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FOREIGN BUYERS NOTIFICATION  

The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act (AFIDA) requires all foreign owners of U.S. agricultural 
land to report their holdings to the Secretary of Agriculture. The Farm Service Agency administers this 
program for USDA.  

All individuals who are not U.S. citizens, and have purchased or sold agricultural land in the county are 
required to report the transaction to FSA within 90 days of the closing. Failure to submit the AFIDA form (FSA-
153) could result in civil penalties of up to 25 percent of the fair market value of the property. County 
government offices, Realtors, attorneys and others involved in real estate transactions are reminded to notify 
foreign investors of these reporting requirements.   

BANK ACCOUNT CHANGES 

Current policy mandates that FSA payments be electronically transferred into a bank account. In order for 
timely payments to be made, producers need to notify the FSA county office when an account has been 
changed or if another financial institution purchases the bank where payments are sent. Payments can be 
delayed if the FSA office is not aware of updates to bank accounts and routing numbers.  

 

2014 ACREAGE REPORTING DATES 

Producers now have until January 15, 2014, to report crops that have a November 15, 2013, or December 15, 2013, reporting deadline without 
paying a late-file fee. Crops under this waiver include wheat and native and improved grasses intended for grazing or haying. The Risk 
Management Agency (RMA) did not grant a waiver so producers need to consult their crop insurance agent for deadlines for insured crops.  

In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers are encouraged to visit the Union County FSA office to file an 
accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadline.  

The following acreage reporting dates are applicable for Union County:  

December 15, 2013:               Established and Fall Planted Alfalfa Seed, Fall Canola, Perennial 
                                                Forage (hay or pasture), Fall Mint, Fall-Seeded Small Grains  



January 15, 2014:                   Apples, Apricots, Cherries, Grapes, Nectarines, Peaches, Pears, Plums  

July 15, 2014:                          All spring seeded crops and CRP  

The following exceptions apply to the above acreage reporting dates:  

·        If the crop has not been planted by the above acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be reported no later than 15 calendar days 
after planting is completed.  

·        If a producer acquires additional acreage after the above acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be reported no later than 30 
calendars days after purchase or acquiring the lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office.  

·        If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of “cover only,” “green manure,” “left standing,” or “seed,” then the acreage 
must be reported by July 15th.  

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage reporting date for NAP covered crops is the 
earlier of the dates listed above or 15 calendar days before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins.  

Late file fees will be assessed for 2014 crops reported after January 15, 2014.  

For questions regarding crop certification and crop loss reports, please contact the Union County FSA office at 541-963-4178 ext. 2. 

FSA SIGNATURE POLICY 

Using the correct signature when doing business with FSA can save time and prevent a delay in program benefits. The following are FSA 
signature guidelines:  

·        Spouses may sign documents on behalf of each other for FSA and CCC programs in which either has an interest, unless written 
notification denying a spouse this authority has been provided to the county office  

·        Spouses shall not sign on behalf of each other as an authorized signatory for partnerships, joint ventures, corporations, or other similar 
entities  

For additional clarification on proper signatures contact your local FSA office. 

BREAKING NEW GROUND 

Agricultural producers are reminded to consult with FSA and NRCS before breaking out new ground for production as doing so without prior 
authorization may put a producer’s federal farm program benefits in jeopardy. This is especially true for land that must meet Highly Erodible Land 
(HEL) and Wetland Conservation (WC) provisions.  

Producers with HEL determined soils must apply tillage, crop residue and rotation requirements as specified in their conservation plan.   

Producers should notify FSA prior to conducting land clearing or drainage projects to ensure compliance.  If you intend to clear any trees to 
create new cropland, these areas will need to be reviewed to ensure any work will not risk your eligibility for benefits.  

Landowners and operators can complete form AD-1026 Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and Wetland Conservation (WC) 
Certification to determine whether a referral to Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) is necessary.

DATES TO REMEMBER 

January 15th - Deadline to late file 2014 fall crops without late file fee 
January 17th - Deadline to return ballots 
January 20th - Martin Luther King Day, Office Closed 
February 17th - President's Day, Office Closed 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil 
Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), 

(800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
 


