
 
 

 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BOX ELDER COUNTY FSA NEWSLETTER         
                                                                SEPTEMBER & OCTOBER 2007 

Be Counted on the 2007  
Census of Agriculture 

 

The 2002 Census of Agriculture counted 2.2 million farms and 
ranches in the United States.  That was down 15% from the 2.6 
million farms and ranches counted in 1974.  What changes are in 
store for the future of agriculture in our country?  It is important 
that all operators are again counted in the 2007 Census of 
Agriculture to show their contribution to the entire U.S. 
agricultural industry. 
 

Every farm and ranch in the nation can expect to receive a 
mailed Census questionnaire in December 2007.  To get an 
accurate count for 2007, USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics 
Service must receive a completed report for every farm and 
ranch in the U.S.  The Census is the only source of uniform 
agricultural data for every county in the U.S. and provides a 
complete statistical picture of U.S. farms and ranches every five 
years. 
 

How can YOU benefit from responding to the Census of 
Agriculture?   
 

 Producers can negotiate for more competitive market prices 
because they have the same facts as buyers 

 

 Farm organizations use the data to evaluate and propose 
policies and programs that help the agricultural producer 

 

 Farm service providers can anticipate needs and be more 
responsive to producers  

 

 Colleges and universities use the data in research programs 
aimed at increasing agricultural production and profitability 

 

 State departments of agriculture use census data to better 
serve farmers and ranchers during drought and emergency 
outbreaks of diseases or infestations of pests 

 

 Rural electric companies use census data to forecast future 
energy needs for the agricultural producer and the 
communities they live in 

 

 USDA uses census data to help evaluate participation of 
farmers and ranchers in its programs and services 

 

 Elected representatives use the data to develop farm policies 
and programs to protect and promote U.S. agriculture 

 

 Public and private analysts make extensive use of census data 
in projecting and evaluating results of agricultural programs 
and events 

 

The information you provide on the Census is kept confidential. 
For more information about NASS or the Census of Agriculture 
visit www.nass.usda.gov, or call NASS’s Utah Field Office in Salt 
Lake City at 1-800-747-8522. 
 

PPUURRCCHHAASSEE  22000088  NNAAPP  CCOOVVEERRAAGGEE  
 
Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) can 
soften financial losses caused by natural disasters, but only if 
you have applied for coverage and paid the application fee. 
This program can be likened to an insurance policy.  
 
NAP is a federally funded program that provides financial 
assistance to producers of non-insurable crops when low 
yields, or prevented planting occurs as a result of natural 
disasters.  NAP also provides coverage for crops when Crop 
Insurance is not available. 
 
If your crop is not eligible for crop insurance, then you can 
purchase NAP coverage for your crops.  It is $100 per crop, 
not to exceed $300 per producer, per county, or not to 
exceed $900 for a multi-county producer.  
December 1, 2007 is the final day to sign up for 2008 NAP 
coverage.               
                 IF YOU HAVE NOT ALREADY SIGNED UP,  

COME INTO THE OFFICE TODAY AND AVOID 
THE LAST MINUTE RUSH!!!! 

Just like filing a claim, producers who have a NAP contract 
on file with this office need to file a NOTICE OF LOSS when it 
becomes apparent that a covered crop or pasture has been 
damaged by drought, frost, insects, etc.  This Notice of Loss 
should be filed within 15 days of when the damage is 
apparent – no matter how significant the loss may seem at 
the time.  
 
IMPORTANT: Additionally, you will need to submit production 
evidence to the FSA Office for your crops, even if you did not 
have a loss on your covered crops. This is required to 
establish an APH (actual production history) for each year. 
This is used to calculate your production yield, and 
consequently will effect your NAP payment now or in the 
future.  
Make sure to file acreage reports and keep track of harvested 
production using acceptable methods. For example, bale 
weights or other means of determining quantities of hay are 
required. (Producers also need to notify the FSA office if you 
intend to graze a crop instead of harvesting it). 

 
The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable 
sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any 
public assistance programs. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication or program information (Braille, large 
print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  
 

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 1400 Independence 
Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C., 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DCP 
Direct & Counter-Cycical Program 

 
The last day to enroll your farm in 2007 DCP is September 28, 
2007. You will be required to pay a $100 late file fee for each farm you 
enroll. 
   Producers who enrolled their farm in 2007 DCP can expect to receive 
their final direct payment soon after October 1, 2007.  
    
   NOTE: Changes have been made to the DCP program concerning 
advanced payments. In the 2008 crop year, producers will be able to 
receive a 22% advanced payment.  
  Update your farm records. Changes made to your operation and 
acreage totals can affect your payments and compliance with programs.  

COC Elections 
The Box Elder County Committee Elections are 
in full swing. It is crucial that every eligible 
producer take part in this election because 
county committees are a direct link between 
the farm community and USDA.  
 

Agriculture producers in LAA 3 (Corinne, 
Brigham, Willard, Perry, Deweyville,  Ect…) 
will be electing their representative on the  
county committee.  
Producers will be receiving their ballots in the 
mail around November 3.  
You have until December 4 to return voted 
ballets to the FSA office.  

 

Crop Insurance 
Federal Crop Insurance has made some changes to their forage programs. 
 

Irrigated alfalfa hay or forage will be insurable for eight years after the year of 
establishment. Alfalfa stands 9 years old and older may be insured as an alfalfa 
grass mixture type as long as there are at least 1.2 living alfalfa plants per 
square foot. No maximum age limitation applies. 
 

This expanded coverage essentially makes all irrigated alfalfa and alfalfa grass 
mixture eligible for crop insurance, which means they are not eligible for 
coverage under our NAP program. 
 

The crop insurance sales closing date for wheat, barley, and 
forage (alfalfa and alfalfa/grass mixtures) coverage for the 2008 crop 
year is October 31, 2007. The closing date for Oats, Safflower, & Corn is 
March 15, 2008, closing date for Apples is November 20, 2007. Onions 
closing date is      February 1, 2008 
 

Crop Insurance policies are available from private insurance agents. A list of 
agents is available at this office or at http://www3.rma.usda.gov/tools/agents 

CRP Emergency Grazing 
CRP land in Box Elder County has been approved for Emergency grazing due to drought, frost, hail, and insect infestations.  The National FSA 
Office approved this action on August 22, 2007. 
 
Before grazing can occur CRP participants: 
 

• Must, before grazing, request approval to graze eligible acreage from the FSA committee. 
• Must obtain a modified conservation plan to include grazing requirements, as determined by the Natural Resources Conservation 

Service (NRCS) or Technical Service Provider (TSP). 
• Shall leave at least 25 percent of each field or contiguous CRP fields ungrazed for wildlife, or graze no more than 75 percent of the 

stocking rate determined by NRCS. 
• Shall discontinue grazing by October 1, 2007 or when notified by the local FSA Office.  
• Who do not own or lease livestock, may rent or lease the grazing privilege to an eligible livestock producer located in another county 

or State.  CRP participants who rent or lease the grazing privilege to an eligible livestock owner shall: 
• Inform the County Office of the producer’s name 
• Identify the acreage to be grazed on an aerial photocopy 
• Not rent or lease the grazing privileges for more than the amount greater than the applicable payment reduction of 10 percent. 
 

Livestock producers from Box Elder County are now eligible to graze CRP within a 210 mile radius.  Contact our office for more information. 
 
CRP grazing must be requested and approved by the FSA committee prior to the grazing activity.  Any non-approved grazing will be treated 
as a contract violation and penalties will apply.  Remember, this approval ends on October 1, 2007. 

Dates to Remember 
 

TODAY Sign-up for 2007 DCP 

TODAY 
Turn in CCC-633 EZ page 1 to 
request LDP before losing 
beneficial interest 

TODAY Report Farm Changes 
Sept. 28 Last day to enroll 2007 DCP 

Oct. 1 2007 DCP final payments 
starting to be paid 

Oct. 4 COC Meeting 

Oct. 8 Office Closed – Columbus 
Day 

Nov. 3 COC Election ballots mailed 
Dec. 1 2008 NAP sign-up deadline 

Dec. 4 Last day to return voted 
ballots 



Commodity Loans 
Commodity Loans are available to all farmers growing eligible commodities.  Theses loans 
provide capital to farmers enabling them to hold their crop off the market and benefit 
from price increases that may come after harvest.  Commodity Loans mature in 9 months.  
Loan rates are as follows:  
       Hard Red Winter     $3.03 
       Hard Red Spring      $2.72                
       Soft White Winter    $2.69                                                
       Barley            $1.85 
       Corn                       $2.33 
       Oats                        $1.33 
                                          Interest Rate on Commodity Loans 
                                                       For August is 6.00% 
Producers are reminded that they are responsible for maintaining the quality of 
commodities in farm storage.  They will also be subject to penalties applicable to 
unauthorized removal or disposition if CCC loan collateral is moved or disposed if with 
prior approval from the FSA county office. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  EMERGENCY LOANS AND  
DISASTER SET-ASIDE PROGRAM 
On August 21, 2007, Box Elder County was  
declared a disaster area due to the combined  
effects of multiple disasters, including severe 
 drought, insect infestations, killing frosts, hot  
dry winds, below normal runoff, wildfire, and  
flash floods.  This declaration authorizes the use  
of the Emergency Loan Program and the Disaster  
Set-Aside Program.  Applications will be accepted  
until April 21, 2008. 
       The Emergency Loan Program helps producers  
cover production and physical losses in counties  
declared as disaster areas.  The producer must  
be an established farmer who suffered a production  
loss of at least 30 percent in any single essential  
farm or ranch enterprise. Loans are currently  
at an interest rate of 3.75%.  The maximum loan  
cannot exceed $500,000.00. 
       The Disaster Set-Aside (DSA) Program enables  
borrowers to delay any or all of their FSA farm loan  
payments due this year or next year.  The deferred  
payment will be moved to the end of the loan, to be  
paid with the final payment.   
       Stop by our office for more information or to  
pick-up an application 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                   
     
 
 
 

AgrAbility of Utah 
 
AgrAbility of Utah is part of a 
national program administered 
through the USDA.  AgrAbility 
focuses on promoting independence 
for members of the agricultural 
community who have disabilities 
resulting from injury, illness, age, or 
other causes.  AgrAbility offers 
opportunities to persons of all ages 
and connects individuals to a 
network of service providers, 
product suppliers, and product 
manufacturers in order to provide 
education, information, services, and 
support. 
 
AgrAbility of Utah is administered by 
the Utah State University’s 
Agricultural Systems Technology and 
Education Department, USU 
Extension, the Center for Person’s 
with Disabilities, and the Association 
for Independent Living of Utah. 
 
Types of assistance available include: 
 

 Agricultural work-site analysis 
 

 Farm/Home accessibility survey 
 

 Environmental modifications 
 

 Equipment adaptation and 
modification 

 

 Information and referral 
 

 Facilitation of independent living 
 

 Individual advocacy 
 

 Peer support 
 

 Coordination of community 
service 

 

 Education 
 

 Agricultural safety workshops to 
prevent further injuries 

 
If you or someone you know could 
use some assistance in making your 
farm or ranch operation easier 
because of a disability, please contact 
this office or: 
 

Rhonda L. Miller, PhD 
Project Director 

Phone: (435) 797-3772 
Toll Free: 1-877-225-1860 

Fax:  (435) 797-4002 
E-mail:  rlmiller@cc.usu.edu 

FSA’s 2007 National Compliance and Spot Check Review 
    FSA is committed to delivering accurate program payments to America’s agriculture 
producers.  The accuracy of payments not only benefits farmers and ranchers, but also 
maximizes taxpayer dollars and government efficiency. 
     As part of the 2007 National Compliance Review, FSA’s National office is requiring 
local FSA county offices to conduct compliance reviews and spot checks of certain 
producers selected by the national office through a statistical sampling method.  A 
Statistical sample of FSA employees, county committee (COC) and State Committee 
(STC) members have also been selected for review using this same process. 
    FSA May review a producer’s operations in multiple states and counties, depending 
on the scope of the producer’s operations. FSA will review both the accuracy of the 
representations made by the selected producers in connection with participation in FSA 
programs as well as the producer’s compliance with applicable program requirements.  
The reviews may need to be conducted at various times throughout the year depending 
on the FSA programs in which the producer is participating.  FSA appreciates the 
cooperation of its customers as the agency continues to enhance its operations. 
       FSA’s goal is to ensure that program dollars are delivered effectively and efficiently 
so America’s farmers and ranchers can provide sfe and abundant food, fiber and fuel for 
consumers at home and abroad. 

Office Information 
Office Hours 
      Monday – Friday 
      7:00 AM - 4:30 PM 
Address: 
       85 S 1st E 
       Tremonton, UT 84337 
Phone Numbers: 
      435-257-5402 
      435-257-1930 Fax 
Staff: 
      James R Hall   CED 
      Scott Bown     FLM 
      Marc Henrie    FLO 
      Barbie Madsen PT       
      Julie Richins    PT 
      Marilyn Pali     PT 
County Committee 
Robert Adams      Chairperson 
Curtis Marble       Vice- 
Chairperson 
Kent McMurdie     Member 
Tamara Wood     Committee 
Advisor 



        A man and woman had been married for many years. They had shared everything. They had 
talked about everything. They had kept no secrets from each other except that the little old 
woman had a shoe box in the top of her closet that she had cautioned her husband never to open 
or ask her about. 
For all of these years, he had never thought about the box, but one day the little old woman got 
very sick and the doctor said she would not recover. 
         In trying to sort out their affairs, the little old man took down the shoe box and took it to his 
wife's bedside. 
        She agreed that it was time that he should know what was in the box. 
        When he opened it, he found two crocheted dolls and a stack of money totaling $295,000. 
        He asked her about the contents. "When we were to be married," she said, "my grandmother 
told me the secret of a happy marriage was to never argue. 
        She told me that if I ever got angry with you, I should just keep quiet and crochet a doll." 
        The little old man was so moved; he had to fight back tears. Only two precious dolls were in 
the box. She had only been angry with him two times in all those years of living and loving. He 
almost burst with happiness. 

"Honey," he said, "that explains the dolls, but what about all of this money? 
“Where did it come from?" 

 
"Oh," she said, "That's the money I made from selling the dolls." 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


