
 
  
  
  

 
Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) 

 
The USDA Farm Service Agency’s Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) is designed to 
provide assistance to eligible agriculture producers who have suffered severe damage to their 
farmland as a result of a natural disaster.  ECP is not an entitlement program and monetary 
assistance may not be provided if the applicant has adequate financial resources to repair the 
agricultural damage without Federal assistance. 
 
FSA is currently conducting assessments of the damage for the areas affected by Hurricane 
Ike, to determine the extent of the damage to ensure that the program qualifications warrant 
requesting implementation of the ECP.  Once authorized the county sign up period (not to 
exceed 60 days) will be established and announced locally; however authorization to 
implement the program does not award funding for the pending requests. 
 
Producers may submit a request after the disaster incident but before starting any restoration. 
In the event that the disaster created a situation for immediate restoration, such as, repairing 
fences for livestock, the producer should file the ECP request as soon as possible.  The 
requests will remain pending until funds are available. 
 
Producers should keep invoices, canceled checks, paid receipts, and other similar evidence to 
support the restoration measures. 
 
A signed, itemized statement must be provided by producers completing the restoration using 
their labor, equipment, or materials.  Statements shall include the dates work was performed, 
cost per hour charged for labor, type of equipment used, charge for equipment, type and cost 
of materials, and other any other applicable information   
 
The current minimum qualifying cost of restoration is set at $1,000. Cost Share payments are 
restricted to restoring damaged agricultural land structures or fencing to the pre-disaster 
condition and shall not exceed 75% of the eligible cost.  In no case shall the payment exceed 
100% of the producer’s out-of-pocket expense. 
 
Eligible practices include removing of debris, restoring permanent fences, and other 
conservation measures.  
 
For questions about ECP, please contact your local Farm Service Agency Service Center. 
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