You are cordially invited to a CRP Webinar
The Webinar will be held Tuesday  August 20th at 2:00 pm Eastern time.  Dr. Geoffrey Hammerson of NatureServe will be presenting on “Estimating the Effect of the Conservation Reserve Program on Endangered, Threatened, and Candidate Wildlife Species”. 

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) administers the 29.9 million acre Conservation Reserve Program (CRP), a program that improves enhances wildlife populations, water quality, sequesters carbon, reduces erosion, and provides other environmental benefits.  The CRP does this by working with producers and landowners to identify and protect fragile croplands by placing them into conserving covers.  FSA’s Economic and Policy Analysis Staff (EPAS) has established a Monitoring, Assessment, and Evaluation project to quantify and document the multiple benefits generated when lands are placed into the CRP, and to identify successful innovative practices. 

FSA - EPAS and our partners are collaborating to present a series of webinars.  The series will highlight the monitoring and assessment activities of FSA and how partnerships within and outside USDA are working together to fill critical gaps and develop tools to better inform policy and management decisions.   You are cordially invited to the webinar, Estimating the Effect of the Conservation Reserve Program on Endangered, Threatened, and Candidate Wildlife Species, which will be presented by NatureServe Scientist, Dr. Geoffrey Hammerson, on August 20, 2013 at 2:00 PM (Eastern Time).  
The monthly webinars are designed to present the results of the projects that identify and quantify the environmental services generated by CRP.  The webinars provide conservationists, decision makers, scientists, and policy analysts with the opportunity to review preliminary results and talk with the scientists conducting the monitoring and assessments.  EPAS’s goal is to engage in an open dialogue on how to measure benefits from the CRP and to better administer the program.

In 2012, the USDA Farm Service Agency asked NatureServe to help analyze the effect of CRP on endangered, threatened and candidate (ETC) wildlife species nationwide.  NatureServe, a scientific organization with access to wildlife diversity data and expertise that is locally precise and nationally consistent, worked under this project to estimate how land use changes associated with maintaining land in the CRP and enrolling new land into CRP affect ETC wildlife.  NatureServe staff accomplished this by integrating FSA common land unit (CLU) data and NatureServe geospatial data; using the integrated dataset to identify land currently enrolled in CRP which supports critical ETC wildlife habitat.

Over the last thirty-five years NatureServe and its network of natural heritage programs have developed and aggregated a national dataset of the most precise locational data available, which includes more than 850,000 documented species population locations. This data is especially focused on vulnerable species, including all federally listed threatened and endangered species.  Using this national resource, as well as other relevant species distribution and habitat requirement data, NatureServe conducted GIS analyses to identify ETC species currently or potentially impacted by CRP practices based on the known presence or likely presence of those species on or near cropland fields.  The spatial extent of the croplands was informed by the FSA Common Land Unit (CLU) data, the national Croplands Data Layer (CDL), CRP enrollment data, and CRP eligibility policy.   The GIS analyses allowed us to create a list of ETC animal species that occur on currently enrolled CRP lands.
NatureServe science staff reviewed a full list of the CRP Conservation Practices (CPs) to group together those with similar impacts on wildlife.  This grouping enabled the development of a Conservation Effects Matrix, which describes the expected effects of the resulting Conservation Practice groups on ETC wildlife species based on the intersection of the CRP Conservation Practice groups and the wildlife species.  Since conservation practices may have different effects on wildlife species in different geographic contexts, this analysis was completed for a series of ecological divisions of the United States, giving us a national scale approach, but allowing for variation in response in different geographies.  For each practice group and species, a positive, negative, or neutral designation was assigned based on the likely impact of the conservation practice group on the wildlife species.  During this webinar, Dr. Hammerson of NatureServe will describe these methods and results in more detail.
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