
[image: image2.png]USD United States

Department of

— :
= I



[image: image3.wmf][image: image4.wmf][image: image5.emf]  Dates to Remember     May 31 , 2006  Report acres for fall seeded and small  grain crops, alfalfa and CRP     M ay 31, 2006  Final date to obtain loans and LDPs on  2005 feed grains     May 31, 2006  Final date  to provide  2005  production  for Hard White Wheat  i n centive pay     June 1, 2006  Signup ends for 2006 Direct and  Counter - cyclical Payment Program  without a late fee.     June  30, 2006  Deadline for CRP contracts expiring  in 2008 - 2010 to respond     August 1, 2006  Final date to report spring seeded crops  on total cropland.     September 1, 06  Pur chase NAP policy for 2007 Wheat   and  Trit i cale forage crops.   Holidays  Office Clos ed  May 29, Memorial Day   July 4, Independence Day   September 4, Labor Day  

 Visit our Web site at: www.fsa.usda.gov 

[image: image6.wmf][image: image7.png]


[image: image8.wmf]

Thomas County FSA

915 E. Walnut

P.O. Box 409

Colby, KS 67701-0409

Phone: 785-462-7671

FAX: 785-462-9726

www.fsa.usda.gov
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8:00 a.m. -4:30 p.m.

County Committee
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1st Friday of the month

Office Staff:
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Dorothy Heim
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CRP REX Inspections

The County office is currently conducting CRP REX inspections throughout the county.  These inspections are to ensure compliance of current CRP provisions.  Inspectors are looking at appropriate cover, adequate cover, and proper use.  Findings so far include, volunteer trees, yucca invasions, and unauthorized grazing.  Russian Olive trees appear to be the most often invader of established CRP contracts. Corrective action is allowed, however, violations may be considered grounds for termination.
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Warehouse Stored Commodity Loans

Producers wanting to receive a Warehouse Stored Commodity Loan should be aware that the warehouse is required to submit a sample of the wheat to be tested for protein if the producer wants a protein premium.  The Grain Inspection Packers and Stockyards Administration (GIPSA) certificate showing protein content must accompany the warehouse receipt for the producer to receive the premium.

Visit our Web site at: www.fsa.usda.gov


Continuous Sign-up CRP
Farm the best and buffer the rest!  Continuous Conservation Reserve Program (CCRP) provides an opportunity to help producers apply conservation practices to area that will provide the most environmental benefit.  Enrollment occurs continuously through the year.  Participants receive an annual payment for the 10 to 15 years of the contract. Practices may include a Signing Incentive Payment (SIP) and a Practice Incentive Payment (PIP).  SIP may be up to $150 an acre and the PIP provides additional cost share to install the practice.  In addition to the CCRP, Pheasants Forever in cooperation with Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks is offering a sign-up incentive of $25 per acre on Field Borders, Grassed Playas, and CRP Pivot corners; limit of $700 per cooperator.  

Practices offered through CCRP:

· Grassed Waterways

· Grassed Terraces

· Filter Strips (along streams)

· Grassed Playas

· Field borders

· Field Windbreaks/Shelterbelts

· Riparian Buffers


Direct Payment Change





Producers who enroll land in the Direct and Counter-cyclical Payment Program after Feb. 8 will have the option to receive an advance direct payment of 40 percent of the direct payment for any covered commodity for the 2006 crop year. 





The amount of the advance payment was reduced from 50 percent by the Agricultural  


Reconciliation Act of 2005, also known as Title I of the Deficit Reduction Act of 2005. 





As before, producers may elect to receive their direct payments in two installments per year. The first payment is available in December of the calendar year before the crop is harvested. The balance of the direct payment is available in October of the calendar year in which the crop is harvested.


For the 2007 crop year, producers will have the option to receive an advance payment of 22 percent of the total direct payment. The total value of the direct payment does not change. Producers will receive the balance of the direct payment in the second installment.





Producers who enrolled in the 2006 DCP program prior to Feb. 8 and elected to receive a 50 percent advance direct payment will be unaffected. 

















The purpose of a newsletter is to provide specialized information to a targeted audience. Newsletters can be a great way to market your product or service, and also create credibility and build your organization’s identity among peers, members, employees, or vendors.


First, determine the audience of the newsletter. This could be anyone who might benefit from the information it contains, for example, employees or people interested in purchasing a product or requesting your service.


You can compile a mailing list from business reply cards, customer information sheets, Business cards collected at trade shows, or membership lists. You might consider purchasing a mailing list from a company.


If you explore the Project Gallery, you will find many publications that match the style of your newsletter.


Next, establish how much time and money you can spend on your newsletter. These factors will help determine how frequently you publish the newsletter and its length. It’s recommended that you publish your newsletter at least quarterly so that it’s considered a consistent source of information. Your customers or employees will look forward to its arrival.











Last August, the Farm Service Agency announced the launch of the CCC-633 EZ to replace the old CCC-709 and CCC-633-LDP. Since then, it’s undergone a few modifications to make it even more user-friendly.





The EZ form is a two-part loan deficiency payment request that allows producers to (1) indicate their intentions to receive LDP benefits before losing beneficial interest in the eligible commodity, and (2) submit a request for an LDP at any time during the loan/LDP availability period before or after losing beneficial interest.





The EZ form was developed to cover field direct LDPs, basic LDPs and CCC-cotton AA, and revised to cover basic and field direct LDPs for wool, mohair and unshorn pelts.





By signing the first page of the EZ form, the producer indicates his or her intentions to receive LDP benefits. This one page covers all counties and all eligible harvested commodities for the entire crop year for the individual, joint operation or entity identified on the form. 





Once the first page of the form has been signed and submitted, the producer can submit an LDP request by completing page 2 for all harvested commodities, except cotton; page 3 for cotton; or page 4 for wool, mohair and unshorn pelts. The LDP request can be submitted at any time during the loan availability period, before or after losing beneficial interest.





A key point to remember is that page 1 of the EZ form must be signed by the producer before beneficial interest in the commodity is lost. Once beneficial interest is lost the commodity is ineligible for an LDP even if beneficial interest is regained. 





All producers are encouraged to submit page 1 of the EZ for each crop year whether or not they plan to subsequently request a loan or LDP.





For the 2006 crop year, the CCC-633 EZ or eLDP online requests are the only methods available to request LDPs. 
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Conservation


Reserve Program





Re-enrollment or extension of CRP expiring in 2007 (REX) and general signup of new CRP ended April 28, 2006.   





Letters have been sent for CRP expiring in 2008-2010.  Producers have until June 30 to re-enroll or extend these contracts.





Producers signing up for REX extensions may sign up for management practices on these contracts including haying, grazing and burning.  There would be a 25% annual rental payment reduction on acres hayed or grazed.  All new CRP contracts (including re-enrollments) are required to have a management practice in their contract plan.























Never EZer!











2006 COC Elections





Pete Ziegelmeier was elected to the Thomas County Committee for a three year term beginning January 1, 2006, for Local Administrative Area (LAA) 1.  This is the east 1/3 of Thomas County.  He replaces Matt Ziegelmeier, who had served his full 3 terms.  Robert D Schroeder is the first runner up and Steve Wilson will be the second alternate.


 


Upcoming elections for 2006 find Robert Schroeder Jr. running for re-election this year. This will be LAA 3, which is the west side of the county.





The County office will take petitions through September, 2006, from any individual in LAA 3 who would like to serve on the county committee starting 2007.  The COC meets once a month to review and approve program applications, handle appeals, monitor emergency and disaster situations, and see programs are administered fairly to all county producers.  Our appreciation to our COC for serving.








May 2006








Most Farm Service Agency programs require compliance with sodbuster and swampbuster provisions. These provisions require producers to follow an approved conservation system on all highly erodible land planted to an annual crop as determined by the Natural Resources Conservation Service. 





Be sure to have determinations made on any new land you plan to plant to annual crops. If you plan to plant a different crop on your current cropland, check with NRCS to assure the new crop will qualify under your conservation system.





Swampbuster provisions state that converting a wetland to make possible the planting of a crop will result in the loss of all USDA benefits. To avoid penalties it is strongly recommended that producers check with NRCS before starting any kind of dirt work.
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Every rule has an exception, and the exception for the FAV — that’s fruits (including nuts) and vegetables — rule is that FAV may be planted without penalty on Direct and Countercyclical Payment Program base acres under these conditions:


FAV are designated as and meet the definition of a home garden;


FAV are planted and reported with an intended use of green manure or forage and the producer pays a fee to cover the cost of a farm visit to verify that the crop has not been harvested as FAV;


lentils, mung beans and dry peas (dry peas including Austrian, wrinkled seed, green, yellow and umatilla) are not FAV crops.





The producer declare his or her intentions when the acreage report is filed and cannot subsequently change the intended use of reported FAV acreage to home garden, green manure or forage to negate a violation or payment reduction.  Better safe than sorry; check with the county office staff before planting any FAV, such as dry edible beans. 




















Direct loan borrowers with USDA’s Farm Service Agency can now check the status of their accounts around the clock using a new toll-free telephone number.





The toll-free number, 1-888-518-4983, is available in both English and Spanish. The system delivers information on active FSA loans 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 





During the first call to the new system, borrowers will enter their tax identification number or the Social Security Number associated with the loan. They also will need to enter their ZIP code. Borrowers will create a personal identification number for security. Customers must enter their PIN every time they use the system and may change their PIN. The system menu helps user’s access helpful information. The system may also direct borrowers to contact their local FSA servicing office if action is necessary on their accounts.


















































Sodbuster, Swampbuster








Toll-Free Number for Borrowers








Exception to FAV Rule 








Farm Storage Facility Loan Program





Producers may request loans to build or upgrade farm storage and handling facilities at the FSA office.  These FSFL loans have a 7 year term with annual payments amortized over the term of the loan.  The maximum principal loan amount is 85% of the net cost not to exceed $100,000.  If interested, contact the office for more information.  Interest rate for April is 4.625%
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USDA published a notice in the Federal Register announcing the availability of $11.385 million in funding for competitive grants and $176.5 million in authority for guarantee loans in fiscal year 2006 under the Section 9006 Renewable Energy Systems and Energy Efficiency Improvements Program. 


Renewable energy grant applications must be for a minimum of $2,500 and a maximum of $500,000. Energy efficiency grant applications may range from $1,500 to $250,000. The maximum amount of a guaranteed loan made to a borrower will be $10 million. Applications must be submitted to the USDA Rural Development state office in Topeka, with a postmark no later than May 12, 2006. Detailed program requirements and application information was included in the February 13, 2006 publication of the Federal Register; this information can be accessed through the Agency’s website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/ks/" �http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/ks/� 


Applications are to be submitted no later than May 12, 2006. Applications under this program are evaluated on a national competitive basis. For additional information regarding USDA Rural Development’s Renewable Energy Systems and Energy Efficiency Improvement Program, individuals may call the Agency at 785-271-2744 


502 Direct Single Family Housing Loans





The purpose of the direct Rural Development single family housing loan program is to provide low and very-low income residents with an opportunity to own safe, adequate and functional homes.  This program offers persons who do not currently own adequate housing, and who cannot obtain other credit, the opportunity to acquire, build, rehabilitate, improve or relocate eligible dwellings in rural areas.  





Loans are at a fixed interest rate for a term of 33 years.  Depending on the annual income of the household, the borrower may be eligible to receive payment assistance, which is a subsidy that reduces the effective interest rate of the loan.





To be determined eligible for a loan, the applicant must:


1.  Not have income that exceeds the low-income limit for the area.


2.  Must be a U.S. citizen or a non-citizen who qualifies as a legal alien.


3.  Must agree to occupy the dwelling being purchased on a permanent basis.


4.  Demonstrate adequate repayment ability.


5.  Have an acceptable credit history.


6.  Have the legal capacity to incur loan obligation or have a court appointed guardian or Conservator who is empowered to obligate the applicant in real estate matters.





504 Repair Loans





The 504 Loan Program offers a 1% loan for very low-income families and individuals who occupy a home they own or have a leasehold interest in.  Grants may be available to very low income people who are 62 years or older.  Funds may be used to repair and/or rehabilitate safety or health hazards in the home, or to modernize the home. 





Applicants under age 62 may not have in excess of $7,500 in liquid assets.  This figure is increased to $10,000 for those persons 62 or older.  Liquid assets do NOT include your home, vehicle or household goods.





Eligible Repairs Include:  


Water supply and sewage disposal systems , including plumbing repair 


Insulation, storm windows, storm


       doors


Repair and/or replacement of heating


       and/or air conditioning systems


Wiring


Foundation repair


Modifications to home to assist those with disabilities


Repair of Roofs


Repair of stoops and hand rails





Ineligible Repairs Include:


Purchase of appliances


Refinance of previous repairs


Landscaping





The maximum 504 Loan amount is $20,000.  The interest rate is one percent.  Repayment is scheduled for no more than 20 years, but should be based on the applicant’s ability to repay.  If the 504 loan debt exceeds $7,500, it must be secured by a mortgage on the property.    The lifetime grant assistance to any applicant cannot exceed a cumulative total of $7,500.  Homeowners who receive a grant must agree not to sell the house on which grant funds are used for 3 years.  If the home is sold within 3 years, the grant must be repaid.








To request an application packet or for more information about these or any of  the USDA’s Rural Development programs please contact the local USDA Rural Development office at 915 E. Walnut, 


Suite 3, Colby, Kansas 67701 or phone 785-462-7671 EXT 4).
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USDA Rural Development Renewable Energy & Energy Efficiency �Grant Program Information 
























































Non-Discrimination Statement


The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C.  20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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2006 Thomas Loan Rates





Wheat - 	$2.72 Bu.


Corn -	$1.97 Bu.


Barley - 	$1.85 Bu.


Oats - 	$1.34 Bu.


Gr Sorghum -	$3.20 cwt


Soybeans -	$4.66 Bu.


Sunflowers - 	$9.25 cwt





Commodity loans are available for all crops, both farm-stored grain and warehouse certificates.  May 31st is the last date to request 2005 feed grain loans.
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About Our Organization…
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