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Hours
Monday — Friday
8:00 AM - 4:30 PM

County Committee

Kenneth Gerstberger, Chairperson
Cole Carpenter, Vice-Chairperson
Wade Bangerter-Regular Member
Merret Krenzel, Advisor
(Committee typically meets at 9:00
a.m. on the 1% Tues. of the Month)

Staff

Darla Luebbers, PT
Dedra McKinney, PT
Jim Reynolds, PT
Angie Goudy, FA
Amanda Ahrens, CED

DATES TO REMEMBER

July 3 — Office Closed for Holiday

August 1-
-Final Date to File Spring Seeded

Crop Certifications

-Final Date to Request a
Reconstitution

August 3- Final Date to Submit
County Committee Nominations for
LAA 2. LAA 2 is for those located
in NE-WH County. Women and
Minority producers are encouraged
to participate.

August 14- Final Date for 2009
DCP & ACRE Signatures

September 7 — Office Closed for
Holiday

CP & ACRE Signup Deadline

Signup for the 2009 Direct and Counter-cyclical Payment (DCP) Program has
been extended until August 14, 2009. FSA will not accept any late-filed
applications. Signup in the ACRE option is also available through August 14,
2009. FSA computes DCP Program payments using base acres and payment
yields established for each farm. Eligible producers receive direct payments
at rates established by statute regardless of market prices. For 2009, you
may request to receive advance direct payments based on 22 percent of the
direct payment for each commodity associated with the farm. Counter-cyclical
payment rates vary depending on market prices and are issued only when the
effective price for a commodity is statutorily set below its target price. DCP
payments or advances will not be made until a CCC-902-Farm Operating
Plan has been filed and a determination has been made.

Crop Reporting
All farmland (including grass being used) on the farm must be reported to
receive benefits from the DCP and ACRE Program, marketing assistance loans
and Load Deficiency Payments. The certification form FSA-578, Report of
Acreage, must account for all cropland on a farm, whether idle or planted. The
producer certification deadline for spring-seeded crops is August 1.
Maps are ready to be picked up so they can be loaded and signed.
Signatures must be obtained by the deadline, so please do not wait until
the last minute.
CRP & NAP Certification
Conservation Reserve Program acreage must be reported to receive
annual rental payments. And, crop acreage for Non-insured Crop Disaster
Assistance Program (NAP) must also be reported.
Failed Acreage:
Reports of failed acreage must be filed before disposition of the crop, and
producers must be able to establish to the satisfaction of the county
committee that the crop failed and was prevented from being replanted
through the normal planting period because of natural disaster conditions.

Banking Changes?

Almost all Farm Service Agency payments are made electronically using Direct
Deposit. This innovation has cut down on the number of missing and late
payments and reduced the time required to move funds. It has been calculated
that having a problem with a payment is 20 times greater with checks than with
Direct Deposit. Another benefit is that Direct Deposit to your account can be
made within 48 hours. To keep the system running smoothly, it is critical to
keep the county office staff up to date on changes you might make in your
financial institutions. If you have changed accounts or institutions that might
affect the direct deposit of your FSA payments, contact the FSA county office so
we can update our files to insure continued uninterrupted service.

Farm Reconstitutions

At FSA, farms are “constituted” to group all tracts having the same owner and
the same operator under one farm serial number. When changes in
ownership or operation take place, a farm reconstitution is necessary. If an
owner or operator cannot agree about program participation, like in the case
of the new ACRE program, then producers should inquire about a
reconstitution of the farm at the local FSA office. The reconstitution—or
recon—is the process of combining or dividing farms or tracts of land based
on the farming operation. Remember, to be effective for the current year,
recons must be requested by August 1 for farms enrolled in specific
programs.
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Farm Stored Facility Loan

"The U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) prohibits
discrimination in all its programs
and activities on the basis of
race, color, national origin, age,
disability, and where applicable,
sex, marital status, familial
status, parental status, religion,
sexual orientation, genetic
information, political beliefs,
reprisal, or because all or a part
of an individual's income is
derived from any public
assistance program. (Not all
prohibited bases apply to all
programs.) Persons with
disabilities who require
alternative means for
communication of program
information (Braille, large print,
audiotape, etc.) should contact
USDA's TARGET Center at (202)
720-2600 (voice and TDD). To
file a complaint of discrimination
write to USDA, Director, Office of
Civil Rights, 1400 Independence
Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C.
20250-9410 or call (800) 795-
3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382
(TDD). USDA is an equal
opportunity provider and
employer.”

Special accommodations will
be made, upon request, for
individuals with disabilities,
vision impairment, or hearing
impairment. If special
accommodations are required,
please call the FSA office and
we will be happy to make any
arrangements that are needed.
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FSA offers seven-year, low-interest loans to grain producers to build new or upgrade
existing storage facilities and related essential, permanently affixed drying or handling
equipment. Loan opportunities include, but are not limited to:

. New conventional-type cribs or bins, oxygen-limiting and other upright silo-type
structures, and flat-type storage structures designed for whole grain storage,

. Perforated floors, safety equipment, electrical equipment and concrete components
considered essential for a fully functional storage facility,

. Remodeling existing storage facilities.

Farm storage facility loans must be approved prior to site preparation, equipment purchase
or construction, and must be secured by a promissory note and security agreement. Special
provisions apply for loans exceeding $50,000. The maximum loan amount will be 85 percent
of the net cost of the applicant’s needed storage or handling equipment, not to exceed
$100,000 per borrower. A minimum down payment to the supplier or contractor is required
to bridge the gap between the net cost of the storage facility and the loan amount.

Power of Attorney for Farm Programs

For those who find it difficult to visit the county office personally because of work
schedules, distance, health, etc., FSA has a power of attorney form available that
enables you to designate another person to conduct your business at the office. If you
are interested, please contact our office or any Farm Service Agency office near you
for more information.

FESA Signature Policy for Farm Programs
Using the correct signature when doing business with FSA can save time and prevent
a delay in program benefits. The following are FSA signature guidelines:
e A married woman shall sign her given name: Mary Doe, not Mrs. John Doe
e For a minor, FSA requires the minor’ signature and one from an eligible parent.
Note: by signing the applicable document, the parent is liable for actions of the
minor and may be liable for refunds, liquidated damages, etc
e When signing on one’s behalf the signature must agree with the name typed or
printed on the form, or be a variation that does not cause the name and signature to
be in disagreement. Example - John W. Smith is on the form. The signature may
be John W. Smith or J.W. Smith or J. Smith. Or Mary J. Smith may be signed as
Mrs. Mary Joe Smith, M.J. Smith, Mary Smith, etc
e FAXED signatures will be accepted for certain forms and other documents provided
the acceptable program forms are approved for FAXED signatures. Producers are
responsible for the successful transmission and receipt of FAXED information.
Examples of documents not approved for FAXED signatures include:
0 Promissory note
Assignment of payment
Joint payment authorization
NAP actual production history and approved yield record
Acknowledgement of commaodity certificate purchase
Financing statement
o0 UCC financing statement
e Spouses may sign documents on behalf of each other for FSA and CCC programs
in which either has an interest, unless written notification denying a spouse this
authority has been provided to the county office
e Spouses shall not sign on behalf of each other as an authorized signatory for
partnerships, joint ventures, corporations, or other similar entities
e All members of a general partnership must sign for the general partnership unless
an individual is authorized to act on the behalf of the general partnership and bind
all members
e Spouses may sign on behalf of each other’s individual interest in a partnership,
unless naotification denying a spouse that authority is provided to the county office
e Acceptable signatures for general partnerships, join ventures, corporations, estates,
and trusts shall consist of an indicator “by” or “for” the individual's name, individual's
name and capacity, or individual’'s name, capacity, and name of entity
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