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2012 DCP Signup Begins 
 
     Enrollment for the 2012 direct and 
Counter 
Cyclical Program (DCP) will begin in  
October and continue through June 1, 
2012. 
USDA urges producers to make use of the 
eDCP automated website; access at 
www.eauth.egov.usda.gov .  Or, producers 
can visit any USDA Service Center to 
complete their 2012 DCP contract. 
        USDA computes 2012 DCP payments 
using 85 percent of the commodity base 
acres, no advance direct payment will be 
disbursed. 
 

eNewsletters and eUpdates 
through GovDelivery! 

The Farm Service Agency is providing 
more cost-effective and resource-
conserving options to deliver news, 
deadlines and bulletins. You have the 
option to receive information instantly and 
electronically from your state or local FSA 
office directly to your farm or ranch.  
Several states already have GovDelivery 
for news releases. 

Take a look at your current state and 
county options for electronic delivery by 
visiting the FSA home page at 
www.fsa.usda.gov  

 
Click on the small E-MAIL UPDATES 
icon and once you enroll in GovDelivery, 
you can select electronic subscriptions via 
e-mail.  For more information contact your 
FSA state office and watch for more news 
and opportunities to sign up to receive your 
news quicker and at less cost via e-mail.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Hispanic and Women Farmers 

A process to resolve the claims of Hispanic 
and women farmers and ranchers who believe 
they were discriminated against when seeking 
USDA farm loans has been established. 

If you believe that the United States 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) improperly 
denied farm loan benefits to you between 1981 
and 2000 because you are Hispanic, or because 
you are female, you may be eligible to apply 
for compensation. 

For additional information contact: 
 
Hispanic and Women Farmer Claims 
Process: www.farmerclaims.gov  
or call 1-888-508-4429   

 
Pigford – The Black Farmers 
Discrimination Litigation: 
www.blackfarmercase.com 
or call 1-866-950-5547  

 
Keepseagle  - The Native American 
Farmers Class Action Settlement: 
www.IndianFarmClass.com  
or call 1-888-233-5506  
 

  
AFIDA 

Any foreign person who acquires, transfers 
or holds any interest, other than a security 
interest, in agricultural land in the United 
States is required by law to report the 
transaction no later than 90 days after the date 
of the transaction.  They must fileAgricultural 
Foreign Investment Disclosure Act (AFIDA) 
reports with the FSA county office that 
maintains reports for the county where the land 
is located. 

For AFIDA purposes, agricultural land is 
defined as any land used for farming, ranching 
or timber production, if the tracts total 10 acres 
or more. 

For more information contact the FSA 
office near you or visit the USDA Web site at 
www.usda.gov.   

 

http://www.eauth.egov.usda.gov/�
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/�
http://www.farmerclaims.gov/�
http://www.blackfarmercase.com/�
http://www.indianfarmclass.com/�
http://www.usda.gov/�


2011 ELAP and LIP Sign Up  
Sign up deadlines are approaching for FSA’s Emergency 

Assistance for Livestock, Honey Bees, and Farm-Raised 
Fish Program (ELAP) and the Livestock Indemnity Program 
(LIP).  Fact sheets for these programs can be found at 
www.fsa.usda.gov; click on NEWSROOM, then FACT 
SHEETS. 

Producers who have suffered a disaster due to the recent 
severe weather conditions should read the fact sheets and 
visit their local FSA office to get a quick start on the 
recovery process.   

 
Both ELAP and LIP Sign-ups require a Notice of Loss 

filed buy the earliest of either:  
 

• 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent to the 
participant or  

 
• October 31, 2011 
 

An application for payment must be received no later than 
January 30.  
 
NAP Loss Filing 

For losses on crops covered by the Non-insured Crop 
Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) and crop insurance, you 
must file a CCC-576 (Notice of Loss) in the FSA County 
Office within 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or 
when losses become apparent. The CCC-576 is used to 
report failed acreage and prevented planting and may be 
completed by any producer with an interest in the crop. 
Timely filing a Notice of Loss is required for all crops 
including grasses.   

If filing for prevented planting, an acreage report and 
CCC-576 must be filed within 15 calendar days of the final 
planting date for the crop. 
 
Emergency Farm Loans 

The Farm Service Agency provides emergency loans to 
help producers recover from production losses and physical 
losses due to drought, flooding, other natural disasters, or 
quarantine. 

 
  

Loan Uses 
 

  

Emergency loan funds may be used to: 
 
  

•   Restore or replace essential property; 
•   Pay all or part of production costs      associated with 

the disaster year; 
•   Pay essential family living expenses; 
•   Reorganize the farming operation; and 
•   Refinance certain debts. 

 
  

Further information and applications for the loan 
programs described are available at local FSA county 
offices.  

Continuous CRP 
The Continuous Conservation Reserve Program is a 

voluntary private lands environmental improvement 
program that allows participants the opportunity to enroll 
environmentally sensitive acreages in conservation practices 
that will reduce soil erosion, improve water and soil quality 
and provide wildlife habitat and food sources.   

Eligible landowners enter into contracts that range from 
10 to 15 years in length. In return, the landowners receive 
annual rental and maintenance payments, incentive 
payments for certain activities, and cost share for 
establishment. 

To be eligible, participants and acreage must meet certain 
requirements. Provided the eligibility requirements are met, 
FSA will automatically accept enrollments of acreage into 
Continuous CRP. Landowners may enroll in the program at 
any time during the year. 
For more information on Continuous CRP enrollments, 
please contact your local FSA office. 

Marketing Assistance Loans 
A Marketing Assistance Loan (MAL) is available for 

producers who share in the risk of producing the crop. To be 
eligible, a producer must maintain continual beneficial 
interest in the crop from harvest through the earlier of the date 
the loan is repaid or CCC takes title to the commodity.  
Beneficial interest means retaining the ability to make 
decisions about the commodity; responsi-bility for loss or 
damage to the commodity; and title to the commodity.  Once 
beneficial interest in a commodity is lost, the commodity is 
ineligible for loan — even if the producer regains beneficial 
interest. 

Commodity loan eligibility also requires compliance with 
conservation and wetland protection requirements; beneficial 
interest requirements, acreage reporting and ensur-ing that the 
commodity meets Commodity Credit Corporation minimum 
grade and quality standards.  For commodities to be eligible 
they must have been produced by an eligible producer, be in 
existence and in a storable condition and be merchantable for 
food, feed or other uses as determined by CCC. The quality of 
the commodity in farm storage must be maintained 
throughout the term of the loan. 

Producers do not have to participate in the Direct and 
Counter-Cyclical and/or ACRE Programs to be eligible for 
commodity loans. 

Violating provisions of a marketing assistance loan may 
trigger administrative actions, such as assessing liquidated 
damages, calling the loan and denial of future farm-stored 
loans.  

The most common violations are removing or disposing 
of a commodity being used as loan collateral without prior 
authorization and providing an incorrect quantity 
certification.   
 
 
 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/�


Loans for the Socially Disadvantaged 
FSA has loan programs available to assist applicants to 

begin or continue in agriculture production.  Loans are 
available for operating type loans and/or purchase or 
improve farms or ranches.   

While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for 
these loan programs, the FSA has provided priority funding 
for members of Socially Disadvantaged Applicants.   

A socially disadvantaged applicant is one of a group 
whose members have been subjected to racial, ethnic or 
gender prejudice because of his or her identity as members 
of the group without regard to his or her individual qualities.   

For purposes of this program, socially disadvantaged 
groups are women, African Americans, American Indians, 
Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, Asian Americans and Pacific 
Islanders. 

If producers or their spouses believe they would qualify 
as socially disadvantaged, they should contact the local FSA 
office for details.  FSA loans are only available to applicants 
who meet all the eligibility requirements and are unable to 
obtain the needed credit elsewhere.   
 
Rural Youth Loans 

FSA makes loans to rural youths to establish and operate 
income-producing projects in connection with 4-H clubs, 
FFA and other agricultural groups. Projects must be planned 
and operated with the help of the organization advisor, 
produce sufficient income to repay the loan and provide the 
youth with practical business and educational experience. 
Loans may not exceed $5000. 

 
Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements: 

• United States citizenship (which includes Puerto Rico, 
the Virgin Islands, Guam, American Samoa, the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands) or a 
legal resident alien  

• 10 to 20 years of age 
• Comply with FSA’s general eligibility requirements  
• Reside in a rural area, city or town with a population 

of 50,000 or fewer people 
• Be unable to get a loan from other sources  
• Conduct a modest income-producing project in a 

supervised program of work as outlined above  
• Demonstrate capability of planning, managing and 

operating the project under guidance and assistance 
from a project advisor. The project supervisor must 
recommend the project and the loan, along with 
providing adequate supervision.  

 
Stop by the county office for help preparing and 

processing the application forms.  The FSA staff can help 
you with questions you may have about a particular 
program. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dates to Remember 
Sep.15-
Oct.15 Hispanic Heritage Month 

Oct. Disability  Employment Awareness 
Oct. 10 Office Closed-Columbus Day 
Nov.  American Heritage Month 
Nov. 11 Office Closed-Veteran’s Day 
Nov. 24 Office Closed-Thanksgiving Day 
Dec. 5 Election Ballots Returned/Postmarked 
Dec. 26 Office Closed-Christmas Day 

RMA CROP INSURANCE & NAP SALES CLOSING DATE REMINDER 
Check with your local service center, or, consult with a crop insurance agency 

at http:www.rma.usda.gov for options 
 

CLOSING DATE CROP 
September 30 Alfalfa Seed, Apiculture, Barley*, Forage 

Production, Mint*, Pasture, Rangeland, Wheat 
November 20 Apples,  Cherries,  Grapes,  Honey, Peaches, Pears  
November 30 All forage and grazing crops except oats.  All grasses 

and legumes for seed. 
January 31 Adjusted Gross Revenue and Continuous Adjusted 

Gross Revenue Lite  
March 15 Adjusted Gross Revenue Lite -  For newly insured 
March 15 Barley,   Canola,  Corn,  Dry Beans, Lentils, Mint, 

Mustard, Oats, Dry Peas, Green Peas, Potatoes, 
Processed Beans,  Safflower, Sugar Beets, 

Sunflower, Sweet Corn  
May 15 Buckwheat 

*Acreage insured under winter coverage option 
**See attached list of Crop Coverage by County 
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