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 Wallowa County FSA 
Office 

401 NE 1st Suite E 
Enterprise, OR 97828-1185 

Phone: 541-426-4521 
Fax:  541-426-4789 

County Executive Director: 
Bill Williams, ext. 104 

Program Technicians: 
Lela Kunkle, ext. 102 

Susie Madigan, ext. 103 

Farm Loan Manager: 
Kevin Jordan 
Phone: 541-278-8049, ext 111 

County Committee: 

Melvin Stonebrink 

Donna Smith 

Dates to Remember 
September 16 - DCP Signup Deadline 

October 1 - Start of 2014 Fiscal Year 

October 14 - Columbus Day (Office Closed)  

November 4 - COC Election Ballots mailed to Lostine/Wallowa ag producers 

 
2013 County Committee Elections 
The election of agricultural producers to the Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
county committees is important to all farmers and ranchers.  It is crucial that 
every eligible producer participate in these elections because FSA county 
committees are a link between the agricultural community and the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture.   

County Committee (COC) members are a critical component of FSA 
operations.  The intent is to have the COC reflect the diversity of producers 
and represent all constituents.  This means that minorities, women or lower 
income producers need to be on the committee to speak for 
underrepresented groups.   

County Committee election ballots will be mailed to eligible voters in Local 
Administrative Area #3 (Lostine & Wallowa) on Nov. 4, 2013.  The last day to 
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Wes Wilsey 

Next County Committee 
Meeting: December 9, 2013 
at 10:30 AM 

return completed ballots to the USDA Service Center is Dec. 2, 2013.   

Candidates for this year's election are:  Bobbie Lou Baker, Bruce Lathrop 
and Melvin Stonebrink 

 

 
Marketing Assistance Loans 
A Marketing Assistance Loan (MAL) is available for producers who share in the risk of producing the crop. To be 
eligible, a producer must maintain continual beneficial interest in the crop from harvest until the loan is repaid or 
CCC takes title to the commodity.  Beneficial interest means retaining the ability to make decisions about the 
commodity; responsibility for loss or damage to the commodity; and maintaining title to the commodity.  Once 
beneficial interest in a commodity is lost, the commodity is ineligible for loan — even if the producer regains 
beneficial interest. 

To maintain eligibility for commodity loans producers must comply with conservation and wetland protection 
requirements; beneficial interest and acreage reporting requirements and ensure that the commodity meets 
Commodity Credit Corporation minimum grade and quality standards.  For commodities to be eligible they must 
have been produced by an eligible producer, be in existence in a storable condition and be merchantable for 
food, feed or other uses as determined by CCC. The quality of the commodity in farm storage must be 
maintained throughout the term of the loan. 

Producers do not have to participate in the Direct and Counter-Cyclical and/or ACRE programs to be eligible for 
commodity loans.  Please contact our office for 2013 commodity loan rates. 

Violating provisions of a marketing assistance loan may trigger administrative actions, such as assessing 
liquidated damages, calling the loan and denial of future farm-stored loans. The most common violations are 
removing or disposing of a commodity being used as loan collateral without prior authorization and providing an 
incorrect quantity certification.   

 
Beginning & Limited Resource Loans 
 FSA assists beginning farmers and or members of socially disadvantaged groups to finance agricultural 
enterprises. Under these designated farm loan programs, FSA can provide financing to eligible applicants 
through either direct or guaranteed loans. FSA defines a beginning farmer as a person who: 

*  Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years 
*  Will materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm 
*  Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower training and financial management program sponsord by 
FSA 
*  Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the county’s median size. 

Additional program information, loan applications, and other materials are available at your local USDA Service 
Center.  You may also visit www.fsa.usda.gov. 

 
Microloan Program 
The Farm Service Agency (FSA) developed the Microloan program to better serve the unique financial operating 
needs of beginning, niche and small family farm operations.    
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FSA offers applicants a Microloan designed to help farmers with credit needs of $35,000 or less. The loan 
features a streamlined application process built to fit the needs of new and smaller producers.  This loan program 
will also be useful to specialty crop producers and operators of community supported agriculture (CSA).    

Eligible applicants can apply for a maximum amount of $35,000 to pay for initial start-up expenses such as hoop 
houses to extend the growing season, essential tools, irrigation and annual expenses such as seed, fertilizer, 
utilities, land rents, marketing, and distribution expenses.  As financing needs increase, applicants can apply for 
a regular operating loan up to the maximum amount of $300,000 or obtain financing from a commercial lender 
under FSA’s Guaranteed Loan Program.  

Individuals interested in applying for a microloan or would like to discuss other farm loan programs available, 
should contact the Umatilla FSA office to setup an appointment with a Loan Approval Official.   

 
Foreign Owners Reporting 
Any foreign person who acquires, transfers or holds any interest, other than a security interest, in agricultural 
land in the United States is required by law to report the transaction no later than 90 days after the date of the 
transaction.  They must file Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act (AFIDA) reports with the FSA county 
office that maintains reports for the county where the land is located. 

For AFIDA purposes, agricultural land is defined as any land used for farming, ranching or timber production, if 
the tracts total 10 acres or more. Contact FSA for more information.    

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of 
the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 
20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), 
(866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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