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1  2009 NAIP Flight Planning 
 

A Purpose 
 

This notice outlines the 2009 NAIP rules of flight planning and planned coverage review, 
and describes the relationship between FSA NAIP coverage and partner cost share amounts.   
 

B 2009 NAIP Rules of Flight Planning 
 

For purposes of NAIP flight planning, the FSA area of interest, or coverage, is land involved 
in agricultural programs as determined by Common Land Unit (CLU) boundaries.  CLU is a 
dynamic dataset with changes to boundaries and land use codes occurring on a continual 
basis.  Flight planning coverage must be determined and reviewed on an annual basis, to 
minimize FSA costs in the event cost share partnership funding for a project year is 
inadequate to complete full State coverage. 
 
In a given year, coverage may be selected based on CLU land use codes, to add or subtract 
coverage based on FSA program needs.  Coverage may also be selected based on information 
associated with quarter quads including historical acquisition dates, quality metrics, Federal 
land extents, and/or coincidence with other geospatial data sets including partner defined 
Areas of Interest (AOI).  

 
For 2009 NAIP acquisition, FSA flight planned coverage is based on the following rules. 
 
Coverage inclusions: 
 
• the minimum coverage unit is a quarter quadrangle 
  
• individual quarter quads will be acquired to cover a single CLU, inclusive of all CLU 

land use codes  
 

• coverage that intersects State boundaries will be acquired.  
 

Disposal Date 
 
January 1, 2009 

Distribution 
 
State Offices; State Offices relay to County 
Offices 
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1  2009 NAIP Flight Planning (Continued) 
 

 B 2009 NAIP Rules of Flight Planning (Continued) 
 
Coverage exclusions: 
 
• quarter quads containing 100 percent water 

 
• quarter quads containing restricted airspace by either FAA or DOD (there maybe a 

limited buffer surrounding the restricted airspace that cannot be flown because of flight 
safety concerns) 

 
• there is no required minimum quarter quad buffer outside State boundaries. 

 
C Review of Coverage 

 
The 15 States scheduled for 2009 acquisition (AR, CO, DE, GA, ID, LA, MD, MT, ND, NM, 
OH, SC, UT, WA, WV) based on the 3-year cycle, will receive a shapefile or personal 
geodatabase for coverage review on or around September 30, 2008.  Comments and 
suggested inclusions/deletions are due to APFO by October 31, 2008.  The remaining 
Continental U.S. (CONUS) lower 48 States will also be flight planned, and will need to be 
reviewed within 1 month of receipt of the flight planned coverage files. 
 

D   Relationship With Partner Cost Share Amounts 
 

Flight plans for the 2009-2011 NAIP will be used only if partner cost share funding is 
insufficient to complete full State coverage.  They have not been used to determine cost share 
amounts.  Partner share amounts were established independent of the 2009 flight planning 
process because of the need to present cost share amounts to potential partners early in the 
2009 NAIP project. 
 
Cost share amounts for NAIP partnerships were based on the amount of agricultural area as 
determined by CLU, with a cost share minimum set at the greater of 10 percent of FSA costs 
or $21,500.  To determine cost share amounts, coverage (number of quarter quads covering 
CLU) of the most recent 2 meter NAIP flight for each State was used.  Because CLU 
coverage and flight planning rules have been modified for the NAIP 2009 and out-year 
strategy, there may be a discrepancy from current year quarter quad totals and the quarter 
quad totals used to determine cost share amounts. 
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1  2009 NAIP Flight Planning (Continued) 
 
E Action 

 
State GIS Specialists/Coordinators from AR, CO, DE, GA, ID, LA, MD, MT, ND, NM, OH, 
SC, UT, WA, and WV shall:  
 
• review 2009 NAIP flight planned coverage  
 
• provide feedback for suggested inclusions/deletions, or approval of the coverage by  

October 31, 2008, to Hugh McGirt, by e-mail at hugh.mcgirt@slc.usda.gov.  
 
All other CONUS State GIS Specialists/Coordinators shall:  
 
• review 2009 NAIP flight planned coverage 
 
• provide feedback for suggested inclusions/deletions, or approval of the coverage, within 

30 calendar days of receipt to Hugh McGirt, by e-mail at hugh.mcgirt@slc.usda.gov. 
 
Recommended modifications to flight planned coverage will be reviewed on a case-by-case 
basis by the NAIP Management Team.  
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