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1  Overview 
 
  A Background 
 

GIS uses various custom and out of the box software and tools to carry out day-to-day 
program activities in State and County Offices.  New versions or upgrades to the applications 
occur many times a year and are sometimes hard to track. 
 
Ensuring that current software and tools are installed will allow future versions of software 
and tools to function properly and reduce system malfunctions. 
 

  B Purpose 
 

This notice informs State and County Offices of the most current software and tools that shall 
be loaded on the client side; that is FSA GIS user’s personal computers (PC).  
 

C  State Office Action 
  

 Each State Office GIS Specialist is responsible to ensure that all State and County Office 
employees have the current GIS software and tools on their computers, as applicable.  State 
Offices shall direct questions about this notice to Todd Anderson, PECD, by e-mail at   
todd.anderson@wdc.usda.gov. 

 
D  County Office Action 
 

County Office employees that use GIS shall ensure that they have the current GIS software 
and tools on their computers, as applicable.  County Offices shall direct questions about this 
notice to the State GIS Specialist. 
 
 
 

Disposal Date 
 
February 1, 2007 

Distribution 
 
State Offices; State Offices relay to County 
Offices 
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2  Current Official Software and Tool Versions 
   

A  Environmental Systems Research Institute (ESRI) Software 
 

All PC’s that work with geospatial data shall have the following software loaded: 
 

• ArcView v3.3 
• ArcGIS Desktop v8.3. 

 
  B   FSA Custom Tool Versions 
 

Not all GIS users will need every tool installed on their PC.  FSA Custom Tools are program 
specific and if a GIS user is unsure of which tools apply to them, user shall contact the 
County Office GIS lead or State GIS Specialist.  All PC’s that work with geospatial data 
shall have the following tools loaded, as applicable: 

 
• ArcGIS CLU Maintenance Tool v3.0.6, only for County Offices converted to SDE/SQL 

 
• ArcView CLU Maintenance Tool v5.5.1, only for County Offices not converted to 

SDE/SQL 
 

• ArcGIS CLU Land Use Application v3.1.6, only for pilot County Offices 
 

• ArcView CLU Compliance Tool v4.9.1, for all County Offices for 2006 compliance 
 

• ArcGIS DNRGarmin v5.1.1, for all County Offices using GPS units 
 

• ArcGIS Olympus Camedia v4.1, for all County Offices using Olympus digital cameras 
 

• MrSID 3.1 Imagery plugin for users who want to look at NAIP 2005 or higher in Arc 
View and ArcGIS 8.3. 

 
  C  FSA Custom Tool Versions That Are an Optional Install 
 

The following FSA custom tools were created based on multiple users needs.  Not all GIS  
users will need these tools.  It shall be up to each State GIS Specialist to determine if these 
tools should be loaded on County Office PC’s.  Only the following tools will be available in 
the ArcView 3.x environment: 

 
• CEAP Utility v1.0 
• CLU Utilities v6.2.2 
• CLU Certification Tools v6.2 
• CLU Cropland Acreage Tool v1.1 
• CREP Determination Tool v1.0 (NE only) 
• CRP Determination Tool SU29 v1.0 
• CRP Determination Tool SU33 v1.0.4  

 
 Note: Tool SU33 requires that Tool SU29 is loaded on the PC. 

10-16-06                                                                                                                          Page 2 



 
 

Notice CM-554 
 
2  Current Official Software and Tool Versions (Continued) 
 

C  FSA Custom Tool Versions That Are an Optional Install (Continued) 
 

• FSA Geodata Toolset, only for County Offices not converted to SDE/SQL.  
 
   Note: FSA Geodata Toolset requires the installation of Maintenance Tool v5.5.1. 
 
3   Identifying Software and FSA Custom Tool Versions 
 
  A  Identifying Software and Tool Versions Installed on Your PC 
 

Users can check their PC’s for installed GIS software and custom tool versions by using 1 of 
the following methods.  

 
• Click the “Start” button (lower left of screen), and select “Control Panel”.  After 

selecting “Control Panel”, CLICK “Add or Remove Programs”.  In the Add or 
Remove Programs Pop-up Screen, scroll through the list of currently installed software 
and tools to identify software installed on the PC. 

 
• In each custom tool there may be a button with a question mark called “CLU about”.  

Click the “CLU about” button to see the tool versions through a pop-up window. 
 

• In each custom tool or software application there may be a Help, drop-down menu.  
Select “About” within the drop-down menu to see the tool version through a pop-up 
window. 

 
• For Arc View custom tools, in Arc View, select the “File” drop-down menu and CLICK 

“Extensions”.  Click the name of the custom tool in the “Extensions” pop-up window.  
The tool version will appear in the “About” section of the pop-up window. 

 
 

 B  Future Software and Tool Version Web Page 
 

In the future, a web page will be created for users to access and see the most current FSA custom 
tool versions and software. 
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