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COC Nomination Deadline 
The election of agricultural producers to Farm Service Agency (FSA) county 
committees is important to farmers and ranchers.  It is crucial that every 
eligible producer participate in these elections because FSA county 
committees are a link between the agricultural community and the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA).  

County committee members are a critical component of the operations of 
FSA. They help deliver FSA farm programs at the local level.  Farmers and 
ranchers who serve on county committees help with the decisions necessary 
to administer the programs in their counties. They work to ensure FSA 
agricultural programs serve the needs of local producers.  

FSA county committees operate within official regulations designed to carry 
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http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=home&subject=landing&topic=landing


programs you can also visit the 
National website at 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov 

out federal laws. County committee members apply their judgment and 
knowledge to make local decisions.   

The COC nomination period runs from June 17, 2014 through August 1, 
2014.  The nomination form is available at USDA Service Centers and 
online. For more information contact your local FSA office 

 
Livestock Disaster Assistance Sign-up 
Underway 
Livestock disaster program enrollment opened on April 15, 2014. These 
disaster programs are authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill as permanent 
programs and provide retroactive authority to cover losses that occurred on 
or after Oct. 1, 2011.  

To expedite applications, all producers who experienced losses are 
encouraged to bring records documenting those losses to their local FSA 
Office. Producers should record all pertinent information of natural disaster 
consequences, including:    

• Documentation of the number and kind of livestock that have died, 
supplemented if possible by photographs or video records of 
ownership and losses  

• Dates of death supported by birth recordings or purchase receipts  
• Costs of transporting livestock to safer grounds or to move animals 

to new pastures  
• Feed purchases if supplies or grazing pastures are destroyed  
• Crop records, including seed and fertilizer purchases, planting and 

production records  

Eligible producers can sign-up for the following livestock disaster assistance 
programs:  

Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP): 

LIP provides compensation to eligible livestock producers that have suffered 
livestock death losses in excess of normal mortality due to adverse weather 
and attacks by animals reintroduced into the wild by the federal government 
or protected by federal law. Producers who suffered livestock death losses 
should submit a notice of loss and an application for payment to their local 
FSA office by January 30, 2015.  

For more information, producers can review the LFP, LIP and ELAP Fact 
Sheets on the Farm Bill webpage. Producers are encouraged to make an 
appointment with their local FSA office to apply for these programs.  

 
2012 & 2013 ELAP Losses Must be Filed 
by Aug. 1, 2014 for Honeybee, Livestock 
and Farm-Raised Fish Losses 
Producers who suffered eligible livestock, honeybee or farm-raised fish 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/fsa0669a_commiteeelectform.pdf
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/fbapp?area=home&subject=landing&topic=landing


losses have until August 1, 2014, to submit a notice of loss and application 
for payment under the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and 
Farm-raised Fish Program (ELAP).  

ELAP provides emergency assistance to eligible producers of livestock, 
honeybees and farm-raised fish that have losses due to disease, adverse 
weather, or other conditions, such as blizzards and wildfires. ELAP 
assistance is provided for losses not covered by the Livestock Forage 
Program (LFP) and Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP). Producers who 
suffered eligible livestock, honeybee or farm-raised fish losses during 2012 
and 2013 program years must submit a notice of loss and application for 
payment to their local FSA office by August 1, 2014. For 2014 program year 
losses, the notice of loss and an application for payment must be submitted 
by November 1, 2014.     

For more information, producers can review the ELAP Fact Sheet on the 
Farm Bill webpage. Producers are encouraged to make an appointment with 
their local FSA office to apply for these programs.  

 

 
USDA Farm Service Agency Announces Tree Assistance 
Program (TAP) Sign-up  
As of  Tuesday, April 15, 2014, orchardists and nursery tree growers who experienced losses from natural 
disasters that occurred on or after Oct. 1, 2011, can sign up for the Tree Assistance Program (TAP). TAP was 
authorized by the Agricultural Act of 2014 as a permanent disaster program.  TAP provides financial assistance 
to qualifying orchardists and nursery tree growers to replant or rehabilitate eligible trees, bushes and vines 
damaged by natural disasters.  

Eligible tree types include trees, bushes or vines that produce an annual crop for commercial purposes. Nursery 
trees include ornamental, fruit, nut and Christmas trees that are produced for commercial sale. Trees used for 
pulp or timber are ineligible.  

To qualify for TAP, orchardists must suffer a qualifying tree, bush or vine loss in excess of 15 percent mortality 
from an eligible natural disaster. The eligible trees, bushes or vines must have been owned when the natural 
disaster occurred; however, eligible growers are not required to own the land on which the eligible trees, bushes 
and vines were planted.  

If the TAP application is approved, the eligible trees, bushes and vines must be replaced within 12 months from 
the date the application is approved. The cumulative total quantity of acres planted to trees, bushes or vines, for 
which a producer can receive TAP payments, cannot exceed 500 acres annually.  

 
USDA Announces New Support for Beginning Farmers and 
Ranchers 
Department Implementing New Farm Bill Programs, Unveiling New Centralized Online Resource to Support Next 
Generation of Farmers   

USDA has announced the implementation of new Farm Bill measures and other policy changes to improve the 
financial security of new and beginning farmers and ranchers. USDA also unveiled www.USDA.gov/newfarmers, 
a new website that will provide a centralized, one-stop resource where beginning farmers and ranchers can 
explore the variety of USDA initiatives designed to help them succeed.  USDA’s www.usda.gov/newfarmers has 
in depth information for new farmers and ranchers, including: how to increase access to land and capital; build 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/fbapp?area=home&subject=landing&topic=landing
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new market opportunities; participate in conservation opportunities; select and use the right risk management 
tools; and access USDA education, and technical support programs.  These issues have been identified as top 
priorities by new farmers. The website will also feature instructive case studies about beginning farmers who 
have successfully utilized USDA resources to start or expand their business operations.   

USDA’s www.usda.gov/newfarmers has in depth information for new farmers and ranchers, including: how to 
increase access to land and capital; build new market opportunities; participate in conservation opportunities; 
select and use the right risk management tools; and access USDA education, and technical support 
programs.  These issues have been identified as top priorities by new farmers. The website will also feature 
instructive case studies about beginning farmers who have successfully utilized USDA resources to start or 
expand their business operations.   

Announcements in support of beginning farmers and ranchers include:   

•        Waiving service fees for new and beginning farmers or ranchers to enroll in the Non-Insured Crop Disaster 
Assistance Program (NAP) for the 2014 crop year.  NAP provides risk management tools to farmers who grow 
crops for which there is no crop insurance product. Under this waiver, announced via an official notice to Farm 
Service Agency offices, farmers and ranchers whom already enrolled in NAP for the 2014 crop year and certified 
to being a beginning farmer or social disadvantaged farmer are eligible for a service fee refund.     

•        Eliminating payment reductions under the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) for new and beginning 
farmers which will allow routine, prescribed, and emergency grazing outside the primary nesting season on 
enrolled land consistent with approved conservation plans.  Previously, farmers and ranchers grazing on CRP 
land were subject to a reduction in CRP payments of up to 25 percent.  Waiving these reductions for new and 
beginning farmers will provide extra financial support during times of emergency like drought and other natural 
disasters.    

•        Increasing payment rates to beginning farmers and ranchers under Emergency Assistance for Livestock, 
Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP).   Under this provision, beginning and farmers can claim up 
90 percent of losses for lost livestock, such as bees, under ELAP.   This is a fifty percent increase over 
previously available payment amounts to new and beginning farmers.  

In the near future, USDA will also announce additional crop insurance program changes for beginning farmers 
and ranchers – including discounted premiums, waiver of administrative fees, and other benefits.   

Additional information about USDA actions in support of beginning farmers and ranchers is available here. 

 
USDA Announces Funding Availability for Turning Biomass 
Material into Energy 
Farm Bill Implementation Continues as Energy Facilities Can Now Apply for Renewed Biomass Crop Assistance 
Program  
 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) will begin accepting applications June 16 from energy facilities 
interested in receiving forest or agricultural residues to generate clean energy. The support comes through the 
Biomass Crop Assistance Program (BCAP), which was authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill.   

BCAP provides financial assistance to farmers and ranchers who establish and maintain new crops of energy 
biomass, or who harvest and deliver forest or agricultural residues to a qualifying energy facility. Of the total $25 
million per year authorized for BCAP, the 2014 Farm Bill provides up to 50 percent ($12.5 million) each year for 
matching payments for the harvest and transportation of biomass residues. BCAP matching payments will 
resume this summer, while crop incentives will begin in 2015. Some matching payments will support the removal 
of dead or diseased trees from National Forests and Bureau of Land Management public lands.  This will be 
turned into renewable energy while reducing the risk of forest fire. Agriculture residues, such as corn cobs and 
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stalks, also may qualify as energy-producing feedstock.   

With the 2014 Farm Bill requiring several regulatory updates to BCAP, the resumption of payments for starting 
and maintaining new sources of biomass (Project Areas) has been deferred until a later date when the regulatory 
updates occur.     

The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA), which administers BCAP, will begin accepting applications from 
biomass conversion facilities beginning June 16, 2014, through July 14, 2014.  Information on funding availability 
can be found in the Federal Register notice at http://go.usa.gov/8FSH.  For more details on applications and 
deadlines on BCAP, visit a local FSA county office or go online to www.fsa.usda.gov/bcap.  

 
Know Your Farmer, Know Your Food 
The Know Your Farmer, Know Your Food (KYF2) initiative is a USDA-wide effort focused on strengthening local 
and regional food systems.  

In recent years, consumers have shown an increased interest in purchasing locally-produced foods and many 
farmers and ranchers followed the trend and offer fresh foods through local markets.  

USDA followed suit, developing KYF2, which helps connect consumers with producers in their community. USDA 
offers a wide range of programs that can assist farmers, ranchers, businesses, communities and individuals. To 
learn more about grants, loans and support that is available, visit 
http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome?navid=KYF_GRANTS.  

These USDA programs stimulate economic development in agricultural communities, foster new opportunities for 
farmers and ranchers, promote locally and regionally grown and processed foods, cultivate healthy eating habits 
and educated consumers, expand access to affordable fresh and local food and develop a connection between 
food, agriculture, community and the environment.  

For more information on KYF2, visit 
http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/knowyourfarmer?navid=KNOWYOURFARMER  

 
USDA Pledges Financial Support for Chesapeake Bay Water 
Quality Partnerships 
USDA pledged up to $5 million to state and local partnerships in six states for accelerating tree planting along 
the Chesapeake Bay watershed. The pledge was made at a summit in Washington, D.C. attended by leaders of 
Chesapeake Bay water quality restoration efforts.  

Voluntary conservation practices made possible through the 2014 Farm Bill will enable USDA to work with 
farmers who are interested in taking steps to ensure their practices help conserve the Chesapeake Bay 
Watershed.   

The conference marks the start of an accelerated strategy of the Chesapeake Riparian Forest Buffer Initiative to 
promote the establishment of more forested areas, known as “riparian forest buffers,” along streams and rivers of 
the Chesapeake Bay watershed, providing natural barriers that can filter sediment, chemicals, and other 
contaminants from entering into the waterway.    

USDA financial assistance will provide more incentives to private landowners interested in participating in the 
Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) voluntary Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP). Each 
Chesapeake Bay state has a CREP in place, which collectively cover the entire watershed. To date, about $500 
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million in USDA financial assistance has been provided or obligated to farmers enrolling land in the six CREPs.  

For 25 years, USDA has worked with the six Bay states (New York, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Delaware, Virginia 
and West Virginia) to improve and restore the Chesapeake Bay, with more than 7,000 miles of riparian forest 
buffers established by private landowners in the Bay states since 1996. In 2013, the CREP’s buffers have 
intercepted an estimated eight million tons of sediment, 16 million pounds of nitrogen, and four million pounds of 
phosphorus in the Chesapeake Bay watershed.    

To learn more about CRP and CREP initiatives, producers are encouraged to visit their area FSA county offices 
or go online to www.u8sda.gov/crp.  

 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) Offers Farm Bill Website 
and Online Overview of Farm Bill Programs 
The Agricultural Act of 2014 (the Act), also known as the 2014 Farm Bill, was signed by President Obama on 
Feb. 7, 2014. The Act repeals certain programs, continues some programs with modifications, and authorizes 
several new programs administered by the Farm Service Agency (FSA). Most of these programs are authorized 
and funded through 2018.  

For the latest on 2014 Farm Bill programs administered by FSA, please visit our Farm Bill website at 
www.fsa.usda.gov/farmbill and for an FSA program overview please read, download and/or print our recently 
posted FSA Farm Bill Fact Sheet titled, What’s in the 2014 Farm Bill for Farm Service Agency Customers?  

For more information on FSA, please contact your local USDA Service Center or visit us online at 
www.fsa.usda.gov.  

 
New Farm Bill Offers Increased Opportunities for Producers 
The 2014 Farm Bill offers increased opportunities for producers including farm loan program modifications that 
create flexibility for new and existing farmers. A fact sheet outlining modifications to the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) Farm Loan Programs is available here.  

The Farm Bill expands lending opportunities for thousands of farmers and ranchers to begin and continue 
operations, including greater flexibility in determining eligibility, raising loan limits, and emphasizing beginning 
and socially disadvantaged producers.     

Changes that will take effect immediately include:  

·   Elimination of the 15 year term limit for guaranteed operating loans.  

·   Modification of the definition of beginning farmer, using the average farm size for the county as           
     aqualifier instead of the median farm size.  

·   Modification of the Joint Financing Direct Farm Ownership Interest Rate to 2 percent less than regular  
    Direct Farm Ownership rate, with a floor of 2.5 percent. Previously, the rate was established at 
    5 perrcent.  

·  Increase of the maximum loan amount for Direct Farm Ownership Down Payment Loan Program from  
    $225,000 to $300,000.  

·   Elimination of rural residency requirement for Youth Loans, allowing urban youth to benefit.  

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=home&subject=copr&topic=crp-sp
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·  Debt forgiveness on Youth Loans, which will not prevent borrowers from obtaining additional loans 
    from the federal government.  

·  Increase of the guaranteed percentage on Conservation Loans from 75 to 80 percent and 90            
   percent  for socially disadvantaged borrowers and beginning farmers.  

·  Microloans will not count toward direct operating loan term limits for veterans and beginning farmers.  

Additional modifications must be implemented through the rulemaking processes. Visit the FSA Farm Bill website 
for detailed information and updates to farm loan programs 

 
Filing for NAP Losses 
The Notice of Loss (Form CCC-576) is used to report failed acreage and prevented planting and may be 
completed by any producer with an interest in the crop. Timely filing a Notice of Loss is required for all crops 
including grasses. For losses on crops covered by the Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) 
and crop insurance, you must file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss, in the FSA County Office within 15 days of the 
occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent.  

If filing for prevented planting, an acreage report and CCC-576 must be filed within 15 calendar days of the final 
planting date for the crop.   

 
USDA Enhances Farm Storage Facility Loan Program 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) today announced the expansion of the Farm Storage and Facility 
Loan program, which provides low-interest financing to producers.  The enhanced program includes 22 new 
categories of eligible equipment for fruit and vegetable producers.  

Producers with small and mid-sized operations, and specialty crop fruit and vegetable growers, now have access 
to needed capital for a variety of supplies including sorting bins, wash stations and other food safety-related 
equipment.  A new more flexible alternative is also provided for determining storage needs for fruit and vegetable 
producers, and waivers are available on a case-by-case basis for disaster assistance or insurance coverage if 
available products are not relevant or feasible for a particular producer.    

Additionally, Farm Storage Facility Loan security requirements have been eased for loans up to 
$100,000.  Previously, all loans in excess of $50,000 and any loan with little resale value required a promissory 
note/security agreement and additional security, such as a lien on real estate.  Now loans up to $50,000 can be 
secured by only a promissory note/security agreement and some loans between $50,000 and $100,000 will no 
longer require additional security.  

The low-interest funds can be used to build or upgrade permanent facilities to store commodities.  Eligible 
commodities include grains, oilseeds, peanuts, pulse crops, hay, honey, renewable biomass commodities, fruits 
and vegetables.  Qualified facilities include grain bins, hay barns and cold storage facilities for fruits and 
vegetables.  

Contact your local FSA office or visit www.fsa.usda.gov for more about FSA programs and loans, including the 
Farm Storage Facility Loan Program.  

 
Microloan Program 
The Farm Service Agency (FSA) developed the Microloan (ML) program to better serve the unique financial 

http://fsa.usda.gov/FSA/fbapp?area=home&subject=landing&topic=landing&utm_source=spotlight&utm_medium=click&utm_content=rotation1&utm_campaign=2014farmbill
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/


operating needs of beginning, niche and small family farm operations.    

FSA offers applicants a Microloan designed to help farmers with credit needs of $35,000 or less. The loan 
features a streamlined application process built to fit the needs of new and smaller producers.  This loan program 
will also be useful to specialty crop producers and operators of community supported agriculture (CSA).    

Eligible applicants can apply for a maximum amount of $35,000 to pay for initial start-up expenses such as hoop 
houses to extend the growing season, essential tools, irrigation and annual expenses such as seed, fertilizer, 
utilities, land rents, marketing, and distribution expenses.  As financing needs increase, applicants can apply for 
a regular operating loan up to the maximum amount of $300,000 or obtain financing from a commercial lender 
under FSA’s Guaranteed Loan Program.  

Individuals who are interested in applying for a microloan or would like to discuss other farm loan programs 
available should contact their local FSA office to set up an appointment with a loan official.   

 
Selected Interest Rates for July 2014 
90-Day Treasury Bill - .125%  

Farm Operating Loans — Direct - 2.125%  

Farm Ownership Loans — Direct - 3.875%  

Farm Ownership Loans — Direct Down Payment, Beginning Farmer or Rancher - 1.50% 

Emergency Loans - 3.125% 

Farm Storage Facility Loans (7 years) - 2.125%  

Commodity Loans 1996-Present - 1.125%  

 
Dates to Remember 
Aug. 1 - Sign-up Deadline for 2012 & 2013 ELAP  

Aug. 1 - Reconstitution Deadline  

Aug. 29 - Sign-up Deadline for 2012 SURE  

Sept. 2 - Application Closing Date for 2015 NAP for Value-Loss Crops  

Sept. 30 - Application Closing Date for 2015 NAP for all Small Grains   

Continuous Conservation Reserve program  

 

For more information on bulletin subjects or details regarding your GovDelivery subscription with the Virginia 
FSA State Office, contact Linda Cronin, Outreach/Information Coordinator at linda.cronin@va.usda.gov or call at 

mailto:linda.cronin@va.usda.gov


804-287-1537. 

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of 
the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 
20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), 
(866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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