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Your FSA Staff: 
Jim Bishop~ CED 

Charlene Banta~ PT 
Lissa Biehn~ PT 
Lynn Cotter~ PT 
Judy Pointer~ PT 

Karen Bloomdahl~ FLO 2325 River Rd. Ste. 1, The Dalles, OR 97058 
Phone: (541) 298-8559 X 2; Fax: (541) 296-7868 

Dorothy Waters~ FLT 
Nancy Thompson~ Area FLM 

 
Did You Know? 

FSA may be able to provide you with financing for 
the purchase and/or operation of your farm or 
ranch (if you can’t get credit elsewhere and are 
still creditworthy). 
Operating Loans – Annual operating expenses; 
Purchase feeder livestock; Purchase equipment 
& machinery; Purchase breeding livestock; 
Develop land/water for conservation or use; 
Limited real estate improvements; Refinance farm 
operating debt. 
Farm Ownership Loans – Purchase or enlarge 
farm real estate; Make real estate improvements; 
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Develop soil & water conservation. 
FARM YOUTH LOANS AVAILABLE 

ages 10-20 may be eligible for loans to establish and operate income-producing projects that are modest in 
oans can finance nearly any kind of income-producing project.  Some common projects include livestock, 
den service, repair shops, aquaculture and roadside stands.  These projects must be in 
ith the local FFA, 4-H, or other similar organization and be part of an organized and 
an of work.  The maximum loan amount is $5,000. 
e loans provide youths with excellent practical business experience and a valuable 
xperience.  They also give youth an opportunity to build a credit history, which is very 

ese days.   Please call Karen Bloomdahl, Farm Loan Officer at (541) 298-8559 ext 107 or 
aren.bloomdahl@or.usda.gov for more information. 

 
oans Available to Socially Disadvantaged 
can make and guarantee loans to 

dvantaged applicants for the purchase 
ation of family-size farms and ranches. 
eserved each year specifically for these 

ially disadvantaged” describes persons 
 a group whose members have been 

o racial, ethnic or gender prejudice 
their identity as members of the group 
rd to individual qualities. Women, African 
American Indians and Alaskan Natives, 
an Americans and Pacific Islanders are 
xamples. Applicants must meet all 
s for FSA’s regular farm loan assistance. 

FSA Farm Loans Available to Beginning Farmers & 
Ranchers 

FSA can make and guarantee loans to 
beginning farmers for the purchase and/or 
operation of family-size farms and ranches. 
Funds are reserved each year specifically for 

these loans. 
“Beginning farmers” describes 

persons who have not farmed for more 
than 10 years; have materially participated 

in the management of a farm for at least 1-
3 years; and in some cases do not own real 

property in excess of 30% of the average farm size 
in the county. Applicants must meet all requirements 
for FSA’s regular farm loan assistance. 

mber, FSA can provide Emergency Loans for specific disaster situations that have been 
y the President or the Secretary of Agriculture.  There is only a limited amount of time to 
OTE: Applicants must meet all requirements for FSA’s regular farm loan assistance.) 
 the eligible disasters may be: 
rms, Flooding, Landslides, & Mudslides ~ 12/18/05 thru 1/21/06 or 1/27/05 thru 2/4/06 
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Beginning Farmer & Rancher Land Contract Guarantee Pilot Program 

Farm and Ranch Survival Kit 
Through a cooperative effort between OSU & WSU Extension Services, Wasco County is providing internet access to an 
excellent 6-part series of articles entitled “Farm and Ranch Survival Kit”.   The six issues cover Business Planning, Financial 
Planning, Interpersonal Relations, Farm Succession, Taxes and Insurance Planning, and Marketing. 
Issue 2, Financial Planning includes articles on “Loan Applications: What Lenders Look for” and “Financial Ratios and Quality 
Indicators: What They Can Tell You About Your Business.” 
CHECK IT OUT!  http://extension.oregonstate.edu/wasco/smallfarms/RiskManagement.php

Farmers and ranchers in Oregon may be eligible to participate in a unique pilot program.  It is a tool that 
may help you, or producers you know, acquire farm land.  It also helps land owners that may have an 
interest in selling farm or ranch land on contract to qualified beginning farmers or ranchers. 

The program provides the seller a no-cost 10-year "prompt payment" guarantee of the installment 
payments under a contract sale to a buyer.  (NOTE: The buyer must meet FSA’s definition of a beginning 
farmer or rancher).  If the buyer does not pay an installment due on the contract, or pays only part of an 
installment, FSA provides the scheduled payment or the unpaid portion to the seller through an escrow agent.  
The guarantee is limited to an amount equal to two annual installments and also covers the amount of unpaid 
taxes and insurance for a period of two years. 

What a great opportunity!!  You can find out more about this program by calling Karen Bloomdahl at 
The Dalles Service Center (541) 298-8559 ext 107. 

 

** Sign-up for the e-mail FSA News Flash ** 
E-mail me at jim.bishop@or.usda.gov. I'll place your name on the e-mail list for short e-mail flashes for program changes or upcoming deadlines.  The easy way to stay informed! 

 
Sign up now for eGov, the new way to conduct business with FSA through eFiling 

You can use your home computer to file forms, apply for programs, and learn how FSA can help you.  Want to save 
fuel and time?  You can check on your contracts and other FSA business on-line using eGov, eForms, or 
by having Level 2 eAuthorization credentials. To sign up, all you need is an email account, your home 
computer and eAuthorization from the local FSA office. With Level 2 credentials, you will be able to 
access your Customer Statement, a summary of all your USDA transactions, apply for Loan Deficiency 
Payments, send forms electronically, and more.  If you are interested in using the web to conduct USDA business, 
please contact the local FSA or logon to http://www.sc.egov.usda.gov/. 
 
 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and 
where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or a part of 
an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative 
means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To 
file a complaint of discrimination write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-
3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
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