that most payments are issued electronically.  If we are not notified 
that your bank information has changed, your payment will be rejected by the bank and 
delayed until we receive the correct information!  Also, if you receive payments by paper 
check and your address has changed, we must be notified. 

 

 
 

Special Accommodations will be provided upon request for those persons with physical handicap, or 
vision or hearing impairment.  Please contact David Unruh at 425-334-3131 ext 104 for assistance. 
 
JOB OPPORTUNITIES 
Employment opportunities with the USDA Farm Service Agency can be found at the following websites: 
www.usajobs@opm.gov or http://www.fsa.usda.gov/wa/stateoffice.htm (Washington State). 

Happy 

 
 

Thanksgiving 


