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1 Overview 
 
 A Background 
 

On September 30, 2004, the President signed Pub. L. 108-309, a Continuing Resolution (CR) 
to fund the operations of agencies including USDA that lack regular appropriations at the 
beginning of FY 2005.  The CR is effective October 1, 2004, through November 20, 2004.  
 
The House of Representatives (House) passed its version of a regular Agriculture 
appropriation on July 13, 2004.  The Senate Appropriations Committee reported its bill on 
September 14, 2004, but the bill has not been brought to the Senate floor.  It is likely that 
USDA will be funded under an omnibus appropriation that Congress expects to enact in 
November.  For FSA salaries and expenses, the appropriation levels in both the House and 
Senate bills are below the President’s budget request.  

 B Purpose 
 

This notice: 
 

• issues additional guidance for revised FY 2005 temporary ceiling levels 
 

• revises initial payroll allotments issued in Notice BU-674 to reflect State-specific or 
regional/local permanent and temporary average costs per staff year.  A national average 
was used in Notice BU-674. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Disposal Date 
 
December 1, 2004 

Distribution 
 
State Offices 
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Notice BU-676 
 
2 Guidance 
 

A Revised County Office Administrative Payroll and Nonpayroll Allotments 
 
Initial county administrative allotments are being issued to States on a per-day basis for the 
36-workday period of the CR.  State Offices should allocate the allotment to County Offices 
issuing only initial allotments for nonpayroll expenses.  Payroll and nonpayroll allotments 
have been combined into the payroll allotment for the 6 States participating in the County 
Office expense (COE) replacement pilot since all payments will be processed through NFC. 
 
FY 2005 revised payroll salary and benefit allotments for States in Exhibit 1 are based on the 
following: 
 
• for States with FY 2004 permanent ceiling levels above their FY 2003 level, the greater 

of their current onboard employment or their FY 2003 ceiling 
 
• for States with FY 2004 permanent ceiling levels below their FY 2003 level, the greater 

of their current onboard employment or their FY 2004 ceiling 
 
• DAFO revised FY 2005 staff year ceilings by memorandum in November 2004 to make 

minor adjustments in staff year ceilings and to distribute staff years for loan deficiency 
payments (LDP’s) and disaster activities. 

 
Note: Funding for temporary employees has been provided to allow for greater use during 

the first quarter of FY 2005.  SED’s have been provided this flexibility in the use of 
temporary employees during the duration of the CR because of above normal 
workload in the field.  SED’s shall manage temporary employees and all overtime for 
permanent and temporary employees within the payroll allotment provided.  Note that 
greater use early in the fiscal year will require reduced usage levels later in the fiscal 
year. 

 
State and County Offices shall refer to Notice BU-674, paragraph 3 for instructions on 
processing non-Federal County Office allotments. 
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Notice BU-676    Exhibit 1 
 

FY 2005 Initial County Office Allocations 
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