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COUNTY COMMITTEE ELECTIONS 
 
The election of responsible agricultural 
producers to FSA county committees is 
important to ALL farmers and ranchers 
with large or small operations. It is crucial 
that every eligible producer take part in 
this election because county committees 
are a direct link between the farm 
community and the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture. 
 
Committee members are a critical 
component of the day-to-day operations 
of FSA. They help deliver FSA farm 
programs at the local level. Farmers who 
serve on committees help decide the kind 
of programs their counties will offer. They 
work to make FSA agricultural programs 
serve the needs of local producers. 
 
Ballots will be mailed beginning 
November 2, 2007 to eligible voters in 
Local Administrative Area (LAA) 1 (which 
in general is the Harris, Ridenhour, North 
Albemarle and South Albemarle 
townships).  Voters requirements are to 
be of legal voting age and have an 
interest in a farm or ranch as either an 
individual or authorized representative of 
an entity (or if not of legal voting age but 
supervises and conducts the farming 
operations on an entire farm) and be 
eligible to participate in any FSA program 
provided by law.  If you vote in LAA 1 and 
meet the voter requirement and you do 
not receive a ballot please contact the 
Stanly County FSA office.   
 
Close of business Monday, December 3, 
2007 is the last day to return 
completed and signed ballots to the 
Stanly County FSA office.  Ballots will be 
counted on Monday, December 10, 2007 
at 9:00 am in the Stanly County FSA 
office located in the Stanly County Agri-
Civic Center and is open to the public.  
Elected committee member will take 
office January 1, 2008.  
 

CROP DISASTER PROGRAM 
 

Crop Disaster Program (CDP) provides 
benefits to farmers who suffered quantity 
and quality losses from natural disasters 
and related conditions that occurred in 
2005, 2006, or 2007 if the crop was 
planted before Feb. 28, 2007, or, in the 
case of prevented plantings, for crops that 
would have been planted before Feb. 28, 
2007. Producers who incurred qualifying 
losses in 2005, 2006 or 2007 must choose 
only one year to receive benefits. 
Producers may apply for benefits for 
losses to multiple crops as long as the 
losses occurred in the same crop year. 
Only producers who obtained crop 
insurance coverage or coverage under 
the Noninsured Crop Disaster 
Assistance Program (NAP) for the year 
of loss will be eligible for CDP benefits.  

Producers must have suffered quantity 
losses in excess of 35 percent to be 
eligible for CDP.  The payment rate is set 
at 42 percent of the established price.  The 
payment quantity for quality losses will be 
equal to the lesser of: (1) the actual 
production of the crop affected by a quality 
loss; or (2) the quantity of expected 
production of the crop affected by a quality 
loss.   The quality loss must be at least 25 
percent of the value that all affected 
production of the crop would have had if 
the crop had not suffered a quality loss.  
Assistance, together with any crop 
insurance or NAP payment received for 
the same crop and including the value of 
the crop production not lost, must not 
exceed 95 percent of the total value of the 
crop absent the disaster.  Farmers may 
receive a maximum of $80,000 in CDP 
benefits. 

Eligible farmers can sign-up for the Crop 
Disaster Program (CDP) beginning 
October 15, 2007, if they suffered quantity 
losses to their crops. USDA will announce 
and conduct CDP sign-up for quality 
losses as soon as possible.  
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FSA Office Hours 
Monday – Friday                               
8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
 
COUNTY COMMITTEE: 

 

Charles F.  Brooks, Chairman 
Keith A. Hill, Vice-Chairman 
Curtis R. Furr, Member 
Mary B. Whitley, Advisor 
 
Committee meets 3rd Monday  
of each month at 8:30 am 
 
County Executive Director: 
Pamela S. Pollard 
Pamela.pollard@nc.usda.gov 
 
Program Technicians: 
Karen R. Morris 
Jennifer L. Almond 

The United States Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) prohibits 
discrimination in all its programs and 
activities on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, age, disability, and 
where applicable, sex, marital status, 
familial status, parental status, 
religion, sexual orientation, genetic 
information, political beliefs, reprisal, 
or because all or part of an 
individual’s income is derived from 
any public assistance program. (Not 
all prohibited bases apply to all 
programs.) Persons with disabilities 
who require alternative means for 
communications of program 
information (Braille, large print, 
audiotape, etc.) should contact 
USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-
2600 (voice and TDD). 
 
To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write USDA, Director, Office of Civil 
Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, 
S.W.,  Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, 
or call 800-795-3272 (voice) or 202-
720-6382 (TDD).  USDA is an equal 
opportunity provider and employer. 
 
Special accommodations will be made 
upon request for individuals with 
disabilities, vision impairment, or 
hearing impairment.  If 
accommodations are required, please 
call Pamela Pollard at (704) 982-5114 
ext. 2. 
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 EMERGENCY LOANS FOR 
DROUGHT 

 
Emergency loans are available for 
producers who suffer losses from the 2007 
drought. Emergency loans carry a 3.75% 
interest rate and can be used to replace 
the income you would have gotten from 
your farm operation. Funds can be used for 
operating expenses, debt payments and 
essential family living expenses. The loan 
terms are from 1 to 7 years. To be eligible 
you must show a 30% loss in a single 
enterprise. The standard eligibility 
requirements for FSA loans apply: 
demonstrate that you cannot get the 
necessary credit from conventional 
lenders, be credit worthy, be a full time 
family size farmer and not be delinquent on 
any Federal debts, among other 
requirements. May 12, 2008 is the last day 
for Stanly County producers to apply.  For 
further information or an application please 
call Mary Myers in the Concord USDA 
Service Center at 704-788-2107, ext. 2.  
 
FSA/CCC ANNOUNCES CHANGE IN 
REPORTING MARKET GAIN TO IRS 

 
Beginning with the 2007 calendar year, 
market gain associated with the repayment 
of a Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) 
loan under the nonrecourse marketing 
assistance loan (MAL) program, whether 
repaid with cash or using commodity 
certificates in exchange of the outstanding 
loan collateral  will be reported on IRS 
Form 1099-G.  Also, effective for cotton 
MAL’s repaid on or after January 1, 2008, 
any storage credit applicable to the 
repayment will be subsequently reported to 
producers on IRS Form 1099-G. 

CRP COVER 
MAINTENANCE 

 
Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP) participants are 
REQUIRED to maintain your 
CRP acres according to the 
conservation plan to remain in 
compliance thus avoiding 
penalties.  This includes: 
--Having adequate approved 
vegetative cover to control 
erosion for the contract period 
--Controlling weeds and other 
types of undesirable vegetation 
--Taking control measures 
outside of the primary nesting 
season (April 15-Sept 15), 
CRP management activities 
(such as disking borders and 
firebreaks) must also be 
completed to remain in 
compliance. 
 
Mowing for cosmetic 
purposes is prohibited!! 
 
CRP Tree participants are 
reminded when having your 
trees “thinned” you must file 
form CRP-37 the year of the 
thinning and forfeit your annual 
payment.  Failure to report or 
failure to thin as required in 
your contract will result in non 
compliance penalties. 
 

OFFICE CLOSINGS 
 

--Monday, Nov 12- 
         Veterans Day Holiday 
--Thursday, Nov 22-          
         Thanksgiving Holiday 

EMERGENCY CONSERVATION 
PROGRAM (ECP) 

 
ECP provides emergency funding and 
technical assistance to farmers and 
ranchers for carrying out emergency 
water conservation measures in periods 
of severe drought. 
 
Stanly county farms and ranches 
experiencing severe drought conditions 
may be eligible for cost-share assistance 
under ECP.  This disaster program is 
administered by the USDA FSA which 
provides cost-share assistance if the 
damage is so severe that water available 
for livestock has been reduced below 
normal to the extent that the livestock 
cannot survive without additional water.  
A producer qualifying for ECP assistance 
may receive cost shares not to exceed 
75 percent of the cost of installing 
eligible temporary measures.  Cost 
sharing for permanent measures is 
based on 50 percent of the total eligible 
cost.  Cost-share assistance is limited to 
$200,000 per person per natural 
disaster.  Approved practices and 
measure may include for livestock water: 
installing pipelines or other facilities; 
constructing or deepening wells; 
developing springs or seeps.  Producers 
who have experienced severe drought 
conditions requiring outside assistance 
to provide supplemental emergency 
livestock water may file a request for 
assistance at the Stanly County FSA 
office Nov. 13 through Dec. 3, 2007.  
To be eligible for cost shares an onsite 
inspection of the problem area must be 
completed and findings reviewed must 
meet handbook requirements. 


