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Obama Administration Names Bill Wehry to Serve as State Executive Director for the
Farm Service Agency in Pennsylvania

(WASHINGTON, DC), June 29, 2009 - The Obama Administration today announced
that Bill Wehry will serve as Pennsylvania State Executive Director for the Farm Service Agency
at the USDA.

"Bill Wehry has a solid understanding of the challenges and opportunities facing our rural
communities and will help build on the Obama Administration's efforts to rebuild and revitalize
rural America," said Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack.

Wehry is the Deputy Secretary for Agriculture and Consumer Protection for the State of
Pennsylvania's Department of Agriculture. He oversees 470 employees and a $120 million
operating budget. Previously, Wehry ran Meadow Creek Farms from 1977-2003, where he
managed 500 acres of cropland and 250 sow. He is an experienced agricultural producer and
agribusiness manager who has worked to create a healthy environment for farms, protect
consumer health and preserve the environment. Throughout his career, Wehry has earned
numerous conservation awards.

The Farm Service Agency administers and manages farm commaodity, credit,
conservation, disaster and loan programs as laid out by Congress through a network of federal,
state and county offices. These programs are designed to improve the economic stability of the
agricultural industry and to help farmers adjust production to meet demand. Economically, the
desired result of these programs is a steady price range for agricultural commodities for both
farmers and consumers. State and county offices directly administer FSA programs. These
offices certify farmers for farm programs and pay out farm subsidies and disaster payments.
Currently, there are 41 FSA county offices in Pennsylvania.

The USDA provides leadership on food, agriculture and natural resources and touches the
life of every American. Reflecting President Obama's commitment to expanding economic
opportunities in rural America, Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack and the USDA are working to
enhance availability of broadband, promote the development of renewable energy, to conserve,
maintain and improve our natural resources and environment, and promote a sustainable, safe,
sufficient and nutritious food supply.
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