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USDA Extends Deadline for Recording Farm Structure 

Gives Non-Family Farming Operations More Time to Restructure in Response to ‘Actively 
Engaged’ Farm Management Rule 

  
WASHINGTON, May 31, 2016 – Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced a one-time, 30-day 
extension to the June 1 deadline for recording farm organization structures related to Actively Engaged 
in Farming determinations. This date is used to determine the level of interest an individual holds in a 
legal entity for the applicable program year. Farming operations will now have until July 1 to complete 
their restructuring or finalize any operational change. The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
issued the extension in response to farmers and ranchers who requested more time to comply, and to 
assure that everyone has enough time to provide their information under the new rules.  
  
“Most farming and ranching organizations have been able to comply with the actively engaged rule,” 
said Vilsack. “This one-time extension should give producers who may still need to update their farm 
structure information the additional time to do so.” 
  
The 2014 Farm Bill provided the Secretary with the direction and authority to amend the Actively 
Engaged in Farming rules related to management. The final rule established limits on the number of 
individuals who can qualify as actively engaged using only management. Only one payment limit for 
management is allowed under the rule, with the ability to request up to two additional qualifying 
managers operations for large and complex operations. 
  
The rule does not apply to farming operations comprised entirely of family members.  The rule also does 
not change the existing regulations related to contributions of land, capital, equipment or labor, or the 
existing regulations related to landowners with a risk in the crop or to spouses. Producers that planted 
fall crops have until the 2017 crop year to comply with the new rules. The payment limit associated with 
Farm Service Agency farm payments is generally limited annually to $125,000 per individual or entity. 
  
Since 2009, USDA has worked to strengthen and support American agriculture, an industry that 
supports one in 11 American jobs, provides American consumers with more than 80 percent of the food 
we consume, ensures that Americans spend less of their paychecks at the grocery store than most people 
in other countries, and supports markets for homegrown renewable energy and materials. USDA has 
also provided $5.6 billion of disaster relief to farmers and ranchers; expanded risk management tools 
with products like to Whole Farm Revenue Protection; and helped farm businesses grow with $36 
billion in farm credit. The Department has engaged its resources to support a strong next generation of 
farmers and ranchers by improving access to land and capital; building new markets and market 
opportunities; extending new conservation opportunities. USDA has developed new markets for rural-
made products, including more than 2,500 biobased products through USDA's BioPreferred program; 
and invested $64 billion in infrastructure and community facilities to help improve the quality of life in 
rural America. For more information, visit www.usda.gov/results. 
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