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CONSERVATION RESERVE PROGRAM (CRP) ADDS DUCK NESTING HABITAT INITIATIVE
DES MOINES, IOWA, September 28, 2006--Duck nesting habitat improvement is the goal of the new Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) Duck Nesting Habitat Initiative, according to USDA Farm Service Agency State Executive Director Derryl McLaren.  “Farmers and landowners can enroll land into CRP under this initiative starting October 2, 2006” said McLaren.  

Cropped wetlands capable of being restored and identified as having a potential duck nesting density of 25 breeding pairs or greater per square mile is eligible for the initiative.  Eligible acreage includes cropped wetlands and adjacent uplands.  From 4 to 10 acres of upland may be enrolled for every acre of restored cropped wetland enrolled. This means for every one acre of restored cropped wetland, there must be a minimum of four acres of surrounding upland habitat, but may be up to 10 acres.
CRP contracts for acreage enrolled under the duck nesting habitat practice may be for a period of 10 to 15 years.  The participant will restore cropped wetlands and establish suitable nesting cover. Participants will receive annual rental payments, cost share to establish the habitat and a 25% incentive payment to restore wetlands.  

McLaren added, “Enrollment is limited to specifically identified lands in 14 counties located within the Prairie Pothole Region encompassing parts of Iowa, Minnesota, Montana, North Dakota and South Dakota.  Acreage may be enrolled in CRP under this initiative on a continuous basis until the 100,000 acre national allocation is reached.  Iowa has received a 4,000 acre allocation.”

Restoring 100,000 acres of wetland ecosystems in the Prairie Pothole Region will provide nesting ducks with critical habitat, nesting cover, as well as security from predators and food. The initiative will also benefit other wildlife species, filter runoff, recharge groundwater supplies, protect drinking water and reduce downstream flooding.
Sign-up for the initiative will begin Oct. 1, 2006, at local FSA offices and will run on a continuous basis until enrollment goals are met, or Dec. 31, 2007, whichever comes first.

Additional information and maps identifying the area determined eligible based on the potential duck nesting density may be obtained at the local USDA Farm Service Agency Office.  

