
 
 
     

 
 

 
              

                       
                       

 
                     
                      

                         

Umatilla County FSA Office 
200 SE Hailey Ave, Suite 112 

Pendleton, OR 97801 
 

Telephone: (541) 278-8049 x 2 
Facsimile:  (541) 278-8048 

Website: http://www.fsa.usda.gov/or/or.htm 

 
             
              
   
   
   
   
   
   

Office Hours 
 

Monday – Friday  
7:00am to 4:30pm 

 
County Committee Meetings 

 
4th Thursday of the month 

Office Staff 
 

Houston Bruck, FLO              Fran Mortier, PT 
Connie Carter, PT       Donella Smith, PT 
Emma Lee Demianew, PT     Karie Walker, FLOT 
Blair Keithley, PT                Jessica Westberg, 
PT 
Virginia Lundberg, FLT         Kevin Jordan, FLM

County Committee 
 

Ed Burlingame, Chairman 
Bud Schmidtgall, Vice Chair 

Dave Patton 
Bob Walchli 

Richard Kopp 
Bette McLean, Advisor 

 
2010 County Committee Election Results 

 
Congratulations to Dave Patton and Bud Schmidtgall. Dave was re-elected to represent the towns of Cayuse, 
Mission and Pendleton and Bud was re-elected to represent Adams, Athena, Helix and Weston. FSA appreciates your 
time completing the election ballots - almost 250 ballots were received. The county committee system works because 
of your participation. The committee members will hold their organizational meeting this month to determine who will 
serve as the county committee chairman and vice-chairman. 

 

2008 SURE Disaster Program Sign-Up Underway 
 

The Umatilla County Office has begun taking 2008 disaster sign-up.  It is by appointment only due to advance 
paperwork requirements. Please call Blair or Connie to make an appointment.  
 
SURE provides crop disaster assistance payments to eligible producers on farms that have incurred crop production 
losses. Different from past disaster programs, SURE takes into consideration crop losses on all crops grown by a 
producer nationwide. It is not farm-specific. SURE provides assistance in an amount equal to 60 percent of the 
difference between the SURE farm guarantee and total farm revenue. The farm guarantee is based on the amount of 
crop insurance and Non-insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) coverage on the farm. Total farm revenue 
takes into account the actual value of production on the farm as well as insurance indemnities and certain farm program 
payments. 
  
To be eligible for SURE, producers must have suffered at least a 10 percent production loss on a crop of economic 
significance. In addition, producers must meet the risk management purchase requirement by either obtaining a policy 
or plan of insurance, under the Federal Crop Insurance Act or NAP coverage, for all economically significant crops. 
For 2008 crops, producers had the opportunity to obtain a waiver of the risk management purchase requirement through 
a buy-in provision. Producers considered socially disadvantaged, a beginning farmer or rancher, or a limited resource 
farmer may be eligible for SURE without a policy or plan of insurance or NAP coverage. 
 
In addition to meeting the risk management purchase requirement, a producer must have a farming interest physically 
located in a county that was declared a primary disaster county or contiguous county by the Agriculture Secretary 
under a Secretarial Disaster Designation. Umatilla County meets this requirement for crop year 2008 but not for 2009.  
 
 
 
 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/or/or.htm


2010 DCP AND ACRE SIGN-UP CONTINUES 
 

Sign-up continues for the 2010 ACRE and Direct and Counter-cyclical Payment (DCP) Program for farms with base acres. 
 

The sign-up deadline for both ACRE & DCP is June 1, 2010. FSA will not accept late filed applications. 
 

The chart below compares payment differences between the ACRE program and the traditional DCP program. 
 

 

DCP ACRE Comparison 

Direct Direct 

Payment rate 100% of the DCP direct 
payment rate 

80% of the DCP direct 
payment rate 

Advances Available through 2011 Available through 2011 

Payment formula Uses base acreage Uses base acreage 

  Counter-Cyclical ACRE 

Payment formula Uses base acreage Uses planted and 
considered planted 
(P&CP) acreages of 
commodity crops and 
peanuts 

Trigger Low national market 
prices 

Revenue must be below 
the historical state 
average and the farm 
average 

Advances 40% advance of 
projected payment 
through 2010 

Not available 

  Loan Rates Loan Rates 

Loan Rates 100% of the Market 
Assistance Loan rates 

70% of the Market 
Assistance Loan rates 

 

 
Payment Comparison Calculation Corn Example Your Example 

Direct Base acres x 83.3% (85% in 2012) x 120 Bu 
program yield x DCP Direct Rate  $ 3,499     

CC Base acres x 85% x program yield x CC rate  0
($3.78 price)   

DCP 

     Total $ 3,499    

Direct Base acres x 83.3% (85% in 2012) x 120 Bu 
program yield x ACRE Direct Rate  $ 2,799   

ACRE See ACRE fact sheet at www.fsa.usda.gov  $ 1,554  
ACRE 

       Total $ 4,352  

 

More information can be found at www.fsa.usda.gov click on the DCP/ACRE link on the left 

 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/


Annual ACRE/DCP Signature and Eligibility Requirements 

All persons or authorized representatives who are producers on base acres on the farm must agree to the payment 
shares and sign the contract by the deadline. A contract can not be approved if the signatures are not timely filed. 
Eligibility paperwork is required to be completed prior to payment including AD-1026 (Highly Erodible form), Farm 
Operating Plans and the Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) Form. It is a new requirement that the AGI form be 
completed annually. 
 

Annual Reminder of Fruit and Vegetable Limitations or Restrictions on ACRE/DCP Farms 

Fruits and vegetables (FAV) may be limited or restricted on DCP farms and may result in a payment reduction or 
violation provisions. However, FAV may be planted on DCP base acres and a DCP contract violation will not occur if 
any of the following exceptions to the planting restriction rule apply: 
 

Double-Cropping Exception  
 
Fruits and vegetables may be planted in a double-cropping practice with a DCP eligible commodity. The following 
provisions apply to this exception: 

 DCP payment acres are not reduced for such plantings.  

 The farm must be in a region approved for double-cropping DCP eligible commodities with FAV. These 
regions were established by FSA state committees and are published in the Federal Register (7 CFR 1412). 

 

Farm History Exception  
 
FAV may be planted on a farm with an established history of planting FAV. The following provisions that apply to this 
exception are farm-specific: 

 Although no contract violation will result, the DCP payment acres will be reduced by an acre for each acre of 
base acreage planted to FAV.  

 FAV farm history is based on the farm's plantings for crop years 1991-1995 or 1998-2001.  
 

…Thinking About Installing Wind Turbines on CRP land? 
 

This past year there has been a lot of wind turbine activity in Umatilla County. Please be advised that the County 
Committee authorizes the installation of wind turbines on CRP acreage on a case-by-case basis. Also, please note that 
CRP participants are obligated by their contract to notify the county committee prior to disturbing any CRP ground for 
authorization. Notification to FSA is required to be from the contract participants and not from the wind turbine company. 
This is because the participants are obligated by the CRP contract and the wind turbine companies are not. If you have any 
questions or concerns please contact the office. 

Farm Reconstitutions 

Winter is a good time to get your farm operation records in order.  In program terminology, farms are constituted to group all tracts 
having the same owner and operator under one farm number. When changes in owner or operator take place on a piece of land, a farm 
reconstitution is necessary. This is the process of combining or dividing farms or tracts of land based on the farming operation.  So, if 
you have had any changes to your operation call or visit the office to provide us with the new information.  This will save you time 
during your busy planting or harvesting seasons. If any of the following apply: 

    part of a farm or tract is sold or ownership is transferred 
    an entire farm or tract is sold to 2 or more persons 

farm ownership is transferred to 2 or more persons 
     tract ownership is transferred to 2 or more persons. 

The reconstitution designation by landowner method may be used. This is the division of bases in the manner agreed to 
by the parent farm owner and purchaser or transferee. Forms are required to be signed by both the seller and the buyer.  
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AGI Compliance Activities for 2009 and 2010 Payment Eligibility  
Data-Sharing with IRS 

 

FSA and IRS have finalized a data-sharing process for average AGI compliance and 
verification. IRS will report the results to FSA on a regular basis. FSA will use this 
information to determine whether a program participant complies with the average AGI 
limitations, or if further review is required. 
 
Program participants are now required to submit form 927 or 929 to the IRS by 
June 1st, 2010.  These forms are available at FSA and NRCS offices and online at 
http://intra3.fsa.usda.gov/dam/ffasforms/forms.html or 
http://fsaintranet.sc.egov.usda.gov/fsa . Failure to provide this form may require refund of 
applicable payments received from FSA and NRCS for the years 2009 and 2010.  
 
Complaint Process 
 
 After an FSA official makes a decision on your request for USDA services or application, you will be sent a letter informing you of the 
decision and options you can pursue if you disagree.  Generally, program participants have four choices – 1) an informal review with the 
original agency decision–maker, 2) an opportunity for mediation, 3) appeal to State Committee and/or 4) appeal to the USDA National Appeal 
Division (NAD).  
 
Civil Rights Compliant Process  
 
 Any person, class or group of persons may file a discrimination complaint within 180 days of an alleged discriminatory action.  
Complaints may be filed in writing or orally with the agency head, any designated agency official or the Secretary of Agriculture, U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, Washington D.C.  20250.  Assistance in filing a complaint can be obtained by calling or visiting the FSA office. 

 
 
"The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age,  
disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, 
or because all or a part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with 
disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET 
Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).   To file a complaint of discrimination write to USDA, Director, Office of Adjudication and Compliance, 1400 
Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider 
and employer." 

http://intra3.fsa.usda.gov/dam/ffasforms/forms.html
http://fsaintranet.sc.egov.usda.gov/fsa

