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Todd Arnoldus elected to County Committee 
Todd Arnoldus has been elected to the County 
Committee for LAA #1 (La Grande, Starkey areas).  
Guy Weishaar was elected as an alternate. 
 
Other Committee members are:  Mary West 
(Imbler, Summerville, Elgin) and Jim Murchison 
(Cove, Union area).  Committee members are 
elected to a 3 year term and can serve a maximum 
of 3 terms. 
 
Thank you to all of the producers who took time to 
vote in this election.  The County Committee meets 
on the 3rd Tuesday of the month at 7:00 p.m.  All 
meetings are open to the public.   

 
DCP Sign up 

If you have not enrolled in the 2007 Direct and 
Counter-Cyclical Program (DCP) please call the 
office at 963-4178 extension 2 to schedule an 
appointment.  Please remember that this is an 
annual sign up.  Contracts must be signed by June 
1st to avoid the $100.00 late file fee.  Producers who 
do not apply by September 30th will not be allowed 
to participate for crop year 2007. 
 
For 2007 the advance payment is 22%.  Producers 
can elect to receive the advance during any month 
through September.  Final payments will be issued 
after October 1, 2007. 
 

Foreign Investors 
Foreign owners of U.S. agriculture and timber lands  
are required by law to report their holdings, 
acquisitions, dispositions, leases of 10+ years, as 
well as any land use changes.  Reports must be filed 
within 90 days of acquisition, disposition etc. or 
civil penalties up to 25% of the fair market value of 
the land may be assessed. 

DCP Fruit and Vegetable Provisions 
Producers enrolled in the Direct and Counter-
Cyclical Program (DCP) need to remember that 
fruits and vegetables cannot be planted on contract 
acres. 
 
If you plant fruits or vegetables on contract acres 
you will face a payment reduction as well as 
termination of your DCP contract if you do not have 
a history of planting fruits or vegetables established 
with FSA.  
 
Producers with a history of planting fruits or 
vegetables will face an acre for acre payment 
reduction if fruits or vegetables are planted on 
contract acres. 
 
If you anticipate planting either fruits or vegetables, 
we recommend you check with us to find out the 
maximum acres you can plant without penalty. 

 
2007 Loan Rates Announced 

The Secretary of Agriculture has announced the 
following county loan rates for the 2007 crop year: 
crop 2006 loan rate 2007 loan rate 
soft white wheat $2.85/bu $2.74/bu 
durum wheat $3.63/bu $3.37/bu 
HRS wheat $3.20/bu $3.12/bu 
HRW wheat $3.16/bu $3.22/bu 
barley $2.09/bu $2.13/bu 
oats $1.33/bu $1.35/bu 
corn $2.32/bu $2.37/bu 
canola $7.17/cwt $7.15/cwt 
sunflower seed $7.07/cwt $7.08/cwt 
sm. Chickpeas $7.43/cwt $7.43/cwt 
dry peas $6.63/cwt $6.63/cwt 
lentils $12.76/cwt $13.31/cwt 
Not all 2007 loan rates have been announced.  We 
will publish them in a newsletter as they become 
available. 

 



Online Services 
If you are among the growing number of producers 
who have access to the Internet at home, you might 
be interested in USDA’s online services.  The 
following are available online: 

• USDA Customer Statement.  Producers can 
access their USDA business transactions in a 
single report accessed with one login and 
one password.  Information available 
includes participation and payment status in 
various commodity and conservation 
programs. 

• eLDP is the Farm Service Agency’s 
electronic Loan Deficiency Payment 
Service.  This allows producers to request 
LDPs online and, in most cases, receive 
approval and payment by direct deposit 
within 48 hours. 

• eDCP is the FSA’s electronic Direct and 
Counter-Cyclical Payment Program.  This 
allows producers to enroll in DCP online, 
choose DCP payment options, assign crop 
shares, and sign and submit contracts.  
Contracts can be viewed or printed at any 
time. 

• My USDA is an online portal the producer 
can create.  It can be customized so that 
news, reports, links, and USDA business 
data most important to the producer will 
immediately be viewable. 

• Future features will include the ability to 
view maps and land unit information. 

 
To register for a level 2 account you will need to 
access the following website: 
http://www.eauth.egov.usda.gov
After registering on this website you will need to 
visit the FSA office for identity verification.   
 
After receiving your level two account you can 
access your information from:  
http://customerstatement.usda.gov

 
 

Important Dates 
05/28  Office closed, Memorial Day 
06/01  Deadline to sign up for 2007 DCP 
07/15  Deadline to file acreage reports 
 
 
 
 

Farm Loans For Women & Minorities 
The Farm Service Agency offers farm loans to help 
qualified women and minorities buy and operate 
family-sized farms and ranches. 
 
FSA reserves a portion of it’s Direct loan and loan 
Guarantee funds each year to assist Socially 
Disadvantaged Applicants.  Both targeted and non-
targeted loan funds can be used to help members of 
socially disadvantaged groups buy and operate 
farms. 
 
Socially disadvantaged groups are those whose 
members have been subjected to racial, ethnic, or 
gender prejudice because of their identity as 
members of the group without regard to their 
individual qualities.  For the purposes of FSA loan 
programs, socially disadvantaged groups are 
women, African Americans, American Indians, 
Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, and Asian Americans 
and Pacific Islanders. 
 
FSA’s Direct loan and loan Guarantee funds are 
available to individuals and entities that are 
primarily and directly engaged in farming and 
ranching on family-sized operations.  Farm 
Ownership loan funds are available to help qualified 
socially disadvantaged persons purchase a farm or 
ranch.  To qualify, the applicant must have 
participated in the business operation or a farm or 
ranch for at least 3 years.  For those applicants that 
have at least 1 year’s experience in managing or 
operating a farm or ranch, Operating Loan funds are 
available to help with the purchase of livestock, 
machinery, and equipment, as well as annual 
production expenses. 
 
Persons who would like to learn more about FSA’s 
programs of assistance to women and minorities are 
urged to contact the Farm Service Agency at: 
(541) 963-4178 extension 2. 

 
HEL and Wetland Compliance 

Are you converting a pasture field into a crop field?    
Is there a wet spot in a field that you want to drain 
to make cropping easier?  Are you planning on 
building on existing cropland?  All of these 
situations could effect your compliance with HEL 
and wetland compliance regulations.  Please contact 
NRCS for a determination before converting any 
ground, conducting any drainage activities or 
building on cropland. 

http://www.eauth.egov.usda.gov/
http://customerstatement.usda.gov/


Payment Limitations 
Most USDA program payments and benefits are subject to some or all of the following: 

• Payment limitation  
• Cash-rent tenant rule 
• Foreign person rule  

• Actively engaged in farming 
• Permitted entity restrictions 
• Average gross income limitations 

 
Applicable programs and payment limitations are: 
     Payment Type 
     Direct Payments (DCP) 
     Counter-Cyclical Payments (DCP) 
     CRP Annual Rental Payments 
     Marketing loan gains/LDP’s 
     Wool, mohair & honey 
     NAP 

Limitation (In Dollars) 
$  40,000 
$  65,000 
$  50,000 
$  75,000 
$  75,000 
$100,000 

 
• No program benefits subject to limitation will be provided until: 

- All required forms for the specific situation are provided 
- Necessary payment limitations and eligibility determinations are made 

• There are statuatory provisions that require entities earning program payments that are subject to 
limitation to: 

- Provide the names, addresses, and ID numbers of the members of the entity 
- Inform the members of the entity of the requirements for designation of “permitted entities” 

• All payment limitation forms submitted by producers are subject to spot check through the  
      end-of-year review process.  If selected for this review, you will be required to submit all documents   
      which will substantiate your “person” determination     
• Producers must timely notify the County Office of any changes in the farming operation that may affect 

“person” or “actively engaged in farming” determinations 
• Spouses may be considered separate “persons” for payment limitation purposes if this determination is 

requested and the applicable requirements are met 
• A determination of not “actively engaged in farming” results in the producer being ineligible for any 

payment or benefit requiring a determination of  “actively engaged in farming” 
• Non-compliance with the adjusted gross income provisions will result in the determination of 

ineligibility for all program benefits subject to the adjusted gross income provisions 
 

Actively Engaged in Farming 
Some programs require an “actively engaged in farming” determination.  To meet this determination a producer 
must provide both “left” and “right” hand requirements: 

• Left hand requirements are a significant contribution of:  land, capital, equipment or a combination 
thereof. 

• Right hand requirements are a significant contribution of:  labor and management or a combination 
thereof. 

It is extremely important to remember that a guaranteed salary for labor or management (not a draw) 
eliminates the ability to use that labor or management as a contribution for right hand requirements.  
The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in its programs on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, and marital or familial status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communications of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, 
etc.) should contact the USDA’s Target Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). 
 
To file a complaint, write the Secretary of Agriculture, U.S. Department of Agriculture, Washington D.C., 20250, or call 1-800-245-
6340 (voice) or (202) 720-1127 (TDD).  USDA is an equal employment opportunity employer. 
 
Special accommodations will be made, upon request, for individuals with disabilities, vision or hearing impairment.  If 
accommodations are required, please contact Jennifer Isley at (541) 963-4178 ext. 2 
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