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USDA Service Center  
Wexford Osceola Benzie 
Missaukee FSA 
7192 E 34 Rd. 
Cadillac MI 49601 
231 775 7681 (phone) 
231-775 0968 (fax) 
 
Hours 
Monday - Friday 
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
 
Office Staff 
Virginia Pulford, CED 
Cindy Richard, PT 
Patty Salasky, PT 
Benita Meekhof, PT 
Ron Kamaloski, Field 
 
Farm Loan Staff 
Larry Cleary, FLM 
Rick Dean, FLM (Osceola) 
 
County Committee 
Doug Benthem, Chairman 
Larry Buning, Vice Chairman 
Mike Clous, Member 
Gary Lathwell, Member 
Bob Morlock, Member 
Advisor 
Marsha Musselman 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

    

 

  
2007 COUNTY COMMITTEE 
ELECTION RESULTS 
 
LAA-3 Mike Clous was re-elected to serve a 
three year term. Leon Bigelow II is the 1st

alternate and Jim George is the 2nd alternate. 
 
LAA-4 Bruce Eisenga was elected to serve a 
three year term.  Doug Benthem is the 1st al-
ternate and Paul Miller is the 2nd alternate. 
 
The chairperson for 2007 will be determined
at the January organizational meeting which 
will be held prior to the regular session meet-
ing on Tuesday, January 16, 2007 at 9:30 a.m.
 
All regular session meetings are open to 
the general public. 
 
2007 NAP COVERAGE 
DEADLINES 
 
The next deadline is March 15, 2007 to pur-
chase coverage on annual planted crops.  For
producers that have already purchased cover-
age for 2007, only the crops listed on your
application are covered.  You must notify the
office prior to March 15, 2007 if you want to
add any annual crops not listed.  
 
If you are purchasing NAP coverage for the 
first time, the fee is $100 per crop not to ex-
ceed $300 for all crops listed in the county on
your application. 
 
RECORD CORRECTIONS 
 
It is that time of year again when rents will be
paid and cash rent statements will be signed
for crop year 2007.  Accurate records must be
obtained to participate in farm programs.  A
cash rent statements on file can be used if the 
existing one is current with the landowner
listed on the deed.   

 

DCP SIGN UP 
 
The Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program 
(DCP) sign-up period for fiscal year 2007 is 
on-going until the deadline of June 1, 2007. 
Advance payments are available to producers 
by selecting the month of choice. Final pay-
ments are issued in October.  A late fee of 
$100 per farm will apply between June 2 and 
September 30, 2007. 
 
Advance payments this year have changed
from 2006.  The advance payment rate will be 
made on 22 percent of the total payment and
the remaining 78 percent will be made as a 
final payment in October,  2007.  
   
Milk Income Loss Contract 
 Extension 
 
The 2002 Farm Bill authorized MILC through 
September 30, 2005.  The Agricultural Reconcilia-
tion Act of 2005 reauthorized the program through
September 30, 2007 and called it MILCX. 
 
If you are a producer that exceeds the 2.4 million 
pounds limit and wish to change the starting month 
on your contract, you need to make your change 
request by the 15th of the month before the month 
you wish to change to.  
 
(Example:  If your contract says you want to start 
with February 2007 you would have to make that
change by January 15, 2007). 
 
MILCX payments are made monthly until the 
maximum payment quantity of 2.4 million pounds 
is reached.  Before FSA can issue a MILCX pay-
ment, verifiable production evidence must be 
provided (monthly milk statement).  FSA makes 
MILCX payments when the Boston Class 1 milk 
price falls below $16.94 per hundredweight.   
 
For more information, including monthly payment 
rates, contact the county office or check online at 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/dafp/psd/MILC.htm  
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Farm Loan Programs 
 
Loans Available for Beginning Farmers, Socially 
Disadvantaged:  FSA has special programs and re-
served funding to assist beginning farmers and or 
members of socially disadvantaged groups to finance 
agricultural enterprises.  Under these programs, the 
FSA can provide financing to eligible applicants 
through either direct or guaranteed loans.  FSA defines 
a beginning farmer as a person whom:        
●  Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years 
●  Will materially and substantially participate in the 
     operation of the farm 
●  Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower     
     training and financial FSA management program 
●  For real estate type loans; does not own a farm in 
excess of 30 percent of the county’s average size 
Entity members must meet the eligibility requirements.  
Loan approval is not guaranteed.  Socially disadvan-
taged groups are Hispanics, American Indians, African 
Americans, Asians, Pacific Islanders, and women. 
 
Rural Youth Loans:  The FSA makes operating loans 
to individual rural youths age 10 through 20 to establish 
and operate income producing products.  These projects 
must be of modest size and be initiated, developed, 
carried out by rural youths participating in 4-H clubs, 
FFA, or a similar organization or with a vocational 
teacher or county extension agent.  The project must be 
an organized and supervised program at work.  It must 
be planned and operated with the assistance of the or-
ganization advisor, produce sufficient income to repay 
the loan, and provide the youth with practical business 
and educational experience.  Contact Larry Cleary or 
Rick Dean for more details.  
  
Commodity Loans Available 
 
As an alternative to there being no LDP’s available on 
the 2006 corn crop; you might want to take a 9 month 
loan on your crop.  High moisture, cracked, crimped or 
rolled corn is eligible but silage corn is not.  Producers 
can pay back the loan using a feeding schedule, if there 
is a need to feed the corn during the 9 months it is un-
der loan.  The December interest rate is 6 percent. A 
$45 processing fee is deducted from the disbursement 
of the loan and for corn stored on the farm there is a 
minimum farm visit fee of $46 to determine the eligible 
quantity.  For details on commodity loans ask to speak 
with Patty. 
 
The final date to request a commodity loan on corn is 
May 31, 2007. 
 
A commodity loan on honey is available until March 
31, 2007 (available at a rate of 60 cents per pound). 

Emergency Loans Available 
 
Area counties have been designated eligible for Emer-
gency farm loans due to losses caused by three disaster 
designations.  The designations cover frost and freeze 
that occurred April 25, 2006 through October 15, 2006; 
drought that occurred June 1, 2006 through September 
30, 2006; and, storms containing excessive rain, flood-
ing, hail, and high winds that occurred April 26, and 
continued. 
 
Applications will be received through July 9, 2007. 
 
Eligibility requirements include: A 30 percent loss of 
normal production in an essential farm enterprise, or a 
qualifying physical loss; and the inability to obtain 
commercial credit.  Insurance and other compensation 
are deducted to determine the amount of loss.  The 
current interest rate is 3.75 percent. 
 

 
Direct Deposit Mandatory 
 
The Debt Collection Act of 1996 required that federal 
payments be made by electronic funds transfer (EFT) 
after January 1, 1999.  There are many farmers that are 
still receiving payments by check.  We need to come up 
to speed with this requirement and are requesting that 
before your next payment you set up a Direct Deposit. 
 
The Hardship Waiver is only in place for those with a 
physical or mental disability and those with a geo-
graphic, language or literacy barrier.  Your checking or 
savings account is secure when using EFT and all direct 
deposit forms are filed in a locked safe.  EFT is a con-
venient and efficient method of payment.  A transaction 
statement is sent following the payment and your 
money arrives within 3 business days after the payment 
has been initiated.   
 
Verification of your account number and routing num-
ber are needed for checking accounts.  A ‘VOIDED’ 
check attached to the form guarantees no errors will be 
made (or you may take it to the bank for their represen-
tative to complete.)  A savings account may also be 
used; however, the financial institution must complete 
the form for any money that will be deposited into a 
savings account.  A savings deposit slip can not be 
submitted as verification.   
 
We will be contacting every producer still receiving a 
check.  The Direct Deposit form will be sent to you, or 
you may stop by the office to fill one out.   
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USDA eGOV Initiative 
 
The UDSA’s eGOV Initiative enables applicants to 
register online, find forms and complete applications 
via the internet.  You will also find information about 
farm programs and farm loan programs. We encourage 
you to register online at http://www.sc.egov.usda.gov.   
 
Office Policy-Appointments 
 
In order to provide better service to producers, ap-
pointments are encouraged to allow the office to have 
the paper work ready and save producers time when in 
the office to complete sign-up and acreage reporting. 
 
Special Accommodations  
 
Special accommodations will be made upon request for 
individuals with disabilities, vision impairment or hear-
ing impairment. If accommodations are required, 
individuals should contact the county FSA office staff 
directly or by phone at (231) 775-7681 ext. 2.  
 
 

 
Wool Producers 

 
Loan Deficiency Payments (LDP’s) have been avail-
able on wool, mohair, and unshorn pelts. CCC-633EZ 
form must be signed and returned to the county office 
prior to losing beneficial interest.  2006 wool and un-
shorn pelt receipts must be in the office by January 31, 
2007.  The final loan availability date to request a mar-
keting assistance loan or LDP is January 31 of the year 
following the year in which the commodity is sheared 
or the unshorn lamb is slaughtered.  If interested, con-
tact Patty for a detailed fact sheet on the program. 
 
E-mail announcements 
 
To be notified of FSA program updates electroni-
cally, give your e-mail address to 
benita.meekhof@mi.usda.gov.  General e-mails 
are sent regarding important dates, deadlines and 
FSA web links. 

 
Reporting Changes 
 
It is important to remember to contact the office with 
any records changes that may have occurred. These 
changes would include, but are not limited to: 
 
●   Address – any contact information as well as  
     temporary address changes should be updated for  
     notification purposes. 
 
●   Direct Deposit – to ensure payments are deposited    
     correctly, it is imperative that any changes in bank  
     account information be updated immediately. 
 
●   Development – any new parcels of land removed   
    for houses need to be reported. 
 
●   Owner/Operator Changes – report any changes in  
      land ownership, tenants or crop share arrangements. 
 
●   Reconstitutions – changes that requires farm  
     combinations or separations due to sale of land or         

      change in operators, should be reported as           
      soon as possible. 
 
●   Farm Operating Plan  any changes to the  
     farming operation that may have an effect on  
     “person” and/or “actively engaged” determinations. 
 
●   Entity Changes --  Examples: changing from a  
     partnership to a Limited Liability Company/adding  
     or deleting  members/share changes/tax ID updates. 
 
 

Dates to Remember 

  
Dec 25th CHRISTMAS DAY-Office Closed 
Jan 1st  NEW YEAR’S DAY-Office Closed 
Jan 15th  Martin Luther King Day-Office Closed 
Feb 19th President’s Day-Office Closed 

March 15th Final Date to purchase NAP coverage on 
2007 Annual crops 

 
 
Farm Storage Facility Loan Program (FSFL) 
 
FSFL provides low-interest financing to build or up-
grade farm storage and handling facilities. Term of 7 
years is available with only a 15 percent cash down 
payment required. For a detailed fact sheet on this pro-
gram contact Patty at this office or check online at 
www.fsa.usda.gov 
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FARM MAPS 
 
Cadillac area FSA is entering the next stage of the computerize mapping system known 
as GIS. 
 
All producers will be sent a new set of maps for all land listed in this office.  It is important 
that the field boundaries are closely evaluated by producers and /or landowners receiving 
the maps. A 30 day time frame to report any necessary corrections to the fields is given.  
A letter will be sent with the maps explaining the new process. Once the boundaries are 
accepted, acreage as indicated from the GIS system will be used for all future FSA pro-
gram participation. One complete set of colored maps will be provided to producers to 
use for acreage reporting. 
 
 
 
 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its program and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, 
disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, 
reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information ( Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact 
USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).   
 
To file a complaint of Discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW., Washington, DC 20250-9410, 
or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.  

USDA-FSA 
7192 E 34 Rd 
Cadillac, MI 49601 
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