
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
Farm Service Agency 
Washington, DC  20250 
 
For:  State and County Offices 
 

Revised FSA-211, Power of Attorney and 
FSA-211A, Power of Attorney Signature Continuation Sheet 

Approved by:  Deputy Administrator, Farm Programs 

 
 

 
1  Allowable Power of Attorney (POA) Documents  
 

A Background 
 

Notice CM-627 included revised policy on accepting non-FSA POA's.  Because of concerns 
expressed about determining the validity of non-FSA POA and durable POA’s such as living 
wills, policy about acceptance of these POA’s is being revised to the former policy in effect 
before issuing Notice CM-627. 
 
The Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008 (2008 Act) Pub. L. 110-246: 
 
• was enacted into law on June 18, 2008 
• authorizes FSA to administer several new programs. 
 
New versions of FSA-211 and FSA-211A are being provided to accommodate the changes as 
a result of the 2008 Act.  In addition, NRCS programs have also been added to the new 
versions of FSA-211 and FSA-211A. 
 

B Purpose 
 
This notice: 
 
• obsoletes Notice CM-627 
 
• provides the procedure for accepting FSA-211/FSA-211A’s as of the date of this notice 
 
• clarifies the validity of previously executed FSA-211’s currently on file in County 

Offices. 
 
Notes: 1-CM is currently being updated to include information for the new FSA-211 and 

FSA-211A. 
 

NRCS has concurred with the contents of this notice. 
 
Disposal Date 
 
January 1, 2010 

Distribution 
 
State Offices; State Offices relay to County Offices 
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Notice CM-628 
 
1  Allowable Power of Attorney (POA) Documents (Continued) 
 

C Policy for POA 
 

As provided in 1-CM, paragraph 728, FSA shall not accept POA forms other than 
FSA-211except in: 
 
• unique cases when a producer could not complete FSA-211, such as incapacitation 
• cases involving members of the United States Armed Forces under active military duty. 
 

2  Validity of FSA-211’s Executed Before June 18, 2008 
 

A FSA-211’s Executed With “All Current Programs” 
 
FSA-211’s on which the grantor has checked the box in Section A, item 1, “All current 
programs”, are not valid for programs authorized by the 2008 Act. 
 

B FSA-211’s Executed With “All Current and All Future Programs” 
 
FSA-211’s on which the grantor has checked the box in Section A, item 2, “All current and 
all future programs”, are valid for programs authorized by the 2008 Act and for the 
transactions indicated in section B. 
 

 Notes: If “All actions” was checked, FSA-211 shall also be considered valid for executing 
CCC-526. 

 
  If FSA-211 currently on file is marked, “All current and all future programs”, and the 

grantor now wants to provide authority for the attorney in fact to sign on their behalf 
for NRCS Conservation Programs, the grantor must complete a new FSA-211 (dated 
12-17-08).  
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Notice CM-628 
 
3  Changes to FSA-211 
 

A Programs 
 
FSA-211 has been modified to include programs related to FSA, NRCS, and CCC.  The 
following program options are now available on FSA-211: 
 
• All current programs 
• All current and all future programs 
• Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program 
• Average Crop Revenue Election Program 
• Supplemental Revenue Assistance Payments Program (SURE) 
• Tree Assistance Program (TAP) 
• Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) 
• Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) 
• Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honey Bees, and Farm-Raised Fish (ELAP) 
• Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program 
• Marketing Assistance Loans and Loan Deficiency Payments 
• Milk Income Loss Contract Program 
• Farm Storage Facility Loan Program 
• FSA Conservation Programs 
• NRCS Conservation Programs 
• Tobacco Programs 
• Other (Specify). 
 
Notes: FSA-211 is not valid for FLP loan purposes. 

 
“All current programs”, as well as “All current and future programs”, include 
programs authorized by the 2008 Act, but not yet implemented; such as biomass crop 
assistance and forest restoration. 

 
B Transactions 

 
FSA-211 has been modified to include transactions related to FSA, NRCS, and CCC.  The 
following transaction options are now available on FSA-211: 
 
• All actions 
• Signing applications agreements, and contracts 
• Making reports 
• Conducting all marketing assistance loan and LDP transactions 
• AGI Certification 
• Routing Banking Accounts 
• Other (producer must specify transaction). 
 
Notes: “AGI Certification” and “Routing Banking Accounts” have been added as specific 

transactions and no longer need to be written in as “Other”. 
 

FSA-211 is not valid for FLP loan purposes. 
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Notice CM-628 
 
4  Action 
 

A County Office Employee Action 
 
County Office employees: 
 
• shall immediately discontinue using previous versions of FSA-211 
 
• shall immediately begin using the new FSA-211 (dated 12-17-08) 
 
• must accept FSA-211’s for NRCS customers; NRCS employees may also accept 

FSA-211’s on behalf of FSA customers 
 

Note: FSA County Office employees are the only employees authorized to witness 
signature of FSA-211.  If an FSA employee does not witness the signature of 
FSA-211, FSA-211 must be notarized by a Notary Public. 

 
• shall continue to follow 1-CM for basic POA rules 
 

Note: 1-CM is currently being amended to reflect changes on the new FSA-211. 
 

• shall not accept POA forms other than FSA-211 except as authorized by 1-CM, 
paragraph 728 

 
• shall ensure that NRCS is provided a copy of this notice. 

 
B State Office Employee Action 

 
State Offices shall: 
 
• ensure that County Office employees are immediately informed of the contents of this 

notice 
 
• ensure that NRCS is provided a copy of this notice. 
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       Notice CM-628 Exhibit 1 
 
FSA-211, Power of Attorney and FSA-211A, Power of Attorney Signature Continuation Sheet 

 
A Completing FSA-211 

 
Use the following instructions to complete FSA-211. 
 
Note: It is the producer’s responsibility to provide a copy of FSA-211 to the applicable crop 

insurance agent. 
 

Item 
Number/ 
Section Instructions 

1 Enter the name of the individual to whom power of attorney is being granted (attorney-in-fact). 
2 Enter the address of the individual to whom power of attorney is being granted (attorney-in-fact). 
3 Enter the county of the individual to whom power of attorney is being granted (attorney-in-fact). 
4 Enter the State of the individual to whom power of attorney is being granted (attorney-in-fact). 
5 If an: 

 
• individual is granting authority to act on their behalf, enter the name of the individual granting 

the power of attorney authority (Grantor) 
 
• entity, such as corporation, partnership, trust, joint venture, or other similar entity is granting 

authority to act for the entity and bind all members, enter the name of the entity granting the 
power of attorney authority (Grantor). 

A Check the applicable FSA, NRCS, and CCC programs for which the appointed attorney-in-fact will 
have the authority to act on behalf of the grantor. 
 
To have the appointed attorney-in-fact act on specific FSA, NRCS, and CCC programs not listed, 
enter the specific FSA, NRCS or CCC programs in item A 13, “Other”. 
 
Note: Grantor must select both applicable programs in this section and related transactions in 

Section B. 
B Check the applicable FSA, NRCS and CCC transactions for which the appointed attorney-in-fact 

will have the authority to act on behalf of the grantor. 
 
To have the appointed attorney-in-fact act for specific transactions not listed, only specific farms, or 
only in specific counties, enter the specific FSA, NRCS and CCC transactions, farm numbers, 
and/or counties, as applicable, in item B 7, “Other”. 
 
Note: Grantor must select both applicable transactions in this section and related programs in 

Section A. 
C Enter the specific insured crops, applicable State, county, and years for which the appointed 

attorney-in-fact will have the authority to act on behalf of the grantor. 
 
To have the appointed attorney-in-fact act for all insured crops, enter “ALL”. 

D Check the applicable crop insurance transactions for which the appointed attorney-in-fact will have 
the authority to act on behalf of the grantor. 
 
To have the appointed attorney-in-fact act on specific crop insurance transactions not listed, enter 
the specific transactions in item D 7, “Other”. 
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       Notice CM-628 Exhibit 1 
 
FSA-211, Power of Attorney and FSA-211A, Power of Attorney Signature Continuation Sheet 
(Continued) 
 

A Completing FSA-211 (Continued) 
 

Item 
Number/ 
Section Instructions 
6 A-B If the grantor is an individual, the individual granting the authority must sign, and 

enter effective date, in items 6 A and B, respectively. 
 
If the grantor is an entity, such as a general partnership, trust, joint venture, or 
other similar entity, and there is no individual already authorized to act for the 
entity, all members of the entity must sign FSA-211. 
 
If the grantor is a corporation and the corporate documents do not provide for 
redelegation of authority, all officers of the corporation or members of the entity 
must sign FSA-211.  If there are  more than 2 member/officer signatures 
required: 
 
• check box in item 6C 
• attach completed FSA-211A to FSA-211. 
 
Note:  Check the box in item 6C only when FSA-211A will be attached to 

FSA-211. 
 
Important: See item 7 if the grantor is an entity and there is an individual 

already authorized to act for the entity. 
 

Signature must be witnessed by an FSA employee who verifies 
the identity of the grantor according to item 9.  Alternatively, 
FSA-211 may be acknowledged by a valid Notary Public 
according to item 8. 

7 A-C If the grantor is an entity, such as a corporation, partnership, trust, or joint 
venture, the individual or individuals granting the authority must sign, enter their 
official title, and date, in items 7 A, B, and C, respectively.  See item 6 for 
grantors who are individuals. 
 
Important: Signatures must be witnessed by an FSA employee who verifies 

the identity of the grantor according to item 9.  Alternatively, 
FSA-211 may be acknowledged by a valid Notary Public 
according to item 8. 
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       Notice CM-628 Exhibit 1 
 
FSA-211, Power of Attorney and FSA-211A, Power of Attorney Signature Continuation Sheet 
(Continued) 
 

A Completing FSA-211 (Continued) 
 

Item 
Number/ 
Section Instructions 
8 (a)-(c) If the signatures in item 6 or 7, as applicable, are not witnessed by at least 1 FSA 

employee, FSA-211 must be acknowledged by a valid notary public in item 9.  
The notary public’s signature, State, and county of commission, and certification 
are required. 
 
Notes: In general, a notary public's certification must include: 
 

• acknowledgement ("acknowledged or subscribed before me") 
• State and county of commission 
• signature 
• date 
• the notary's embossing seal or stamp 
• the notary's commission expiration date. 

 
Questions specific to State law requirements about notary publics should be 
directed to the Regional Attorney’s office or applicable Secretary of State’s office. 

9 A-C At least 1 FSA employee must witness the signature in item 6 or 7, as applicable.  
The FSA employee must verify the grantor’s identity by either personal 
knowledge or by reviewing the grantor’s government-issued picture 
identification, such as a valid driver’s license.  The employee must sign, date, 
and enter his or her official position in items 9 A, B, and C, respectively. 
 
Notarized FSA-211’s may be accepted instead of forms witnessed by an FSA 
employee.  See item 8.  When the grantor is a corporation, the corporate seal of the 
grantor may be accepted in place of FSA employee witness or notarization. 

10 (a)-(e) Enter the county and State of the County Office the FSA-211 is served in 
items 10 (a) and (b), respectively.  Enter the day, month, and year the properly 
completed FSA-211 was served to the County Office in items 10 (c), (d), and (e), 
respectively. 
 
Note: FSA-211 is effective only when all the following are met: 
 

• all required items are completed 
• a valid signature and date is obtained, and witnessed or notarized 
• FSA-211 is served to the County Office. 
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       Notice CM-628 Exhibit 1 
 
FSA-211, Power of Attorney and FSA-211A, Power of Attorney Signature Continuation Sheet 
(Continued) 
 

B Completing FSA-211A 
 
Use the following instructions to complete FSA-211A. 
 

Item 
Number/ 
Section Instructions 

 FSA-211A shall be used only when all of the following are met: 
 
• grantor is an entity, such as a general partnership, joint venture, corporation, 

limited liability company, limited liability partnership, or other similar entity  
 
• there is no 1 individual already authorized to act for the entity 
 
• more than 2 member signatures are required. 
 
Number each continuation sheet consecutively. 
 
Example: If there are a total of 3 continuation sheets, they would be numbered 

“1 of 3”, “2 of 3”, and “3 of 3”, respectively.  
 
Important: All continuation sheets must be attached to applicable FSA-211. 

1 Enter the name of the attorney-in-fact from FSA-211, item 1. 
2 Enter the name of the entity from FSA-211, item 5. 

3, 4, 5, 6, 7 
A and B 

Individual members shall sign and date. 

3, 4, 5, 6, 7 
C through E 

At least 1 FSA employee must witness the grantor’s signature.   
 
FSA employee must verify the grantor’s identity by either personal 
knowledge or by reviewing the grantor’s government issued picture 
identification, like a valid driver license.   
 
Grantor’s signature may be notarized instead of witnessed by an FSA employee. 

3, 4, 5, 6, 7 
F 

If the grantor’s signature is not witnessed by at least 1 FSA employee, the form 
must be acknowledged by a valid Notary Public.  The Notary Public’s 
signature, State and county of commission, and certification are required. 
 
Important:  One notary public signature may be accepted for multiple 

grantors only when the notary public clearly identifies each name 
of the grantor to which the notary applies. 

 
Example: Jane Smith, Joe Brown, and Bill Black each sign FSA-211A at the 

same time in the presence of the same notary public.  The notary 
public signs FSA-211A only once and indicates the notary signature 
applies to all 3 grantor signatures by identifying each name of the 
individuals appearing before the notary public.  
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       Notice CM-628 Exhibit 1 
 
FSA-211, Power of Attorney and FSA-211A, Power of Attorney Signature Continuation Sheet 
(Continued) 
 

C Example of FSA-211 
 
The following is an example of FSA-211. 
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       Notice CM-628 Exhibit 1 
 
FSA-211, Power of Attorney and FSA-211A, Power of Attorney Signature Continuation Sheet 
(Continued) 
 

D Example of FSA-211A 
 
The following is an example of FSA-211A. 
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