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COC Nomination Deadline

The election of agricultural producers to Farm Service Agency (FSA) county
committees is important to farmers and ranchers. It is crucial that every
eligible producer participate in these elections because FSA county
committees are a link between the agricultural community and the U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA).

County committee members are a critical component of the operations of
FSA. They help deliver FSA farm programs at the local level. Farmers and
ranchers who serve on county committees help with the decisions necessary
to administer the programs in their counties. They work to ensure FSA
agricultural programs serve the needs of local producers.

FSA county committees operate within official regulations designed to carry
out federal laws. County committee members apply their judgment and
knowledge to make local decisions.

The COC nomination period runs from June 17, 2014 through August 1,
2014. The nomination form is available at USDA Service Centers and
online. For more information contact our office.
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County Committee Members: Comp”ance Spot Checks

Donna Smith, Chairperson Compliance spot checks will be conducted on 2014 crops. Instead of locally

selecting farms, contracts, deficiency loans, etc. for review, a nationwide
Wes Wilsey, Vice-chairperson  selection of producers is employed. Spot check selections are to be
conducted based on a producer’s participation in Conservation Reserve
Melvin Stonebrink, Member Program, Direct and Counter-cyclical Program, Loan Deficiency Program,
etc

For more information about the spot check selection procedure, feel free to
contact your local Farm Service Agency office for additional clarification

2012 & 2013 ELAP Losses Must Be Filed By August, 1, 2014 for
Honey Bee, Livestock & Farm-Raised Fish

Producers who suffered eligible livestock, honeybee or farm-raised fish losses have until August 1, 2014, to
submit a notice of loss and application for payment under the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees
and Farm-raised Fish Program (ELAP).

ELAP provides emergency assistance to eligible producers of livestock, honeybees and farm-raised fish that
have losses due to disease, adverse weather, or other conditions, such as blizzards and wildfires. ELAP
assistance is provided for losses not covered by the Livestock Forage Program (LFP) and Livestock Indemnity
Program (LIP). Producers who suffered eligible livestock, honeybee or farm-raised fish losses during 2012 and
2013 program years must submit a notice of loss and application for payment to their local FSA office by August
1, 2014. For 2014 program year losses, the notice of loss and an application for payment must be submitted by
November 1, 2014.

For more information, producers can review the ELAP Fact Sheet on the Farm Bill webpage. Producers are
encouraged to make an appointment with their local FSA office to apply for these programs.

Wallowa County is Eligible for Emergency Loans

Wallowa County was declared a contiguous disaster due to drought and heat using the streamlined Secretarial
Disaster Designation process. Under this designation, producers with operations in any primary or contiguous
county are eligible to apply for low interest emergency loans.

The streamlined disaster designation process issues a drought disaster declaration when a county has
experienced a drought intensity value of at least a D2 (severe drought) level for eight consecutive weeks based
on the U.S. Drought Monitor during the crop year.

Emergency loans help producers recover from production and physical losses due to drought, flooding and other
natural disasters or quarantine.

Producers have eight months from the date of the declaration to apply for emergency loan assistance. FSA will
consider each loan application on its own merits, taking into account the extent of losses, security available and
repayment ability. Producers can borrow up to 100 percent of actual production or physical losses, to a maximum
amount of $500,000. Wallowa County producers have until February 11. 2015 to apply.

For more information about emergency loans, please contact the Umatilla County FSA office @ 541-278-
8049, ext. 2 or visit www.fsa.usda.gov.
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Farm Safety

Summer is an exciting and hectic time on Wallowa County farms. Wallowa County FSA employees care about
our customers, and want to remind them to practice farm safety.

Remember to: Walk around machinery and check shields and guards; make sure the PTO’s master shield is in
place; make sure Slow Moving Vehicle signs are on machinery.

If you are taking medicine, take it at the appropriate time and eat on schedule.

If you are working in grain bins know that flowing grain can kill, and it can kill quickly. It takes less than five
seconds for a person caught in flowing grain to be trapped. Try not to work alone in bins or confined spaces, and
if that’s not possible let someone know where you are by checking in regularly by cell phone.

The American Society of Safety Engineers (ASSE) offers the following safety tips for farmers:

1. Educate yourself on farm equipment. Read and follow instructions according to the equipment’s manuals
about safety.

2. Conduct regular equipment inspections.

3. Don’t wear loose clothing while entering confined spaces such as grain bins, silos and hoppers as this can
prevent entanglements.

4. Install Rollover Protective Structures (ROPS) on tractors.

5. Use seat belts while operating tractors with a ROPS. Do not allow additional passengers on the tractor with
you.

6. While operating tractors and other farm equipment, be very cautious on rural roadways.

7. Use protective gear when operating machinery: Be familiar with hazardous chemicals. Take extra precaution
when handling chemicals such as anhydrous ammonia, carbon dioxide, methane gas and hydrogen sulfide.

8. Consistently educate your family and co-workers about safety practices, especially children.



MicroLoan Program

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) developed the Microloan (ML) program to better serve the unique financial
operating needs of beginning, niche and small family farm operations.

FSA offers applicants a Microloan designed to help farmers with credit needs of $35,000 or less. The loan
features a streamlined application process built to fit the needs of new and smaller producers. This loan program
will also be useful to specialty crop producers and operators of community supported agriculture (CSA).

Eligible applicants can apply for a maximum amount of $35,000 to pay for initial start-up expenses such as hoop
houses to extend the growing season, essential tools, irrigation and annual expenses such as seed, fertilizer,
utilities, land rents, marketing, and distribution expenses. As financing needs increase, applicants can apply for
a regular operating loan up to the maximum amount of $300,000 or obtain financing from a commercial lender
under FSA’s Guaranteed Loan Program.

Individuals who are interested in applying for a microloan or would like to discuss other farm loan programs
available should contact their local FSA office to set up an appointment with a loan official.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of
the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC
20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay),

(866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).



