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 Congratulations to Jeffrey VanNatta!  Jeffrey VanNatta was elected to represent farmers from Columbia 
County on the county committee.  The election results for Local Administrative Area 11 are: Jeffrey VanNatta 
– Elected to the county committee and Marie Gadotti as 1st alternate to the county committee.  Jeffrey 
VanNatta is replacing Kay C VanNatta.   
 Kay C VanNatta decided not to run for a third term after 6 years of service to the Washington/Columbia 
County FSA office in representation of the agricultural producers of Columbia County.  His knowledge and 
dedication will be missed by all.  Thank you Kay C for your service. 
 FSA also appreciates all of the voters for taking the time to complete the election ballot.  The county committee system works only 
because of your participation. 
 

Did You Know? 
 
FSA may be able to provide you with financing for the purchase and/or operation of your small family-size  
farm or ranch (if you can’t get credit elsewhere and are still creditworthy). 
Operating Loans – Annual operating expenses; Purchase feeder livestock; Purchase equipment & machinery; 
Purchase breeding livestock; Develop land/water for conservation or use; Limited real estate improvements; 
Refinance farm operating debt. 
Farm Ownership Loans – Purchase or enlarge farm real estate; Make real estate improvements; Develop soil & 
water conservation. 

 

 

 
 

 
 

The 2008 Farm Bill has reauthorized the Direct and Counter-Cyclical Payment 
Program (DCP) through 2012.  Signup has started for the 2009 DCP Program for farms with 

base acres.  There are many new requirements this year to determine eligibility and payment limitation.  With all 
new forms, signup will take longer than in years past.  Please contact your local FSA office to set an 
appointment.  The deadline to sign-up for the 2009 DCP Program is June 1.  There is no late file signup.   
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2008 Farm Bill reauthorizes the Milk Income Loss Contract Program (MILC).  Signup for 
ILC program is underway and will continue through the program’s expiration date, Sept. 
012. 

Emergency Conservation Program 
w suffered damage to your nursery’s hoophouses, from the December 14-26, 2008 snow and ice 
es of the damage and submit them to our office.  If you have questions, call 503-648-3174 X 2. 
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The new farm bill is helping make the goal of farming a reality by raising the loan limits to $300,000 (up from 
$200,000) for direct farm ownership and operating loans.  Direct farm loans are made by FSA with 
Government funds.  FSA also services these loans and provides direct loan borrowers with supervision and 
business planning so they have a better chance for success.  Farm ownership, operating, emergency, and youth 
loans are the main types of loans available under the direct program.  Direct loan funds are also set aside each 
year for loans to socially disadvantaged and beginning farmers. 
 
Farmers interested in applying for a direct operating or farm ownership loan should contact Suzanne Hayes at 
503-648-3174 x 116 or Peggy Kinkade at 503-648-3174 x 105.  For more information about these and other 
types of loans, visit the FSA’s home page at http://www.fsa.usda.gov and click on “Farm Loan Programs.”   
 
 

  
FSA can make and guarantee loans to socially disadvantaged applicants for the purchase and/or operation of family-sized farms 
and ranches.  Funds are reserved each year specifically for these loans.  “Socially disadvantaged” describes persons belonging 
to a group whose members have been subjected to racial, ethnic or gender prejudice because of their identity as members of the 
group without regard  to individual qualities. Women, African Americans, American Indians and Alaskan Natives, Latinos, Asian 
Americans and Pacific Islanders are common examples.  Applicants must meet all requirements for FSA’s regular farm loan 
assistance.  For more information contact Suzanne Hayes or Peggy Kinkade at the following number 503-648-3174 Ext 2. 
 

FSA Farm Loans Available to Beginning Farmers and Ranchers     
 
FSA can make and guarantee loans to beginning farmers for the purchase and/or 
operation of family-size farms and ranches.  Funds are reserved each year specifically for 
these loans. 
 
“Beginning Farmer” describes persons who have not farmed for more than 10 years; have 
materially participated in the management of a farm for at least 1-3 years; and in some 
cases do not own real property in excess of 30% of the median farm size in the county.  The median size for 
Washington County is 6 acres, and the median size for Columbia County is 9 acres.  Applicants must meet all 
requirements for FSA’s regular farm loan assistance.  
 
 
 
 
Sign-up period for the 2005-2007 Crop Disaster Program (CDP) will end Feb. 27, 2009.  The ending date of Feb 27 
applies to the receipt of a signed and completed FSA-840 application along with all supporting documentation and 
required forms at the local county FSA office.  CDP quality claims as well as quantity claims are still being accepted 
for review until this deadline.  Late filed applications will not be approved.  All application determinations will be 
made by March 27, 2009.  For further questions about the CDP please contact Peggy Kinkade at 503-648-3174 x 
105. 
 
 

Disaster/Crop Insurance 
USDA’s Spokane Risk Management Agency (RMA) Office reminds producers of the important link 
between Federal crop insurance and FSA’s Supplemental Agricultural Disaster Assistance programs 
including the new SURE program. 
 
While a “buy in” waiver was allowed for 2008, producers must purchase insurance in the 2009 and future 
crop years in order to qualify for disaster assistance. 
 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/


Beginning with the 2009 crop year, to maintain eligibility for the Supplemental Disaster Programs, 
producers must obtain a policy or plan of insurance of at least catastrophic (CAT) level coverage for 2009.  
Note: the more crop insurance coverage a producer has, the more the SURE guarantee will be.  For those 
crops that are non-insurable, coverage under the Noninsured Crop Disaster Program (NAP) must also be 
timely obtained. 
 
Therefore, producers with spring planted commodities need to be making important crop insurance 
decisions for the upcoming crop year.  Producers are encouraged to contact their local FSA office and visit 
with a crop insurance agent to fully understand what crop insurance programs are available in the county 
and to ensure they are obtaining adequate coverage for eligibility.  The next round of sales closing dates for 
Federal crop insurance is February 2 for Adjusted Gross Revenue-Pilot, spring planted onions, processing 
onions and cabbage; March 16 for Adjusted Gross Revenue-Lite, spring-planted crops like dry beans, dry 
peas, sweet corn, oats, and potatoes. 
 
Note:  The Adjusted Gross Revenue-Pilot and Adjusted Gross Revenue-Lite programs do meet the linkage 
requirements for SURE.  Also, if there is no crop insurance coverage in a county for a specific crop, and that 
crop is insurable in another county under the traditional Federal crop insurance program, a producer may 
seek coverage by asking an agent whether they would be eligible for crop insurance coverage under a 
written agreement. 
 
Producers are encouraged to contact their local agent for additional details.  The RMA website 
http://www3.rma.usda.gov/tools/agents includes a listing of crop/livestock agents in your area. For 
information on the SURE program or NAP insurance contact your local FSA office. 
 

 
To qualify for commodity and disaster programs under the new farm bill, applicants now must adhere to new AGI 
restrictions.  The AGI ceiling limitation was reduced from $2.5 million from all sources to a three-year average non-
farm AGI of $500,000.  Also, under the new regulations, an individual or entity must have a 3 year average AGI of 
less than or equal to $750,000 per year from farming income in order to qualify for direct payments issued under the 
Direct and Counter-cyclical Program (DCP). 
 
For conservation programs, the average non-farm AGI limitation is $1 million or less for eligibility.  However, an 
individual or entity who has non-farm AGI in excess of $1 million remains eligible for conservation programs only if 
66.66 percent or more of the total AGI is derived from farming, ranching and forestry operations.  In addition, the 
AGI limitation for conservation programs may be waived on a case-by case basis if it is determined that 
environmentally sensitive land of special significance would be protected. 
 

 
Another change in eligibility is that program payments are limited by direct attribution of payment totals 
directly to individual’s social security number or indirectly to individual’s social security number through 
entities tax ID number. 
 
A legal entity is defined as an entity created under Federal or State law that owns land or an agricultural 
commodity, product or livestock.  Through direct attribution, payment limitation is based on the total payments 
received by the entity and also the individual, both directly and indirectly as an officer, partner or shareholder 
in an entity.  Qualifying spouses are eligible to be considered separate persons for payment limitation purposes, 
rather than being automatically combined under one limitation.  If a member of an entity does not qualify, the 
payment will be reduced by their percentage share. 
 
Also, individuals and entities must be “actively engaged in farming” with respect to a farming operation in 
order to be eligible for specified payments and benefits.  To be “actively engaged in farming”, the individual or 
entity must make significant contributions to the farming operation of: 1) capital, equipment, land, or a 
combination; and 2) personal labor or active personal management, or a combination (this applies to all 
members of the entity).  
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        Any person who is convicted under federal or state
        substance violation could be ineligible for USDA p
        Violations include planting, harvesting or growing a
        Prohibited plants include marijuana, opium, poppie
        producing plants. 

 
Feb. 14 – St. Valentines Day 
Feb. 16 – George Washington’s Birthday (Office Closed) 
Feb. 27 – Crop Disaster Program signup deadline 
 
February is Black History Month 

 
 Lamb Referendum 
 Lamb producers, feeders, and first handlers have the opportunity to vote in a nationwide referendum

continue or terminate the Lamb Promotion, Research, and Information Order, authorized under the Commodit
Research, and Information Act of 1996. The referendum will be held Feb. 2-27, 2009. 

 The referendum will be conducted at USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) county offices. To be eligible to vote, pe
and provide documentation, such as a sales receipt or remittance form, which shows they have been engaged in the produ
slaughtering of lambs during the period, Jan. 1, 2008, through Dec. 31, 2008. 
 Persons eligible to vote should obtain form LS-86 from a county FSA office either in person, by mail, fax, or via the
www.ams.usda.gov/lsmarketingprograms . The form and documentation must be returned in person or postmarked by Feb
 
 
 
 
 

Foreign Buyers Notification 
 
The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act (AFIDA) requires all foreign ow
agricultural land to report their holdings to the Secretary of Agriculture.  The Farm Ser
administers this program for USDA. 
Foreign persons who have purchased or sold agricultural land in the county are requir
the transaction to FSA within 90 days of the closing.  Failure to submit the AFIDA  fo
could result in civil penalties of up to 25% of the fair market value of the proper
government offices, Realtors, attorneys and others involved in real estate transactions a
to notify foreign investors of these reporting requirements. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, col
disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic inform
reprisal, or because all or a part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program.  (Not all prohibited bases
 Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiota
USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Off
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Independence Avenue, SW, Washington D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider 
and employer. 


